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DISPENSER;  Lady;  appoiiitmeut  or  Locum;  Hospital,  Doctor, 
Clieniist;  Hall  Certificate;  excellent  testimonials  and  experience. 
Metcalfe,  Colorue,  Middle  Koad,  Bouriiemontli. 


BRANCH  Manager  or  As-istmt ;  quaUfied  ;  tall :  abstainer  ;  26  ; 
single;  hi^liest  references ;  well  up  in  Photography  ;  Kottingiiam  or 
district  preferred.   "  M.  P.  S.,"  c/o  F.  Uoates,  Bulwell. 


ADVERTISER,  with  extensive  London  and  Provincial  experience,  ile- 
sircs  ilaua^'enient,  with  view  to  succession,  in  Provinces ;   27 ; 
qualified  Assistant.   "  Argol"  (222/10),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


QUALIFIED  by  Exam. ;  aged  48  ;  heisrht  5  ft.  10  in. ;  unmarried  ; 
salary  moilera'te  for  comfortable  permanency  ;  London  and  Pro- 
vincial experience;  disengaged.  Addi'ess,  "Masonic,"  59  Morrill  Street, 
Hull. 


ASSISTANT,  Licum  or  Manager  :  no  Sunday  duty  ;  thoroughly 
reliable  geutlemnn  :  42;  o  ft.  7  in. ;  best  experience;  Kxtracior, 
Photographer  ;  in  or  outdoors.  "P  ,"  Alma,Orutchfield  Iload,  Walton-oa- 
Thames. 


MANAGER  or  Assistant;  unquiilified  ;  married;  30;  excellent  refe- 
rences ;  good  all-round  experience,  quiclc  Counterman,  good  f're- 
scriber  and  Salesman  ;  abstainer  ;  permanency.  "  Khei,"  20  School  Street, 
Southport. 


QUALIFIED  (26),  experience  in  London  and  Country,  3  months' 
uiauagemcnt  of  high-cla'S  Store  Branch,  good  Dispenser  and 
Counternu.n,  references  satisfactory,  seeks  engagement.  215/17,  Office  of 
this  Paper.  , 


DISPENSER  (qualified)  seeVs  appointment  (permanency)  in  Dis- 
pensary, Institution,  or  Hospital;  steady  ami  reliable  ;  highest  City 
references  as  to  character  and  ability,  -iddress,  "  (iuahfled"  (219/7),  Office 
of  this  Paper. 


lUI  ANAGER  or  Assistant ;  29  ;  good  all-round  experience ;  quick  and 
111  fin:irt  at  Count  r;  specially  adapted  for  a  declining  business; 
excellent  reterences;  Yorkshire  preferred,  ''is'epenthe,"  Sand  Farm,  West 
Heslerton,  York. 


DISENGAGED  ;  Assistant  or  Branch  Manager ;  28 ;  unqualified  ; 
12  years'  experience.  Dispensing  and  good-class  Store  business ;  good 
Counterman  and  Dispenser ;  excellent  references  ;  outdoors.  "  Statim," 
260  Walton  Iload,  Liverpool. 


ADVERTISER,  at  present  and  for  8  years  successful  Manager  of 
Retail  shop,  is  looking  for  a  similar  engagement,  or  for  position  of 
trust  in  large  or  growing  concern.  Wholesale  or  Retail :  can  introduce 
new  and  improve  '•  get  up,"  <tc.,  of  existing  lines,  and  control  labour  ;  has 
some  experience  of  drawing  a\>  and  placing  alvertiseaieuo-.  Apijly 
"  Donate  "  (221/31),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


WHOLESALE. 


ENTLEMAN,  advised  to  isrive  up  Retail,  would  like  to  mttt  with 
I    good  Commission.    '■  H."  (222/40),  Otace  of  this  Paper. 


CONTINENTAL  Representative.— Position  as,  desired  by  English 
Chemist,  speaking  French  and  (J-erman.   215/16,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


REPRESENTATIVE;  23;  Retail  expejience,  Dru?s  or  Sundries; 
London  and  Suburbs ;  salary  and  commission.  Wrigley,  Dovercourt' 
Essex.  ' 


YOUNG  man  (26),  with  experience  in  Sundries,  Glass  Bottles,  Packing, 
seeks  situation  ;  excellent  refereucjs.   ■'  Aloes  "  (222/13),  Office  of 
this  Paper. 


REPRESENTATIVE;  25;  8  years'  Retail;  Photography,  Toilets, 
Sc.;  expenses  and  commissiou.    "P.  J.  L,"20  Orouch  Hall  Eoad,' 
Crouch  End. 


WHOLESALE.— Surgical  Instruments,  Sundries.— Situation  desired  ; 
London  ;  varied  experience ;  married.      Assistant,"  123  Saltram 
Crescent,  Paddington. 


ADVERTISING.— CrentlemaQ  (aged  31),  3  years  Assistant  Advertise- 
ment Manager  to  a  larg^  London  Manufacturing  firm,  disengaged, 
seeks  similar  position.   Write,  £4,45,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


CHEMIST,  14  years'  experience  in  Laboratory  work  (London  and 
Provincial),  is  open  for  engagement;  used  to  control  of  men; 
highest  references.   "  Vacuum  "  (217/6),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

ADVERTISER  (32),  with  6  years'  Retail  and  10  years'  Wholesale 
experience,  wishes  responsible  position  in  Wholesale,  or  as  Repre- 
sentative :  heiglit  6  ft. ;  of  good  appearance ;  highest  references.  219/36, 
Office  of  this  Paper. 


DEPARTMENT  Manager  or  Traveller.— Qualified  Chemist  desires 
engagement  ;  23  yiars'  Wholesale  and  Retail  experience  in  Britain, 
France,  and  Colonies  ;  aged  38  ;  open  to  appointment  as  Colonial  Represen- 
tative.  219/13,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


WiBx^  Competittona* 


Foreign  and  Coloniai  Section. 

THE  annual  receipts  oT  salmon-coloured  missives, 
which  demonstrate  the  power  of  This  Chemist  and 
Druggist  as  an  Empire-binder,  have  this  year  been  as 
numerous  as  heretofore.  Our  foreign  and  colonial 
brethren  take  as  keen  an  interest  in  the  advertisement 
pages  of  T/ia  Chemists'  and  Dnitji/isfy'  Diary  as  their 
ronfri'res  at  home.  Postcard  A  has  been  the  means  of 
bringing  us  many  valuable  suggestions  and  much  flatter- 
ing comment.  Wc  have  onlj'  space  to  print  a  icv  of 
these.  Postcard  B  is  the  favourite,  however,  and  a 
perusal  of  the  B  cards  demonstrates  the  keenness  and 
shrewdness  of  the  critical  capacity  of  the  colonial.  It  is 
somewhat  singular  to  find,  mcjreover,  that  the  majority 
of  pharmacists  in  New  Zealand,  Tasmania,  Australia, 
Africa,  ('olombia,  Straits  iSettlenients,  West  Indies, 
Ceylon,  British  Guiana,  India,  and  on  the  European 
Continent  have  come  to  practically  the  same  conclusions 
regarding  the  Diary  advertisements  as  our  home  sub- 
scribers. In  only  one  instance — and  in  that  conclusively 
— did  they  differ.  The  "protected"  article  our  foreign 
and  colonial  friends  like  best  is  Elliman's  embrocation 
(pages  10  and  11),  while  "Daisy"  powders — the  favourite 
of  home  candidates — is  given  second  place.  The  "best" 
advertisement  is  that  of  the  Vinolia  Company  (Limited) 
(pages  241-272),  but  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited)  (pages 
(194-200),  as  at  home,  are  general  favourites  all  through 
the  questions.  Other  "bests"  include  Elliman,  Daisy, 
Idris  (page  468),  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited) 
(page  119),  G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons  (Limited)  (pages  136-138), 
and  "the  Diary  itself."  The  "most  artistic  page"  is 
awarded  to  Stevenson  &  Howell  (Limited)  (pages  8  and 
9),  then  come  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited),  Cadbury 
(page  506),  Nestle  (page  500),  Goodall,  Backhou.'^e  &  Co. 
(page  499),  and  the  two  pages  of  the  Paris  Medicine 
Company  (pages  378  and  379).  Daisy  secures  the  palm 
as  the  "cleverest  business-producing"  advertisement, 
followed  by  Vinolia,  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb 
(Limited)  (page  377),  Paris  Medicine  Company,  Cooper's 
Dip  (page  67),  Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.  (page  23),  and 
many  others.  Vinolia  preparations  romp  in  an  easy 
hrst  as  the  "most  artistic  perfumes  and  toilet-articles," 
but  those  of  the  Crown  Perfumery  Company  (pages  19- 
22)  and  of  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited)  (pages  194-195) 
have  many  followers.  As  was  somewhat  to  be  expected, 
the  oversea  competitors  rather  missed  the  point  of  the 
question  regarding  "ailment-name  preparations."  This 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  many  voted  for  Beecham's  pills, 
Elliman's  embrocation,  Blaud's  pills,  Fellows's  syrup,  and 
Winslow's  soothing-syrup.  Beecham,  Elliman,  Fellows, 
and  Winslow  may  be  "ailment-names"  in  the  sense  that 
their  preparations  are  associated  with  ailments,  but  they 
are  not  "ailment-names"  in  the  Somerset  House  sense. 
However,  "Bile  Beans"  (page  325)  found  the  majority  of 
voters,  as  the  well-boomed  Australian  remedy  did  at  home. 

None  of  the  competitors  guessed  all  six  questions  cor- 
rectly and  only  one  guessed  five  right.    This  was 

Mr  J.  Smith  Houghton,  P.O.  Box,  431,  Kimberley, 
S.A., 

and  to  him  we  have  awarded  one  guinea.  The  following 
placed  four  correct  answers  and  to  each  we  have  sent  bs.  : 

Mr.  A.  Daegaville,  Beaconsfield,  Tasmania. 

Messrs.  C.  B.  Rowlands  &  Co.,  Trincomalee  Street, 

Kandy,  Ceylon. 
Mr.  J.  S.  DoDDS,  chemist,  Akaroa,  N.Z. 
Mr.  E.  J.  Burt,  chemist,  Palmerston  North,  N.Z. 

Comments. 

We  select  a  few  of  the  many  excellent  and  helpful 
criticisms  sent  : 

Always  quote  prices  in  your  advertisements  and  illustrate 
them  if  you  aim  at  being  read  by  foreign-speaking  people.— 
Francis  Ramos  &  Co.,  Cartagena,  Colombia. 

The  reproduction  of  the  formulae  in  use  in  the  principal 
hospitals  of  the  A.  C,  together  with  those  of  the  A.  Ph.  F., 
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shows  a  veritable  blending  of  the  British  Empire,  and 
augurs  well  for  the  policy  of  the  cx-Colonial  Secretary. — 
Babthglomew  F.  Miles,  Plaisance,  Mayaro,  Trinidad, 
B.W.I. 

Of  late  the  Stamp  Act  has  been  the  means  of  chemists 
showing  discontent.  The  reason  was  they  did  not  know 
CKacHy  what  by  it  was  meant.  The  Chemist  and  Dbtjggist 
in  thc!r  Diar//  show  the  latest  rendering  of  this  law;  so 
whan  in  doubt  just  have  a  look  at  this,  tlio  chemist's  refer- 
f.ce  booJr.  Your  mind  at  ease,  then  fire  away,  and  stamp 
iust  what  the  book  docs  sav.— I.  N.  Irving,  c/o  Mr.  Forth, 
Umbilo  Road,  Durban,  South  Africa. 

"And  if  indeed  I  cast  the  brand  [book]  away, 
Surelv  a  precious  thing,  one  worthy  note, 
Should  thus  be  lost  for  ever  from  the  earth. 
Which  might  have  pleased  the  eyes  of  many  men." 

Tennyson,  Mort  D'Arthur." 
— Wm.  S.  Priestley,  196  King  William  Street,  Adelaide, 
S.  Australia. 

A  veritable  mine  of  information. — E.  A.  A.  Levy,  Spanish 
Town,  Jamaica,  B.W.I. 

INIany  thanks  for  the  Australian  Pharmacopoeia ;  it  will 
be  much  appreciated  by  dispensers  in  this  country.  It  is 
just  an  item  in  the  practical  utility  of  your  ever-we!como 
Diary. — Chas.  Ekins,  Dandenong,  Victoria,  Australia. 

Home  Criticisms. 

The  respoiiEe  that  we  have  received  this  year  through 
Postcard  A  has  been  quite  embarrassing,  the  comments, 
quotations,  and  rhymes  requiring  much  more  space  than  we 
have  at  our  disposal.  The  work  of  adjudication  has  been 
correspondingly  difficult,  but  after  careful  consideration 
we  award  a  first  prize  of  one  guinea  to  Mr.  John  Austen, 
Sheffield,  for  his  four  quotations  from  Shakespeare,  which 
run  thus  : 

"This  most  goodly  book."  "Valued  at  the  highest 
rate."  "Much  surpassing  the  common."  "Manifests  the 
true  knowledge." 

We  further  award  five  shillings  for  each  of  the  following  : 

The  Diary  is  the  chemist's  compass  and  chart.  By  it  he 
steers  clear  of  the  shoals  and  sunken  reefs  of  a  complicated 
patent-medicine  law,  and  when  in  quest  of  merchandise 
it  bringeth  him  to  the  desired  haven. — WiLLIAM  A.  MuNEO, 
Hawick,  N.B. 

The  Diary  is,  as  usual,  too  near  perfection  to  allow  of 
criticism.  It  represents  an  "  Encyclopasdia  Galenica " 
supplied  on  the  C.  D.  system  as  a  welcome  Christmas 
box. — J.  J.  Wells,  Nottingham. 

It  is — but  words  are  wanting  to  say  what. 
All  that  a  diary  should  be — it  is  that. 
D.  Cboft,  Crowle. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  prize-winners. 


Koticei^  fo  -  ii  sci-tion  nade-  this  he  uJi'ic/  should  he  received 
ly  tie  EJitir  on  H  einesdxy  of  each  week. 


Monday,  May  2. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  London  Section,  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  P.M.  "The  Determination 
of  Minute  (Quantities  of  Bismuth  and  Arsenic  in  Copper 
Ores,"  by  Mr.  T.  C.  Cloud;  "On  Testing  of  Colloids," 
by  Dr.  Mills. 

Dcirsbury  Che7nists'  Association,  Church  House,  Church 
Street,  at  8.45  p.m.    Monthly  meeting. 

Tuesday,  May  3. 
Eoyal  Ihotogra'phic  Society  of  Great  Britain,  66  Russell 
Square,  at  8  P.M.    Mr.  J.  C.  S.  Mummery  on  "  Gum- 
bichromate  Printing." 

Wednesday,  May  4. 
Stockport  Chemists'  Association,  Albert  Hall,   at  9  p.m. 
Slonthly  meeting. 

Thursday,  May  5. 
Peterborough  Chemists'  Association.  Annual  dinner.  Mr. 
Glyn- Jones,  Mr.  A.  S.  Campkin,  and  Mr.  Bremridge 
have  promised  to  be  present.  Tickets  {4s.  each)  can  be 
had  from  Mr.  J.  E.  Saunders,  Narrow  Street,  Peter- 
borough. 


Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association.  Monthly 
meeting. 

lluntgcn  Society.  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8. SO  P.M.  Mr. 
J.  J.  Vezey,  "  T!"e  Rontgen  Society  :  its  past  work  and 
future  pros  locts "  ;  Mr.  F.  II.  Glew,  "  Some  Experi- 
ments with  Alpha  Rays." 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly.  W.,  at 
8  P.M.  Among  the  Papers  to  be  read  are  the  following: 
"  The  Slow  Combustion  of  Ethane,"  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Bone 
and  Mr.  W.  E.  Stockings;  "Note  on  the  Hvdrolys's  of 
Starch  by  Diastase,"  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Ford  ;  '■  The  Resin 
Acids  of  the  Conifcree.  Part  I.  The  Constitution  of 
Abietic  Acid,"  by  Dr.  T.  H.  Easterfield  and  Mr.  G. 
Bagley  ;  "  The  Action  of  Radium  Rays  on  the  Halides 
of  the  Alkali  Metals,  and  Analogous  Effects  Produced 
by  Heat,"  by  I\Ir.  W.  Ackroyd. 

Burnley  Chemists'  Association,  Empress  Hotel,  at  8.30  P.M. 
Monthly  meeting. 

Friday,  May  6. 

Boyal  Institution  cf  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street, 
Piccadilly,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Mr.  P.  Chalmers  ^Mitchell  on 
"Anthropoid  Apes." 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  May  17,  at  the  White- 
hall Roo.is  of  the  Hotel  Metropole,  S.W.,  at  7  p.m.  Tickets 
(one  guinea  each)  may  be  had  from  the  Secretary,  17 
Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 

Bp.iiish  Pharmaceutical  Conference.— A  Special  General 
Meeting  will  be  held  at  17  Bloomsbury  Squai'e,  London, 
W.C,  on  Tuesday,  May  17,  1904,  at  4  p.m.,  to  consider  the 
following  resolution  :  "  That  the  B.P.C.  Formulary  he  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Compendium  Committee  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  for  use  in  the  compila- 
tion of  the  proposed  '  Compendium  of  Medicines.'  " 


The  Following  Educational  Institutions  are  advertising 
in  this  issue  :  — 

School  of  Pharmacy,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 
South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kennington  Road, 
S.E. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Phax-macy,  160-162  Kennington 
Park  Road,  S.E. 

Westminster    College    of    Pharmacy,    Trinity  Square, 
Borough,  S.E. 

London  College  of  Chemistry,  323  Clapham  Road.  S.W. 

Imperial  College  of  Chemistry,  Imperial  Buildings,  Lud- " 
gate  Hill,  E.C. 

Royal  Dispensary,  21  West  Richmond  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Upper 
Duke  Street,  Liverpool. 

Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy,  Clarendon  Road.  Leeds. 

North  of  England  School  of  Pharmacy,  55  Northumber- 
land Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Edinburgh  School  of  Pharmacy,  26  Clyde  Street,  Edin- 
burgh. 

Northern  College  of  Pharmacy,  100  and  102  Burli4igton 

Street,  Manchester. 
Burlington  Correspondence  College,  8  Crescent  Grove, 

Clapham  Common,  S.W. 
Pelman    School    of    Memory    Training,    4  Bloomsbury 

Street,  W^C. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  received  a  copy  of  the 
"  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks  Ordinance,  1903,"  of 
the  British  Central  African  Protectorate,  which  was  enacted 
by  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  that  protectorate  on  Decem- 
ber 4,  1903.  The  Ordinance  provides  that  the  procedure 
in  obtaining  or  opposing  or  extending  the  period  cf  or 
amending  or  revoking  the  grant  of  a  patent,  and  in  regis- 
tering or  opposing  or  amending  the  registration  of  a  design 
or  a  trade-mark,  shall  be  that  in  force  in  England  under 
the  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks  Acts,  1883  to  1901, 
or  under  any  statute  amending  or  substituted  for  the  said 
statute. 

A  Piquant  Table  Sauce,  according^  to  the  "  Caterer," 
may  be  made  from  the  following  ingredients :  Strong 
acetic  acid,  3  oz.  ;  genuine  Indian  soy.  3  oz.  ;  essential  oil 
of  mustard,  5  to  10  drops  (very  pungent)  ;  tincture  of  capsi- 
cum, 1  teaspoontul ;  ground  pepper,  1  teaspoonful ;  water 
to  1  pint.  Mix  thoroughly  and  shake  well  before  serving. 
The  acetic  acid  jnust  be  of  British  Pharmacopoeia  strength 
and  purity;  the  soy  must  be  genuine;  the  essential  oil  of 
mustard  must  be  the  distilled,  about  2s.  6f?.  per  oz. — not  the 
artificial,  10(7.  per  oz.  The  tincture  of  capsicum  is  about 
3(7.  per  oz.  The  sauce  may  be  varied  ;  in  fact,  it  may  even 
be  improved  and  the  cost  lessened  by  making  it  less  acid 
and  sweeter  with  sugar,  &c.  Some  prefer  the  addition  of 
ten  drops  of  tincture  of  asafoetida  per  pint. 
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AMERICAN  AND  CANADIAN  TRADE. 

Keep  in  mind  the  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
May  21,  as  an  opportunity  of  addressing  the  chief  buyers 
of  druggists'  goods  on  the  North  American  Continent. 


This  issue  is  specially  addressed  to  chemists  and  drug- 
gists in  the  Colonies  of  the  British  Empire,  who  will  find  ; 
in  the  pages  which  precede  this  and  in  those  which  follow, 
suggestions  for  replenishing  their  stocks,  creating  new 
business,  and  stimulating  their  interests  as  business-  and 
crafts-men. 

Our  South  African  News-letter  this  week  includes' Some 
particulars  of  Cape  Town  pharmacies  (p.  681).  ■ 

The  NAMES  of  the  successful  candidates  at  the  IVfajor  and 
Minor  examinations  in  London  are  given  on  p.  709. 

Some  particulars  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  Scotland  aro  given  on  p^  .TlT; ' 

Mb.  John  Timpson  died  on  April  22.  He  had  crossei- 
the  Atlantic  forty  times  since  his  birth  on  it  fifty  years  ago 
(p.  687). 

It  was  resolved  at  a  meeting'  of  chemist-opticians  held 
on  Monday  to  form  a  society  to  look  after  trade  interests 
(p.  697). 

Rochelle  Salt  is  the  last  thing  to  occupy  the  attention  of 
metropolitan  public  analysts.  They  are  looking  for  lead 
in  it  (p.  710). 

Amber-glass  Bottles  merit  greater  attention.  This  is 
the  deduction  from  Mr.  Upsher  Smith's  observations  re- 
ported on  p.  693. 

The  First  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Thames  Valley  District 
Chemists'  Association  was  a  distinct  success,  socially  and 
gastronomically  (p.  715). 

A  Testimonial  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  on  his  quitting  phar- 
macy for  the  Bar  appears  to  be  assured.  Mr.  Bunker  tells 
what  is  to  be  done  (p.  718). 

Soap-making,  the  manufacture  of  amber  glass,  cinemato- 
graphs, and  an  Australian  proprietary  are  described  by 
Our  Town  Traveller  (p.  695). 

"  Xrayser  "  chaffs  the  Stamps  Department  of  the  In- 
land Revenue  for  bowing  the  knee  to  the  Stores  on  the 
"approved  remedies"  matter  (p.  699). 

POTASSIO-FEERIC  ARSENATE  is  a  beautiful  scale  prepara- 
tion, which  Dr.  Dobbin  describes,  and  which  promises  to 
be  a  useful  therapeutic  agent  (p.  706). 

Zinc  Sulphate  free  from  manganese  is  practically  un- 
obtainable, says  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott,  and  it  is  surprising  how 
universal  a  chemical  impurity  manganese  is  (p.  707). 

Labels  in  plenty  are  reproduced  on  p.  684  which  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  have  marked,  and  which  con- 
tain points  that  retailers  and  wholesalers  should  note. 

Granular  Preparations,  melting-points,  glycerin  supposi- 
tories, and  other  interesting  galenical  items  are  the  subject 
of  a  paper  by  Mr.  John  Lothian  reported  on  p.  708. 

Mr.  Thos.  Tyrer  gave  a  resume  of  his  views  on  the  need 
for  duty-free  alcohol  for  industrial  nurposes  before  a 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  Arts  on  Wednesday  night  (p.  717). 

The  Lead-test  for  sodium  arsenate  has  been  thoroughly 
examined 'by  Dr.  Leonard  Dobbin,  who  finds  it  practically 
accurate,  but  not  good  enough  to  retain  in  the  B.P.  (p.  706). 

Business  is  extremely  slow  in  Mincing  Lane,  and  values 
are  mostly  tending  downwards.  Quinine,  camphor,  cod- 
liver  oil,  cream  of  tartar,  and  cardamoms  are  all  lower 
(p.  723). 

The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  have  approved  of  six 
well-known  books  of  reference  which  we  submitted,  and 
have  disapproved  of  five  other  books  not  so  well  known 
(p.  684). 

The  War  Office  is  again  offering  a  lot  of  surplus  medical 
stores,  including  fully  500^.  worth  of  tinctures,  which  we 
suggest  had  better  be  bulked  and  sold  for  the  value  as 
alcohol  (p.  700). 

The  North  British  Br.anch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
puts  the  "  parent  body  "  to  shame  by  the  variety  and  value 
of  the  work  which  it  accomplished  at  a  series  of  meetings 
last  Friday  (p.  705). 

An  Early-closing  Bill  has  been  introduced  by  the  Gov- 
ernment this  week,  but  had  not  been  printed  up  to  the 
time  of  our  going  to  press.  So  far  as  we  hear  it  is  a 
Salisbury-Lubbock  Bill  (p.  704). 

Mr.  Jesse  Boot  has  not  allowed  his  sojourn  abroad  to 
prevent  him,  as  the  leader  of  the  companies,  from  re- 
printing the  interview  between  Bristol's  representative 
chemists  and  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach,  and  sending  a  copy 
to  each  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  {p.  704). 
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Corner  for  Stubenta. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 

Students,  please  note.  All  communications  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Editor  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist," 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication. 
The  reports  of  those  who  ignore  this  rule  are  liable  not 
to  be  dealt  with. 

Reports. 

THE  solution  distributed  to  students  on  March  30  was 
prepared  by  dissolving  50  grams  each  of  crystallised 
magnesium  chloride,  potassium  thiosulphate,  and  am- 
monium acetate  in  2,000  grams  of  water.  The  quantity 
of  the  solution  forwarded  to  each  student  contained  about 
0.85  gram  of  the  mixture  of  salts  (calculated  in  the  dry 
state),  the  approximate  proportions  of  the  dry  salts  being  : 

MgCh   0.15  gram 

  ...    0.35  „ 

NH.CaHaO.    0.35  „ 

The  solution  was  remarkably  free  from  impurities. 

Samples  of  the  solution  were  distributed  to  56  students, 
and  34  reports  upon  it  were  received. 

All  of  our  correspondents  were  successful  in  detecting 
the  potassium.  The  failures  in  the  detection  of  the  other 
constituents  were  :  (a)  Metallic  radicals  :  magnesium,  1 ; 
ammonium,  6.  (6)  Acid  radicals  :  hydrochloric,  11 ;  thio- 
sulphuric,  1 ;  acetic,  6. 

The  analytical  problems  placed  before  our  correspond- 
ents in  this  month's  exercise  have  proved  to  be  com- 
iparatively  easily  dealt  with,  and  high  scoring  has  been 
the  result.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  all  the  constituents  of 
the  salts  in  solution  were  capable  of  recognition  during 
the  careful  evaporation  of  a  portion  of  the  solution  to 
dryness  and  the  performance  of  a  few  simple  preliminary 
tests  with  the  residue.  During  the  evaporation,  odours 
due  to  the  evolution,  first  of  acetic  acid  and  afterwards 
of  ammonia,  were  easily  recognised.  The  residue  when 
heated  turned  yellow  and  gave  off  sulphur  and  sulphurous 
anhydride,  indicating  thiosulphate,  before  turning  black 
from  the  decomposition  of  the  acetate.  Heated  in  the 
Bunsen  flame,  it  gave  the  violet  flame  characteristic  of 
potassium.  Heated  on  charcoal  with  cobaltous  nitrate  a 
pink  colour  was  obtained,  indicating  magnesium.  Finally, 
when  the  residue  was  heated  with  concentrated  sulphuric 
acid,  the  evolution  of  a  halogen  acid  was  indicated  by  the 
formation  of  a  white  precipitate,  insoluble  in  nitric  acid, 
when  the  liberated  gases  came  into  contact  with  a  drop  of 
silver-nitrate  solution  held  in  the  tube  on  the  end  of  a 
glass  rod ;  the  behaviour  of  the  original  solution,  on  the 
other  hand,  when  chlorine- water  was  added  to  it  in  slight 
excess,  showing  that  bromide  and  iodide  were  absent.  In 
approaching  the  systematic  analysis  of  the  solution,  a 
number  of  our  correspondents  were  already  in  possession 
of  a  considerable  amount  of  information  regarding  its 
constituents,  gained  from  a  careful  preliminary  ex- 
amination. 

The  numerous  failures  iii  the  detection  of  the  hydro- 
chloric radical  formed  one  of  the  most  noteworthy  features 
in  the  reports  sent  in.  A  few  students  who  recognised 
by  means  of  the  reaction  with  silver  nitrate  that  a  thio- 
sulphate was  present,  made  no  search  for  the  possible 
presence  of  chloride  or  bromide.  Others  added  silver 
nitrate  to  the  original,  solution,  but  failed  to  observe  the 
formation  of  any  precipitate,  and  hence  concluded  that 
chloride,  &c.,  were  absent,  overlooking  the  effect  of  a 


thiosulphate  in  solution  in  preventing  the  formation  of 
precipitates  of  silver  chloride,  &c.,  and  of  dissolving  these 
precipitates  if  already  formed.  When  a  drop  of  silver- 
nitrate  solution  was  added  to  a  small  quantity  of  the 
original  solution,  a  white  precipitate  was  formed  locally, 
but  this  was  almost  instantly  redissolved  on  shaking  up, 
with  formation  of  the  soluble  potassium-silver  thio- 
sulphate. It  was  only  when  excess  of  silver  nitrate  was 
added  that  a  permanent  precipitate  was  obtained.  This 
precipitate  was  white  at  first,  but  soon  passed  through 
yellow  and  brown  to  black,  as  silver  thiosulphate  does. 
Several  students  boiled  the  dark  precipitate  so  obtained 
with  nitric  acid  in  order  to  decompose  its  black  con- 
stituent, silver  sulphide ;  and  they  were  then  able  to  ob- 
serve the  presence  of  a  white  precipitate,  which  consisted 
of  silver  chloride.  There  were  other  methods  whereby 
the  interfering  effect  of  the  thiosulphate  could  be  got  rid 
of  and  the  presence  of  the  chloride  then  confirmed.  The 
following  equations  represent  the  chemical  actions  which 
take  place  in  (a)  the  local  formation  of  the  white  precipi- 
tate of  silver  thiosulphate ;  (6)  the  dissolving  of  this 
silver  thiosulphate  in  excess  of  potassium  thiosulphate ; 
(c)  the  conversion  of  the  soluble  complex  silver  salt  so 
formed  into  insoluble  silver  thiosulphate  by  the  action 
of  excess  of  silver  nitrate ;  (d)  the  interaction  of  silver 
thiosulphate  and  water,  whereby  black  silver  sulphide  is 
formed ;  and  (e)  the  dissolving  of  silver  chloride  in  solu- 
tion of  potassium  thiosulphate  : 

(a)  K.S.O, -I- 2AgN03  =  2KNO3  +  K Ags.Oa ; 

(b)  Ag.S.O,-fKaS.O,  =  2KAgS.03; 

(c)  KAgS.03+AgN03  =  KN0,-t-Ag.S.03; 
(6)  Ag.SaO,-l-H,0  =  Ag.S+H.SO.; 

(e)  AgCl+K.S303  =  KCl-fKAgS.03. 

Silver  chloride  and  several  other  silver  salts  which  are 
insoluble  in  water  and  dilute  acids,  dissolve  freely  in  solu- 
tions of  alkali-metal  cyanides  and  sulphites  as  well  as  in 
those  of  the  thiosulphates,  complex  soluble  salts  being 
formed  in  these  cases  also. 

A  number  of  students  reported  traces  of  calcium  in  the 
solution,  but  we  were  not  able  to  obtain  evidence  of 
its  presence.  The  supposed  precipitate  of  aluminium 
hydroxide,  reported  by  several  students,  was  really  magne- 
sium hydroxide,  precipitated  by  the  addition  of  ammonia 
to  solutions  which  did  not  contain  a  sufficiency  of  ammo- 
nium chloride.  A  few  students  erroneously  reported  iron 
to  be  present  as  an  important  impurity,  a  fact  which 
indicates  notable  contamination  with  iron  of  the  acids  or 
other  chemicals  employed  by  them. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 
Samuel  Manners,  7  Vere  Street,  Oxford  Street,  W. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 
Fred.  J.  Watt,  Hingham,  Norfolk. 

Fii:st  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a 
price  not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a 
first  prize. 

Second  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about 
five  shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher,  naming  the  book  or  books 

they  select.   

Marks  awarded  foe  Analyses. 

i.  Correspondents  who  are  unqualified  : 

Samuel  Manners   99  Hattie        ...       ...       ...  96 

Fred.  J.  Watt   ,98  Salex   ...  .  96 

Manev    97  J.  McA.    •  ...  ...-  95 

Sulphur   ...  ,97  J.  R.  H.      ...   .95 

W.  P.'  P.     ...   97  Nondum   95 

Hamiltonia  96  Sally  Brcwii    95 
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Muriel   

...  94 

o  Naphthol  ... 
iieta-Niiphthol 

Boxer   

...  80 

K.  B.  McB  

...  10 

Hypo  

Practical   

...  7a 

fS.  H.  John.soii 

q.  K.  D  

...  19 

H.  McLean  ... 

W.  Arbee   

...  79 

Xenon 

J.  W.  B  

...  77 

KI   

t'oeniculi   

.      ...  75 

2.  Correspondents  who  are  qualified,  or  who  have  not 
indicated  that  they  arc  unqualified  : 

Alchemist   97     Danwer      ...       ...       ...  77 

Alchemy    81     Morphia   -97 

Aloes  98     Ultra-violet   56 

Oryptopine   98 

Hamiltonia. — It  was  futile  to  add  hydrochloric  acid  (as 
a  test  for  silver,  mercurous,  and  lead  salts)  to  the  filtrate 
from  which  you  had  removed  the  sulphur  liberated  on 
boiling  the  original  solution  with  hydrochloric  acid.  Think 
this  out,  and,  if  necessary,  try  a  few  experiments  to  satisfy 
yourself  that  it  was  so. 

J.  McA. — The  sharp  odour  produced  when  the  original 
solution  was  treated  with  sulphuric  acid  was  due  to 
sulphurous  anhydride  liberated  from  the  thiosulphate  pre- 
sent, and  it  did  not  indicate  the  presence  of  a  chloride. 

NoNDUM  and  Muriel. — The  addition  of  sodium  thiosul- 
phate to  the  original  solution  along  with  bismuth  nitrate, 
in  order  to  test  for  potassium,  was  unnecessary  since  the 
.solution  already  contained  the  thiosulphurio  radical ;  but 
you  make  no  mention  of  having  added  a  large  quantity  of 
alcohol,  without  which  you  could  not  obtain  the  character- 
istic precipitate  of  potassium-bismuth  thiosulphate. 

Boxer. — It  is  not  easy  to  explain  the  indications  of  the 
presence  of  a  carbonate  which  you  obtained.  Perhaps  you 
permitted  the  lime-water  you  employed  for  the  test  to 
remain  so  long  exposed  to  the  air  that  it  yielded  a  per- 
ceptible precipitate  owing  to  the  action  of  atmospheric 
carbonic  anhydride. 

R.  B.  McB. — You  are  under  a  misapprehension  regarding 
the  gas  liberated  from  the  solution  by  the  action  of  hydr^ 
chloric  acid.  This  gas  was  sulphurous  anhydride — not 
hydrogen  sulphide.  Moreover,  if  it  liad  been  the  latter,  this 
would  have  indicated  the  presence  of  a  sulphide,  not  that 
of  a  sulphite.  We  cannot  understand  your  failure  to  detect 
the  evolution  of  ammonia  wlien  the  solution  was  boiled  with 
sodium  hydroxide. 

Practical. — We  are  gratified  to  know  that  you  find  the 
neat  test  of  Deniges  to  give  satisfactory  results  in  searching 
for  citrates. 

Q.  E.  D.  and  S.  H.  Johnson. — In  our  hands,  the  original 
solution  did  not  give  any  precipitate  on  the  addition  of  a 
drop  of  barium-nitrate  solution. 

W.  Arbee. — We  have  repeatedly  called  attention  in  this 
column  to  the  fact  that  magnesium  sulphate  is  in  almost 
every  case  worse  than  useless — i.e.,  absolutey  misleading — 
as  a  test  for  carbonate  or  bicarbonate.  Note  further  that 
mercuric  chloride  does  not  give  any  precipitate  with  a  pure 
solution  of  a  bicarbonate.    Read  the  reply  to  "  Boxer." 

J.  W.  B. — We  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  reaction 
for  citrates  which  you  report. 

FffiNIcuLl. — For  a  reason  which  ought  to  be  obvious, 
silver  salts  which  are  insoluble  in  water  should  not  be 
tested  with  hydrochloric  acid  with  a  view  to  ascertaining 
their  solubility  in  dilute  acids.  W'e  could  not  obtain  any 
indication  of  the  presence  of  phosphate. 

o-Naphthol  and  Hypo. — The  supposed  precipitate  of 
aluminium  hydro.xide  really  consisted  of  magnesium  hydrox- 
ide, precipitated  because  the  quantity  of  ammonium  chloride 
present  was  too  small.  The  trace  of  iron  detected  was  prob- 
ably introduced  as  impurity  in  some  of  the  reagents  added. 

Beta-Naphthol. — The  interfering  effect  of  the  thiosul- 
phate in  the  acetic-ether  test  for  acetate  was  easily  over- 
come by  the  addition  of  chlorine- water  in  slight  excess,  so 
as  to  convert  all  the  thiosulphate  into  sulphate.  See  also 
the  reply  immediately  preceding. 

H.  McLean.-  It  does  not  appear  from  your  report  that 
vou  applied  any  test  for  the  presence  of  ammonium  salts. 
See  the  reply  to  "  Q.  E.  D." 

KI. — From  the  procedure  you  describe,  we  imagine  that 
the  precipitate  you  mistook  for  calcium  citrate  really  con- 
sisted of  magnesium  hydroxide. 

Ultra-a  iolet. — If  you  added  alcohol  in  large  excess  along 
with  bismuth  nitrate  when  testing  simultaneously  for  potas- 
sium and  the  thiosulphurio  radical,  you  ought  to  have  stated 


this  clearly  in  your  report.  If  you  did  not  add  it,  you  can- 
not have  obtained  the  yellow  precipitate  of  potassium-bis- 
muth thiosulphate. 

The  Analytical  Tournament. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  Winter  Session  v.'e  offered  a 
First  Prize  of  books  value  21.  2s.  and  a  certificate  to  the 
competitor  who  gained  the  highest  aggregate  of  msrks  in 
the  six  analyses  during  the  months  November,  1903,  to 
April,  1904;  a  Second  Prize  of  books  value  1?.  1?.  and  a 
certificate  to  the  competitor  who  gained  the  second  highest 
I  aggregate ;  and  a  Third  Prize  of  any  two  books  published 
j  by  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  and  a  certificate  to  the 
j  competitor  who  gained  the  third  highest  aggregate.  The 
exercise  reported  upon  above  is  the  concluding  analysis  of 
the  Tournament  series,  and  we  are  now  able  to  announce 
the  names  of  the  winners  of  these  prizes.  Altogether 
107  students  took  part  in  the  competition,  and  a  large 
number  of  the  reports  sent  in  gave  evidence  of  much  pains- 
!  taking  care  in  the  analyses.    The  contest  for  the  top  places 
was  exceedingly  keen  throughout,  and  a  very  high  standard 
of  excellence  was  attained  by  all  three  of  the  prize-winners, 
as  the  numbers  given  below  testify. 

The  first  place  in  the  Tournament  has  been  gained  by 
"Acetone"  (Mr.  F.  J.  Watt,  Hingham,  Norfolk),  with 
the  highly  creditable  aggregate  of  574  marks,  made  up, 
with  exceptional  steadiness,  of  92,  97,  98,  99,  90.  and  98, 
and  to  him  the  first  prize  has  been  awarded. 

The  second  place  and  prize  are  taken  by  "  Cryptopine  " 
(Mr.  Robert  H.  Martin,  c/o  Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith, 
Limited,  19  Duke  Street,  Edinburgh),  with  an  aggregate 
of  570  marks,  made  up,  also  with  most  praiseworthy 
'  steadiness,  of  96,  95,  98,  97,  86,  and  98. 

The  third  place  and  prize  are  taken  by  "Poly"  (Mr. 
Samuel  Manners,  7  Vere  Street,  Oxford  Street,  London, 
W.),  with  an  aggregate  of  566  marks,  made  up,  again  with 
almost  unbroken  steadiness,  of  98,  83,  96,  93,  97,  and  99. 

We  heartily  congratulate  the  above-named  gentlemen  on 
the  results  of  their  sustained  efforts  throughout  the  winter, 
and  we  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  them  what  books 
they  desire. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  competition  we  intimated  that 
progress  awards  would  be  made  to  those  deserving  of 
recognition.  These  we  now  give  to  Francis  W.  Boon, 
65  Ashland  Road,  Nether  Edge,  Sheffield,  and  to  Arthur 
G.  Maxfield,  27  Pisgah  House  Road,  Broomhill,  Sheffield. 
Each  of  them  will  receive  Proctor's  "  Pharmaceutical  Test- 
ing "  and  "Practical  Methods  of  Urine-analysis." 

The  Confectioner  Complains. — For  some  time  past  the 
confectioner  has  had  to  recognise  the  tendency  on  the  part 
of  the  "cash  chemist"  to  compete  with  him  in  certain  lines. 
Ill  London  just  now  the  windows  of  the  establishments  of 
Boots',  Taylor's,  Day's,  and  other  cutters"  of  medicines 
and  confections  are  partly  given  over  to  a  display  of  linseed, 
liquorice,  and  chlorodyne  lozenges  at  B^rf.  a  pound.  The 
goods  bear  no  recognised  mark  or  name,  and  are  therefore 
probably  specially  made  for  the  proprietors  of  drug  stores 
and  other  greedy  traders  who  are  not  content,  like  the  cobbler, 
"to  stick  to  their  lasts."  For  a  chemist  to  offer  so-called 
medicinal  lozenges  at  this  price  is  sufficiently  indicative  of 
the  length  to  which  these  multiple-shop  owners  will  go  in 
order  to  filch  custom  from  men  in  other  trades.  The  con- 
fectioner is  not  the  only  trader  who  suffers  from  the  greed 
of  these  respectable  butchers  of  legitimate  profits.  Dealers 
in  fancy  goods  are  amongst  their  victims.  Stationery,  electro- 
plated articles,  cheap  jewellery,  baking-powder,  and  Christ- 
mas crackers  are  a  few  of  the  lines  which  can  be  obtained 
at  these  places.  If  they  would  only  add  a  millinery  and 
dressmaking  department,  and  run  a  free-luncheon  buffet 
for  their  lady  customers,  thev  might  set  up  in  opposition  to 
Harrod's  or  Whiteley's.  Tlien,  perhaps,  they  would  en- 
deavour to  obtain  above  a  halfpenny  an  ounce  for  linseed, 
liquorice  and  chlorodyne  lozenges.  They  are  surely  worth 
more  than  this  when  sold  over  the  chemist's  counter,  unless 
1  their  appearance  belies  their  quality. — Confectioners'  Union. 
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Local  newspapers  containing'  marked   items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Grimsby  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion, which  was  to  have  been  held  on  April  28,  was  post- 
poned on  account  of  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  E.  M. 
Hearne. 

Th?  Square  Club  ' '  ladies'  night "  came  off  at  the 
Flprence  on  Tuesday,  April  26,  when  Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen 
presided.  It  was  a  delightful  evening,  the  music  being 
particularly  good. 

Frank  Hayes  and  Charles  Anderson  have  been  remanded 
by  the  Altrincham  Magistrates  on  a  charge  of  attempted 
burglary  at  the  premises  of  Boots,  Cash  Chemists 
(Limited),  of  that  t"wn. 

The  members  of  the  Manchester  and  North  of  England 
Optical  Society  are  making  strong  efforts  to  secure  the 
diploma  of  the  S.M.C.,  by  meeting  twice  every  Wednes- 
day for  a  month  for  sight-testing  practice  in  preparation 
for  the  forthcoming  examination  in  London. 

On  April  19,  as  a  herd  of  bullocks  were  being  driven 
through  Ticehurst,  one  of  the  animals  walked  into  the 
pharmacy  of  Mr.  E.  Corke,  and  before  leaving  poked  his 
horns  into  the  centre  glass  panel  of  a  showcase  and  through 
the  glass  at  the  top  part  of  the  shop-door,  and  finished  up 
with  breaking  two  bottles  of  Owbridge's  lung-tonic. 

The  telegraphic  type  machines  on  Saturday  last  clicked 
off  the  following  paragraph  : 

British  Cotton-cultivation. 

12.57.  The  Ex.  Tel.  Co.  states  that  a  report  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  on  Cotton-cultivation  in  the  British  Empire  and 
in  Egypt,  by  Professor  Wyndham  Dunstan,  F.R.S.,  director 
of  the  Imperial  Institute  at  South  Kensington,  was  issued 
this  afternoon. 

Emile  Pickard,  a  motor-driver,  has  been  committed  for 
trial  on  a  charge  of  the  manslaughter  of  Mr.  F.  P.  Job, 
a  young  City  clerk,  by  recklessly  driving  a  motor-car  on  j 
the  Brighton  Road  near  Banstead.    Mr.  Williani  Sayer,  j 
■  chemist's    assistant,    Beresford    Road,    Canonbury,    was  i 
cycling  with  Mr.  Job  when  the  accident  occurred,  and  he 
was  one  of  the  witnesses  at  Epsom  County  Bench  on  Mon- 
day, when  Pickard  was  charged. 

At  Hove  on  April  19,  Flora  Welby,  a  fashionably- 
dressed  lady  of  position  in  the  town,  and  said  to  be 
possessed  of  considerable  means,  was  fined  10s.  and  costs 
for  stealing  two  bottles  of  scent  from  the  shop  of  Messrs. 
Long  &  Son,  chemists,  of  65  Western  Road,  Hove.  It 
was  stated  that  on  account  of  extensive  peculations  at  the 
scent-counter  a  watch  was  kept  by  the  wife  of  the  junior 
partner,  who  saw  prisoner  take  the  two  bottles  of  scent 
from  the  counter  and  put  them  into  her  pocket. 

At  the  Gloucester  County  Court  last  week,  a  gardener 
named  Richings  made  a  claim,  under  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act,  in  respect  of  injury  of  a  kind  stated  to 
be  unique  in  the  history  of  such  proceedings.  The  appli- 
cant, employed  by  Mrs.  Ancrum,  St.  Leonard's  Court, 
stooped  to  pick  up  some  dead  leaves,  when  he  inadvertently 
brought  his  face  in  contact  wi^h  an  American  aloe-plant, 
a  spike  of  which  penetrated  his  left  eye,  causing  serious 
injury.  The  doctor  thought  probably  the  juice  of  the 
aloe  acted  as  an  irritant  poison.  Judge  Ellicott  awarded 
the  applicant  half-a-guinea  weekly  jjIus  half  the  rateable 
value  of  the  house  he  occupied. 

C.O.D.  is  now  a  C-o-d. 

Mr.  Henniker  Heaton,  M.P.,  has  announced  that  in  view 
of  the  strong  opposition  offered  by  provincial  traders,  he 
has  abandoned  his  advocacy  of  the  cash  on  delivery 
system.  Mr.  Heaton  also  says  that  from  a  similar  cause 
the  Postmaster -General  has  decided  not  to  introduce  the 
proposal. 


Birmingham  TTotes. 

Mr.  W.  Corbett,  chemist  and  druggist,  was  last  week 
appointed  Chairman  of  the  Bromsgrove  District  Council 
by  a  majority  of  three  votes  over  his  opponent. 

In  the  April  examinations  for  the  Minor  Birmingham 
did  remarkably  well.  All  passed  the  first  day's  work ; 
but,  alas !  it  is  stated  that  the  second  day  proved 
disastrous.  Nearly  all  who  failed  did  so  in  that  most 
tantalising  and  unsatisfactory  manner  of  going  through 
the  rooms  and  coming  down  on  the  aggregate. 

The  house  which  Mr.  John  Barclay  built  at  Barnet 
Green,  which  is  freehold,  and  stands  in  nearly  two  acres 
of  grounds,  is  advertised  for  sale  by  auction  on  May  17. 
There  will  be  a  spirited  bidding,  for  it  is  charmingly 
situated  650  feet  above  sea-level,  and  commands  a  grand 
uninterrupted  view  of  the  Clee,  Habberley,  Clent,  and 
Walton  Hills. 

Mr.  A.  H,  Harries,  chemist,  of  Birmingham,  will  benefit 
largely  under  a  will  of  the  late  Mr.  T.  D.  Harries,  of  187 
Heathfield  Road,  Handsworth,  who  died  on  February  21 
last,  leaving  estates  valued  at  12,474;!.  13s.  gross,  and  at 
8,729^.  lis.  lOd.  net.  Probate  having  been  granted  to 
the  widow,  son,  and  daughter,  the  testator  left  the  in- 
come from  his  residuary  estate  to  his  wife,  son,  and 
daughter,  in  equal  shares,  with  the  remainder  to  the 
survivor  under  certain  limitations. 

Birmingham  Drugs. 
In  his  report  for  1903,  Mr.  J.  F.  Liverseege,  F.I.C., 
Ph.C,  the  analyst  for  the  city  of  Birmingham,  states  that 
of  fifty-one  samples  of  drugs  analysed  forty-seven  were 
genuine  and  four  adulterated,  or  8  per  cent. — a  very  similar 
proportion  to  that  found  in  the  two  previous  years,  and 
much  better  than  in  the  years  1892  to  1899,  when  the 
proportion  of  adulteration  ranged  from  19  to  27  per  cent. 
A  great  improvement  in  the  quality  of  camphorated-oil 
is  noted.  The  samples  of  tincture  of  arnica  and  iodine 
examined  were  all  found  to  be  genuine.  Reference  was 
made  to  the  cases  of  error  in  supplying  borax  for  sodium 
carbonate,  and  to  an  unsatisfactory  sample  of  wood  char- 
coal. In  noting  some  samples  of  sal  volatile  deficient  in  am- 
monium carbonate,  Mr.  Liverseege  says  he  does  not  use 
the  Pharmacopoeia  test  for  carbonate,  as  it  is  untrust- 
worthy, and  has  been  the  cause  of  some  apparently 
contradictory  analyses.  Samples  of  cod-liver  oil,  castor 
oil,  Epsom  salts,  and  spirits  of  camphor  were  found  to 
be  genuine. 

Bolton  Notes. 

Knott  Brothers,  chemists,  Bolton,  have  secured  the  con- 
tract of  the  Bolton  Infirmary  for  drugs,  &c. 

The  Workhouse  Committee  of  the  Bolton  Board  of 
Guardians  have  elected  Mr.  Percy  Knott  Chairman  for  the 
ensuing  twelve  months.  Mr.  Knott  was  also  elected  on 
the  Union  Assessment  Committee. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Bolton  Board  of  Guardians  on 
April  20,  Miss  May  Burt,  chemist  and  druggist,  was 
j  appointed  dispenser  at  the  LTnion  workhouse,  in  place  of 
I  Miss  J.  M.  Dale,  who  has  resigned. 

Sir  Henry  Koscoe's  Jubilee. 
An  interesting  gathering  took  place  at  Owens  College. 
Manchester,  on  Friday  evening,  April  22,  in  connection 
1  with  the  celebration  of  Sir  Henry  Roscoe's  Graduation 
!  Jubilee.     The  whole  of  the  professorial  staff  of  Victoria 
University,  together  with  a  large  body  of  students  and 
many  influential  citizens  and  visitors  from  a  distance,  were 
present.    Addresses  of  congratulation  were  offered  to  Sir 
Henry,  in  which  his  achievements  in  chemical  science  were 
dwelt  upon.    The  Universities  of  Cambridge,  Heidelberg, 
London,  Wales,   Montreal,  Liverpool,   Birmingham,  the 
Scottish  Universities,  and  numerous  other  seats  of  learning 
and  learned  Societies,  both  British  and  foreign,  presented 
such  addresses.     Congratulatory  messages  were  also  re- 
ceived from  scientists  in  all  parts  of  Europe,  the  United 
States,  Canada,  and  India.    Sir  Henry,  in  acknowledging 
the  address  from  his  former  pupils  at  Owens  College, 
said  that  if  he  had  succeeded  in  forming  a_  School  of 
I  Chemistry  at  Owens  College,  it  was  because,  in  the  first 
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place,  he  learned  from  Bunsen  how  the  foundation  of  such 
a  school  must  be  laid ;  and,  secondly,  because  he 
fortunately  secured  the  co-operation  of  good  men  and 
true.  Replying  to  other  addresses,  he  said  the  University 
of  London  has  great  aspirations,  and  intends  to  become  a 
seat  of  higher  learning  and  research,  worthy  of  the  Metro- 
polis of  the  Empire.  That  it  will  succeed  in  its  task  he 
had  no  manner  of  doubt,  and  one  good  reason  for  that 
belief  was  that  they  have  as  their  first  principal  Sir 
Arthur  Riicker.  Acknowledging  the  presentation  of  the 
Jubilee  Diploma  of  the  University  of  Heidelberg,  he  said 
he  sometimes  thought  the  English  public  are  not  sufficiently 
aware  of  and  do  not  sufficiently  appreciate  the  liberality  of 
the  German  Universities  to  men  of  science.  They  are 
there  received  most  hospitably,  not  as  strangers,  but  as 
fellow-workers,  and  instructed  at  the  cost  of  the  German 
nation  for  the  professional  fees  paid,  all  but  a  fraction  of 
the  University  expenses  and  the  bulk  of  the  charges  being 
defrayed  by  several  State  Governments. 

Institute  of  Chemistry. 
Part  II.  of  the  "Proceedings"  of  1904  has  just  been 
issued.  It  contains  a  report  of  the  26th  annual  general 
meeting  held  on  March  1  at  30  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C., 
Mr.  David  Howard  (President)  in  the  chair,  to  which  is 
added  the  President's  address  in  full.  Following  this  are 
notes  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  during  February 
and  March.  At  the  last  of  these  meetings  a  special  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  reconsider  the  suggestion  that 
the  Institute  should  hold  examinations  with  a  view  to  the 
promotion  of  the  better  training  of  technical  chemists. 

The  British  Medical  Association. 

Among  the  notices  of  motion  which  are  to  be  considered 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association 
in  July  are  the  following,  emanating  from  the  Wands- 
worth division  of  the  Metropolitan  Counties  Branch  : 

That  it  is  desirable  that  the  Central  Council  draw  the 
attention  of  the  medical  profession  individually  to  the 
fact  that  by  recommending  by  name  certain  drugs  and 
certain  preparations  of  those  drugs,  they  are  not  only 
allowing  themselves  to  be  used  indirectly  as  touts  for 
vvholosale  druggists,  but  are  also  helping  their  patients  to 
iorm,  either  in  themselves  or  others,  serious  habits  of  drug 
abuse. 

That  with  the  view  of  checking  the  indiscriminate  dis- 
pensing of  dangerous  drugs,  the  Central  Council  of  this 
Association  be  requested  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
investigate  the  subject,  either  alone  or  in  conjunction  with 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  to  report  what  steps  they 
would  recommend  should  be  taken  to  remedy  the  present 
grave  defect  in  the  law. 

JNTewcastle  Chooses. 
A  meeting  of  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
resident  in  the  district  was  held  in  the  Hotel  Metropole, 
Newcastle,  on  Wednesday  evening,  to  make  a  selection  of 
candidates  to  be  supported  at  the  forthcoming  Council 
election.  Ihe  meeting  was  representative.  Mr.  G.  F. 
Merson  presided,  and  the  following  were  selected  for 
support  :  Messrs.  Betty,  Currie,  Hagon,  Gifford,  News- 
holme,  Robinson,  a,nd  Sargeant. 

L.C.C.  Contracts. 
At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council 
on  Tuesday,  the  Asylums  Committee  reported  that  they 
had  entered  into  the  following  contracts  for  the  eight 
asylums  and  the  epileptic  colony  for  twelve  months  :  Dis- 
infectants--Messrs.  Middleton  Brothers,  304;.  9s.  5d. 
Drugs— Messrs,  Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King,  at  45  per 
cent,  discount.  Druggists'  sundries — iUessrs.  Burgoyne, 
Burbidges  &  Co..  at  25^  per  cent,  discount.  Photograpuic 
goods— Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  at  12^  per 
cent,  discount. 

Chemists  as  Public  Men. 

Mr.  J.  Wynne  Williams,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
elected  Chairman  of  the  Mold  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  has  been  again  appointed 
Chairman  of  the  Hospital  Committee  rf  the  Shemeld 
Board  of  Guardians,  a  post  v.'hich  he  has  held  tcntinuouslv 
since  1894, 


Mr.  John  Parry,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Talgarih,  naa 
been  elected  a  member  of  the  Breconshire  County  Council. 

Mr.  F.  S.  Moore,  chemist.  Castle  Gary,  Somerset,  has 
been  re-elected  Chairman  of  the  Parish  Council  and  also 
a  Guardian  and  member  of  the  Wincanton  Rural  District 
Council. 

Mr.  A.  Sidney  Campkin,  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council,  has  'ceen  elected  Chairman  of  the  Cambridgq 
Board  of  Guardians.  The  Mayor  (Dr.  Dalton)  is  hia 
Vice- Chairman. 

Drug-inspection  in  London. 
The  subjoined  refer  to  the  quarterly  reports  presented 
this  week  to  the  respective  Borough  Councils  by  the  Public 
Analysts  : 

Dcptjord. — Fourteen  samples  of  cod-liver  oil  were  exam- 
ined and  all  were  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  B.P.  1898. 

Chtlsca. — Six  samples  of  liquefied  carbolic  acid,  B.P., 
were  examined,  two  were  5  per  cent,  deficient  hj  strength, 
and  one  was  6  per  cent,  in  excess  of  B.P.  strength.  Of  six 
samples  of  perchloride  of  mercury  lotion,  8  gr.  to  8  oz.  of 
water,  four  were  of  the  prescribed  strength  and  two  were 
SO  per  cent,  in  excess. 

Lewis/iam. — Three  samples  of  lime-water  were  examined 
and  one  of  tincture  of  iodine.    All  were  genuine. 

Wandsworth. — Two  samples  of  lime-water,  two  of  cream  of 
tartar,  one  of  lead-and-opium  pills,  and  one  of  compound 
tincture  of  rhubarb  were  examined,  and  all  were  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  B,P. 

Contracts. 

The  Ch'ertsey  Urban  District  Council  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Jago,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  the 
supply  of  drugs  to  the  hospital. 

The  Isle  of  Thanet  Joint  Hospital  Board  have  ap- 
pointed Mr.  V.  J.  Woolls,  chemist  and  druggist,  Margate, 
to  be  chemist  to  the  hospital  for  the  ensuing  half-year. 

The  East  Ham  Urban  District  Council  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Mr.  Knights  Dack,  chemist  and  druggist, 
93  Plashet  Grove,  East  Ham,  for  the  supply  of  disinlect 
ants,  drugs,  medicines,  and  chemists'  sundries  for  tha 
ensuing  year. 

A  Scotch  Assistant  in  Trouble. 
At  the  Cheltenham  Police  Court  on  Tuesday,  April  26, 
before  Colonel  Thoyts  (in  the  chair)  and  Mr.  H.  Fana 
Gladwin,  Alexander  Robinson  Dodds,  assistant,  in  the 
employ  of  Mr.  James  Stewart,  chemist.  High  Street, 
pleaded  guilty  to  a  charge  of  obtaining  a  situation  by  the 
use  of  a  false  certificate  of  character.  In  March  last  the 
prisoner  applied  to  Mr.  Stewart  for  an  advertised  vacancy, 
stating  that  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  had 
eight  years'  experience  in  the  trade,  including  two  years 
in  a  good-class  pharmacy  in  London.  He  also  stated  that 
he  had  been  in  "  his  present  situation"  for  a  year,  enclosed 
a  reference,  and  asked  for  30^.  a  week  salary.  The  refer- 
ence purported  to  be  from  a  Mr.  D.  T.  Smith,  16  Kings- 
mead  Terrace,  Bath.  Mr.  Stewart  had  an  interview  with 
prisoner,  and  as  his  inquiries  turned  out  apparently  satis- 
factory, Dodds  started  in  his  service  on  March  21,  After 
some  time  i\Ir.  Stewart  had  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness 
of  the  character  received,  and  making  inquiries  of  a  gentle- 
man in  Bath,  found  that  there  was  no  such  person  as 
Mr.  D.  T.  Smith  carrying  on  business  as  a  chemist  in  the 
city. 

Superintendent  Hopkins  stated  that  he  went  to  Bath  on 
Saturday  last  and  made  inquiries.  The  address  whence 
the  testimonial  from  "Mr.  D,  T,  Smith"  was  dated  was 
that  of  a  lodging-house.  He  also  found  that  in  April, 
1903,  prisoner  went  as  an  assistant  to  a  Mr.  Collis, 
chemist,  of  Bath,  where  he  remained  a  short  time,  since 
when  he  had  been  out  of  employment. 

Prisoner  made  no  defence,  and  expressed  regret.  The 
Chairman  said  the  offence  was  a  very  serious  one,  and 
prisoner  would  be  fined  5^.  and  costs  (16.s.),  or  in  default 
a  month's  imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 

A  lady  in  court  said  that  she  had  telephoned  to 
prisoner's  home  in  Scotland  fcr  mcney  and  was  expecting  it 
by  wire.  Prisoner,  before  he  was  removed  from  the  dock, 
alsf)  said  that  the  mcr.ey  wculd  be  found. 
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Bogus  Orders. 

At  Southwark  Police  Court  on  April  26,  William  James 
Barnes  (21),  clerk,  of  Gladstone  Buildings,  Willow  Street, 
Finsbury,  was  charged  with  •  obtaining  37.  IQs.  6d.  by 
fraudulent  pretences  from  William  James- Green,  chemist, 
of  Lower  Marsh,  Lambeth.  The  evidence  was  to  the 
effect  that  the  prisoner  represented  himself  as  a  traveller 
employed,  by  .Messrs.  Ismay  &  Sons,  .wholesale  chemists 
a,nd  druggists,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and. he  waited  upon  the 
prosecutor  for  orders.  The  prosecutor  ordered  blood  mix- 
ture and  pills,  and  paid  the  prisoner  3^.  10*'.  6d.  in  post- 
dated postal  orders  payable  to  Messrs.  Ismay  &  Sons. 
No  goods  arrived,  and  communication  with  the  firm 
exposed,  the  fraud.  ■  A  Post  Office  detective  deposed 
that  the  postal  orders  were  cashed  soon  after  they  were 
issued.  .By  means  of  chemicals,  the  note  across  them 
that  they  were  not  to  be  paid  until  after  a  certain  date 
was  erased,  and  "London"  was  substituted  for  "New- 
castle" as  the  place  of  payment.  Two  bottles  of  "  chemical 
eradicator  "  were  fOund  At  the  prisoner's  lodgings.  Com- 
plaints against  him  had  been  received  from  various  parts 
of  the  country  and  he  was  remanded. 

Not  the  Draught. 
On  April  27,  at  Hammersmith,  Mr.  Drew  held  an 
inquest  on  a  journalist  named  Thomas  Arthur  Carpenter. 
Deceased  was  arrested  on  a  charge  of  being  drunk  and 
incapable,  and  placed  in  the  cells  at  Hammersmith  Police 
Station.  Four  hours  later  he  died  suddenly,  before  a 
doctor  could  be  called,  and  it  was  rumoured  that  his 
death  was  the  result  of  poison.  The  evidence  of  Dr. 
Townsend  was  that  death  was  due  to  serous  apoplexy  and 
chronic  alcoholism.  It  was  stated  that  the  night  before 
his  death  a  friend  brought  him  a  sleeping-draught. 
Frank  Douglas  Bray,  a  chemist  and  druggist,  of  90  King 
Street,  stated  that  he  sold  the  sleeping-draught  to  the 
friend  of  deceased.  It  was  simply  a  little  bromide,  tinc- 
ture of  henbane,  and  sal  volatile.  Dr.  Townsend  said  this 
draught  was  harmless,  and  unconnected  with  the  case. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  in  accordance  with  the  medical 
evidence. 

An  Unfortunate  Injection. 
An, adjourned  inquest  was  held  at  Burslem,  on  April  22, 
by  Mr,  Hugh  W.  Adams,  with  reference  to  the  death  of 
Owen  Faulkner  (27),  bricklayer.    Deceased  suffered  from 
tonsiU^is,  and  Dr.  Mott  lanced  the  tonsils.    The  patient 
could. ,  not   sleep   afterwards,   and   the   doctor    gave  a 
hypodejrmic  injection  of  morphine.      Faulkner  went  to 
sleep  in  a  short  time,  and  about  half  an  hour  later  there 
was  a  perceptible  change  in  his  condition.    The  doctor  was 
called,  but  the  patient  expired.    In  his  evidence  Dr.  C.  H. 
Mott  said  the  strength  of  the  hypodermic  injection  ad- 
ministered by  him  was  "  one  grain  to  twenty-two  drops  of 
water."    He  gave  four  drops  of  the  solution,  representing 
about  one-fifth  of  a  grain.    Prior  to  the  man's  death 
he  did  not  notice  any  darkness  about  the  face,  such  as 
would  be  present  in  morphine-poisoning,  but  there  was  a 
slight  blueness  about  the  lips.    The  pupils  of  the  eyes 
were  only  very  moderately  contracted.    The  pulse  became 
very  weak,  and  he  then  gave  a  hypodermic  injection  of 
strychnine,    repeating    the    injection    in    five  minutes. 
Deceased  became  worse,  and  witness  sent  for  Dr.  Allcock 
to  assist  him,  but  death  took  place  before  his  arrival.  He 
(witness)  was  quite  satisfied  that  it  was  not  a  larger  dose 
of  morphine  that  he  gave.    Dr.  Allcock  deposed  to  making 
a  'post-mortem  examination,  all  the  evidence  of  which  was 
of  a  negative  character,  and  he  could  not  find  any  contribu- 
tory cause  of  death.    He  could  only  suppose  that  there 
was  a  very  extraordinary  susceptibility  to  morphine  acting 
upon  an  ordinarily  debilitated  person.    It  was  notorious 
that  people  varied  to  theii-  susceptibility  to  morphine  and 
its  compounds.      The  dose  given  by  Dr.  Mott  was  a 
decidedly  small  one.    The  jury  returned  a  verdict  attri- 
buting death  to  the  deceased's  extraordinary  susceptibility 
to  morphine  acting  upon  a  debilitated  system  caused  by 
tonsilitis.    They  added  that  they  thought  there  was  no 
blame  to  be  attributed  to  Dr.  Mott. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 
Four  of  the  sixteen  deaths  from  poisoning  that  have 
been   recorded    during   the   week    were  misadventures. 


Three  of  the  suicides  were  with  hydrochloric  acid,  the 
only  unscheduled  poison  used  and  the  most  easily  obtain- 
able.   The  victims  were  a  drunken  woman  at  Manchester, 
named  Esther  xiolland,  a  Clerkenwell  gasfitter,  Alfred 
Gahagan,'  and  Jane  Blackwell,  a  Leyton  widow.  Five 
carbolic-acid  poisonings  took  place.    Jane  Flanagan,  wife 
of  an  insurance  agent  at  Shotton  Colliery,  drank  the  acid 
in  mistake  for  whisky ;  Mary  Hesketh,  of  Hurst,  drank  a 
.  quantity  in  a  fit  of  depression  ;  Mary  Ann  Price,  of  Brecon, 
poisoned  herself  with  the  acid ;  and  the  other  suicides  were 
Jane  Cunningham,  of  South  Shields,  and  Thomas  Jarrold, 
of  Treharris.    Julia  Hannah  Bryant,  of  Battersea,  took 
a  fatal  dose  of  oxalic  acid. — Lily  Barraclough  (34)  drank 
a  solution  of  nicotine,  used  as  a  weed-killer,  in  mistake 
for  dandelion-beer.     The  evidence  of  Walter  Timm, 
gardener,  was  to  the  effect  that  the  poison  could  be  bou.i  : 
at  any  seedsman's.    He  put  the  nicotine  into  the  dandeli  : 
beer  bottle  because  the  blue  poison  bottle  leaked. — i.^;  . 
Montagu  Palmer  (32),  a  Newbury  surgeon,  died  very 
1  suddenly  at  his  residence  on  April  24.    He  had  been  in 
'  the  habit  of  taking  drugs  in  a  careless  manner,  and  a 
quantity  of  chloral  was  found  in  his  pocket.    Death  by 
misadventure  was  the  verdict  at  the  inquest. — The  wife 
of  Mr.  C.  T.  Holmes,  assistant  to  a  Wrexham  veterinary 
surgeon,  poisoned  herself  with  prussic  acid,  which  she 
i  obtained  from  the  surgery. — Edward  Pittman,  a  Waltham- 
I  stow  photographer,   poisoned  himself  with  cyanide  of 
potassium  because  his  sweetheart  gave  him  up. — At  Forton 
(Gosport)  an  artist,  named  William  Hamilton  Snape,  was 
found  dead  in  bed.    At  the  inquest  it  transpired  that 
deceased  had  obtained  a  2s.  bottle  of  chlorodyne  from  the 
Timothy   White   Company   on   the   previous   day,  and 
chlorodyne-poisoning  was  said  to  be  the  cause  of  death. — 
At  an  inquest  held  by  the  West  London  Coroner  on 
April  27,  at  Fulham,  oii  the  body  of  Mrs.  Frances  White 
(52),  it  was  stated  that  deceased  had  remarked  that 
she  wished  to  end  her  life,  and  the  next  day  was  found 
insensible  in  bed.    Two  doctors  were  called  in,  and  they 
diagnosed  laudanum-poisoning.    Subsequently  a  vial  which 
had  contained  about  a  dozen  tablets  was  found.    It  was 
!  labelled     "  Wyley's     Hypodermic     Pellets— Veterinary  : 
I  Morphine  2  grains,  atropine   ^  grain."     Remedies  were 
j  then  tried,  but  the  woman  died.     Dr.  Townsend  and 
Dr.  Lewis  said  that  after  their  attendance  on  deceased, 
and  having  made  a  post-mortem  examination,  they  were 
sure  death  was  due  to  poisoning  by  the  combined  morphine 
and  atropine.     These  pellets  were  used  for  injections  by 
veterinary  surgeons  for  horses  and  other  large  animals 
after  operations.    Every  effort  was  made  by  the  police  to 
discover  how  deceased  came  possessed  of  the  pellets,  but 
with  no  success. 


3in6b  mem 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting: 
to  tlie  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

The  Eoyal  Visit. 
Among  the  corporations  and  public  bodies  who  pre- 
sented addresses  to  their  Majesties,  on  their  landing  at; 
Kingstown  on  April  26,  were  the  Governors  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Hall,  Mary  Street,  Dublin. 

Medicines  "Wanted. 

The  Strabane  Board  of  Guardians  invite  tenders  for  the 
supply  of  medicines  and  medical  appliances,  to  reach  them 
on  or  before  May  10. 

The  Glenmamaddy  Guardians  invite  tenders  for  supplies- 
of  medicines  and  appliances  for  a  year ;  tenders  to  be  sent 
in  before  noon  on  May  6. 

The  Kilmacthomas  Guardians  invite  tenders  for  supplies- 
of  medicines  and  appliances,  the  tenders  to  be  sent  in 
before  eleven  a.m.  on  May  3. 

Poisoning-case. 
On  April  26  an  inquest  was  held  at  Lisburn  on  the  body 
of  a  young  widow,  who,  the  evidence  showed,  had  been> 
depressed  since  her  husband's  death  seven  weeks  ago. 
She  purchased  prussic  acid,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of 
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poisoning  a  dog,  and  after  her  death  a  bottle  which  had  \ 
contained  the  poison  was  found  up  the  chimney  of  her 
sitting-room.     A  verdict  of  suicidal  poisoning  while  tem- 
porarily insane  was  returned. 

Guardians'  Doings. 
The  Londonderry  Guardians  have  increased  the  salary 
■of  the  compounder  of  medicines  at  the  Derry  Union  from 
■501.  to  65^.,  which  the  L.G.B.  have  approved. 

The  L.G.B.  have  sanctioned  the  acceptance  of  the  tender 
of  Messrs.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  for  the  supply  of 
drugs,  &c.,  to  the  Tipperary  Union.  Some  Guardians 
objected  to  giving  the  contract  to  an  English  firm,  and 
owing  to  this  objection  it  was  decided  that  in  future  the 
contracts  shall  be  given  to  Irish  firms  only. 

In  reference  to  the  samples  of  tincture  of  cinchona  and 
belladonna  liniment  from  the  Trim  Union  which  were 
unfavourably  reported  upon  by  the  analyst,  Messrs. 
Thacker  &  Hoffe  (the  contractors)  have  written  to  the 
Guardians  stating  that  these  articles  were  made  according 
to  the  B.P.,  the  very  best  drugs  being  used;  consequently 
the  firm  believed  the  goods  should  be  up  to  the  standard. 
They  had,  however,  replaced  the  articles  with  a  fresh 
supply. 

The  Dunmanway  Guardians  at  a  recent  meeting  pro- 
posed to  give  the  contract  for  drugs  to  the  Cork  Chemical 
and  Drug  Company  at  a  discount  of  18  per  cent.,  though 
Messrs.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  had  offered  35  per  cent, 
abatement.  The  L.G.B.  have  now  written  stating  that 
the  Liverpool  tender  must  be  accepted  unless  the 
Guardians  believe  the  firm  cannot  satisfactorily  fulfil  the 
contract.  The  doctors  favoured  the  Cork  firm  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  the  more  reliable,  while  the 
Guardians  objected  to  giving  the  contract  to  an  English 
liouse  as  they  are  desirous  of  supporting  Irish  industries, 
and  because  of  the  unavoidable  delay  in  getting  medicines 
(from  Liverpool  to  West  Cork.  The  tender  of  the  Cork 
firm  was  therefore  accepted. 


Scotcb 

'Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  A.  R.  Clark,  chemist  and  druggist,  Braemar,  has 
'been  elected  secretary  of  the  new  Braemar  Golf  Club. 

In  the  C.  <L-  D.  of  April  16,  page  604,  under  "  Success- 
ful Students,"  Mr.  Peter  Gorrie's  name  was  erroneously 
given  as  "  Gomi." 

Mr.  R.  Guild  Strachan,  chemist  and  druggist,  Albert 
•Street,  Dundee,  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  in  Maxwellton 
Hall,  on  April  25,  on  the  "Arctic  Regions." 

Mr.  T.  Stephenson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  late  Lieu- 
'tenant  Bombay  Volunteer  Rifles,  has  been  gazetted  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  Queen's  Rifle  Volunteer  Brigade  of  the 
Royal  Scots  (Lothian  Regiment). 

Free  Cologne. 

Picture  post-cards  from  Cologne,  entitling  the  receivers 
-to  a  free  sample  of  "  Eau  de  Cologne  L'original  1648" 
were  distributed  in  Dundee  last  week.  The  local  agent 
ds  a  firm  of  drapers. 

Drug-contract. 
Messrs.  William  Paterson  &  Sons,  Spring  Garden,  Aber- 
-deen,  are  the  successful  contractors  for  the  supply  of  glass 
bottles,  surgical  instruments,  and  drugs  for  Kingseat 
Asylum.  Their  offer,  which  was  the  lowest,  amounts  to 
•84^.  Os.  Id. 

Wine-licence  Refused. 
Mr.  Charles  T.  Cockburn,  Penarva,  Partickhill,  manag- 
ing-director of  Cockburn  &  Co.,  Limited,  chemists,  &c., 
has  been  refused  a  grocer's  licence  for  the  branch  premises, 
12  St.  Mirren  Street,  Paisley.  It  was  stated  for  applicant 
that  the  lowest  form  of  certificate  only  was  asked — viz., 
for  wines,  &c.,  to  enable  them  to  sell  medicated  wines. 


Objected  to  the  Medicine-man. 

A  negro  medicine-vendor  who  was  expatiating  with  his 
usual  volubility  on  the  merits  of  mixtures  at  Blairgowrie 
on  April  23  incurred  the  displeasure  of  a  local  man  named 
Brown.  The  medicine-man  was  dragged  from  his  temporary 
platform,  and  after  a  scrimmage  Brown  stabbed  the  negro 
in  the  back  with  a  pocket-knife.  Brown  has  been  arrested. 
The  negro  was  not  dangerously  wounded. 

Allan's  Birthplace. 
Mr.  John  W.  Russell,  of  the  Morgan  Tower  Pharmacy, 
has  had  an  excellent  free  advertisement  from  the  "  People's 
Journal,"  which,  in  order  to  depict  the  birthplace  of  the 
late  Sir  William  Allan,  M.P.,  had  to  figure  the  familiar 
round  tower  with  "Russell,  Chemist"  on  the  front. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club 
All  the  ties  in  the  first  round  of  the  Hole-and-Hole 
Tournament  in  connection  with  this  club  have  now  been 
played.     The  following  is  the  order  of  play  in  the  second 
round  : 

Handicap  Holes  Handicap  Holes 


3 

W.  V.  Baker 

against   T.  F.  Morley 

3 

2 

W.  M.  Manson 

D.  N.  Wylie 

3 

2 

T.  Miller 

D.  S.  Philp 

0 

1 

H.  D.  Alexander 

,,        .1.  Anderson 

(j 

6 

H.  Jack.son 

W.  G.  McNab 

4 

6 

G.  Baxter 

,,        W.  B.  Gowie 

G 

7 

.Johi  Bowman 

,,        K.  Butchart 

2 

2 

J.  l^'inlay 

J.  G.  Laird 

3 

5 

C",  F.  Henry 

,,        J.  Finlayson 

5 

Tiie  last  Phase. 
The  medicines,  drugs,  and  other  stock,  and  the  fittings, 
in  the  shops  belonging  to  the  Scottish  Drug  Depot 
(Limited),  Edinburgh,  are  to  be  sold  by  auction  on  various 
dates  during  the  next  month.  This  drug-store  had 
altogether  eight  branches  in  Edinburgh,  the  principal  one 
being  at  16  Nicolson  Street.  The  stock  in  each,  with  one 
exception,  is  to  be  sold  on  different  dates  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  liquidator.  The  one  excep- 
tion is  the  shop  at  1  Earl  Grey  Street,  which  has,  we 
understand,  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Davidson,  the  la,te 
manager  of  the  company.  This  shop  was  generally  re 
garded  as  having  been  the  most  successful  of  all  tiie 
branches.  During  its  chequered  course  the  company  'lad 
many  difficulties  to  contend  with,  and  it  may  be  recalind 
that  it  was  in  connection  with  it  (when  it  was  called  the 
Leith  Drug  Depot)  that  the  dictum  was  given  by  the 
Justiciary  Appeal  Court  on  the  question  of  the  legality  of 
shareholders  of  a  company  carrying  on  the  business  f,I 
chemists  and  druggists.  "  ,  • 

 "hiC'r^ 

Jfrencb  1Rew9. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.)  'i  iV 


De.  Boutron,  a  pharmacist  holding  the  "first-class'' 
and  "superior"  diploma — this  last  may  be  likened  to  the 
British  Major — has  been  nominated  professor  of  pharmacy 
at  the  Nantes  School  of  Medicine. 

The  Shah's  New  Pharmacist. — M.  Lecomte.  first-class 
pharmacist  "aide-major"  of  the  military  hospitals  of  the 
Algiers  division,  is  officially  reported  as  designated  to  be 
attached  to  the  person  of  the  Shah  of  Persia. 

The  Use  of  Blondlot  Rays  ix  Chemistry  was  the  title 
of  a  paper  by  Professor  Albert  Colson,  read  by  M. 
Becquerel  at  the  Academy  of  Sciences  last  week.  M.  Colson 
appears  to  have  used  these  rays  for  chemical  investigation 
in  the  same  way  as  M.  and  Mme.  Curie  used  the  Becquerel 
rays. 

Rat-poison. — M.  Bordas,  the  recent  deputy-director  of 
the  Paris  Municipal  Laboratory,  contributed  a  very  terse 
and  interesting  paper  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  on  the 
comparative  immunity  of  rats  to  arsenic.  He  found  that 
a  dose  which  failed  to  destroy  a  rat  killed  other  animals 
seven  times  its  weight.  Some  rats  could  eat  with  im- 
punity a  quantity  corresponding  to  a  5-gram  dose. 
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Murder  of  a  Chemist. — M.  Wavelet,  whose  dead  body 
was  discovered  in  ah  unfrequented  by-road  near  Mons-en- 
Baroeul,  near  Lille,  last  week,  was  chief  of  the  laboratory 
for  practical  chemistry  work  at  the  Lille  Catholic  Faculty 
of  Sciences.  He  had  evidently  been  the  victim  of  foul 
play;  his  pockets  had  been  rifled,  and  his  watch  had  dis- 
appeared. The  deceased  gentleman  was  forty  years  of 
age,  a  well-known  -citizen,  and  the  father  of  six  children. 
The  dastardly  nature  of  the  crime,  committed  within  a 
couple  of  miles  of  M,  Wavelet's  own  door,  has  created  a 
profound  sensation  in  the  great  industrial  city. 

A  Black  Sheep  such  as  is  rarely  found  in  the  flock  of 
pharmaceutical  employes  is  Georges  Bullot,  who  was  re- 
cently tried,  at  Tours  for  arson  and  attempted  parricide. 
After  deserting  from  the  army,  he  entered  a  pharmacy, 
where  his  attentions  to  the  till  procured  his  discharge. 
Learning,  a  little  later  on,  that  the  pharmacist  would  have 
a  large  sum  in  hand  to  meet  bills  due  at  the  end  of 
September,  he  penetrated  into  the  officine  overnight  and 
tried  to  set  it  on  fire.  Bullot's  parents  paid  for  the 
damage  done,  and  the  matter  was  hushed  up.  Their  son 
requited  their  kindness  by  endeavouring  to  burn  his 
paralysed  mother  and  aged  father  in  their  beds,  pre- 
viously saturating  the  door  and  staircase  with  paraffin  to 
cut  off  escape.  A  providential  accident  saved  their  lives 
and  assured  his  transfer  to  a  place  where  he  will  be  safe 
for  some  time  to  come. 

The  Dentist  and  the  Actress.— We  are  all  familiar 
with  the  attractive  female  portraits  so,  largely  used  in  the 
advertisements  of  perfumery  and  dentifrices ;  but  few, 
perhaps,  have  ever  inquired  as  to  whether  the  con- 
sent of  the  fair  lady  is  necefesary.  Mile.  Adeline  Lan- 
thenay,  who  stars  at  the  Casino  de  Paris,  objects  to 
having  her  portrait  distributed  as  a  dentist's  showcard  or 
circular.  She  sued  the  dentist,  who  pleaded  that  he  had 
bought  the  negative  and  right  of,  reproduction  from  a 
photographer.  The  photographer  confirmed  this,,  and 
added  that  the  actress  had  authorised  him  to  sell  the 
photos.  "  But  not  as  dental  advertisements,"  ,ob.jected 
Mile.  Lanthenay,  and  the  Judges  of  tlie  Eifth  Cham- 
ber of  the  Paris  Tribunal  agreed  with  her,  and  awarded 
her  40?.  damages.  [An  English  actress  recently  succeeded 
in  the  same  way  in  London. — Editoe,,] 

The  Prizes  of  the  Profession. — Another  competitive 
examination  for  the  place  of  head  hospital  pharmacist'  is 
announced  to  be  held  on  May  2,  in  the  usual  premises- — 
the  Pharmacie  Centrale  des  Hopitaux,  Paris.  These  posts 
are  eagerly  sought  for,  not  so  much  for  the  actual  salary — 
which  is  usually  200?.  a  year  or  thereabouts — as  for  the 
high  professional  status  they  give  their  lucky  occupants. 
Several  of  the  head  hospital  pharmacists  of  Paris  make 
handsome  incomes  by  analytical  and  other  similar  work 
for  first-class  pharmaceutical  firms  and  other  bodies.  The 
hospital-duties  probably  represent  three  hours  or  so  (super- 
vision principally)  every  morning,  and  the  positions  are 
usually  secured  by  men  of  the  highest  scientific  attain- 
ments both  as  pharmacists  and  analytical  chemists.  In  the 
provinces  hospital  pharmacists  are  held  in  equal  honour ; 
in  fact,  in  some  cases — as,  for  instance.  Professor 
Domergue,  of  the  Hotel  Dieu  Hospital,  Marseilles — they 
are  looked  upon  as  the  leading  expert  chemists  of  the 
region.  The  jury  for  the  coming  competitive  examination 
is  composed  of  M.  Portes  (Chairman),  head  pharmacist  at 
the  St.  Louis  Hospital ;  three  other  hospital  pharmacists — 
Dr.  Viron,  of  the  Salpetriere  Hospital,  and  MM.  Lafont 
and  Heret;  one  member  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine, 
M.  Marty  (ex-army  pharmacist)  ;  one  retail  pharmacist 
"keeping  open  shop,"  M.  Ferdinand  Vigier ;  and  Dr. 
Sebillot,  a  hospital  surgeon.  The  examination  consists  of 
five  "tests."  The  first  is  the  identification  of  ten  pre- 
parations and  a  "dissertation"  on  a  given  medicament. 
Then  come  the  written  questions — chemistry,  pharmacy, 
natural  history ;  and  an  oral  examination  in  chemistry  and 
pharmacy.  Practical  chemistry  consists  of  a  qualitative 
analysis  of  a  mixture  of  chemicals,  and  finally  the  identifi- 
cation of  thirty  medicinal  substances — vegetable  or  mineral 
— and  another  dissertation. 

"  Lest  Ye  Forget"  is  a  motto  which  a  Paris  physician. 
Dr.  Tauchon,  is  inclined  to  take  to  heart,  and  a  neigh- 
bouring pharmacist  of  his,,  M.  Dupuis,  thinks  his  assis- 


tants can  do  the  same  to  advantage.  Both  thesp  gentlemen 
appeared  as  defendants  at  a  Paris  police-court  on  Thurs- 
day of  last  week  on  the  charge  of  "causing  injury  by 
imprudence,"  as  is  the  French  legal  phrase.  Dr.  Tauchon 
had  given  one  of  his  patients  the  following  prescription  : 

Arseniate. of- sodium  ..  10  cgr. 

^  ,  ,       .     .S.ijljg.hate  of  strychnine    5  cgr. 

In  indicating  the  number  of  pills  he  wrote  "  Pour  une 
pilule  No.  20,"  which  means  "quantity  for  one  pill;  make- 
20  similar,"  but  his  intention  was  merely  to  order  a  total 
of  20  pills  made  out  of  the  ingredients  in  question.  The 
pharmacist's  assistant  who  dispensed  the  prescription, 
followed  it  to  the  letter,  the  result  being  that  the  patient 
receiveu  twenty ,  times  more  than  the  physician  in  reality 
intended.  The  patient  became  seriously  ill  through  taking 
the  pills,  and  as  the  result  of  a  prosecution  by  him 
above-mentioned  Dr.  Tauchon  was  sentenced  to  on& 
month's  imprisonment  and  lOOf.  (4?.)  fine,  and  the  phar- 
macist to  six  days'  imprisonment  and  lOOf.  (4/.)  fine,  but 
they  ooth  escape  the  imprisonment  under  the  First 
Offenders  Act.  The  plaintiff  also  obtained  500f.  {201.) 
damages  out  of  25,000f.  (1,000?.)  claimed  by  him.  I  have 
given  merely  the  outlines  of  the  case,  but  there  was  natur- 
ally a  good  deal  of  evidence  brought  forward  on  both, 
sides ;  it  turned,  however,  chiefly  on  matters  of  detail. 
The  principal  witness  was  the  well-known  expert.  Dr. 
Brouardel,  who  was  named  by  the  Judge  to  give  aa 
independent  report  on  the  evidence.  While  blaming  the 
doctor  who  wrote  the  prescription,  he  also  severely 
criticised  the  pharmacist's  assistant  for  not  having  noticed 
the  exaggerated  dose  of  arseniate  of  sodium  and  sulphate- 
of  strychnine  and  asked  for  a  confirmation. 


A  GOVERNMENT  DISPENSARY. 

The  accompanying  illustration  shows  the  dispensary 
wherein  Mr.  C.  H.  Holland,  of  Te  Kuiti,  King  County, 
N.Z.,  prepares  medicine  for  the  natives.  Mr.  Holland 
is  the  Government  dispenser  and  public  vaccinator,  a 


position  which  is  probably  unique  in  Australasia.  The 
dispensary  is  moved  from  place  to  place,  the  photograph 
shown  above  having  been  taken  at  a  large  meeting  of 
Maories  at  Mahaenui,  N.Z. 
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IRounb  Cape  Zovon, 


A  Ramble  by  Our  Cape  Correspondent. 

BEFORE  leaving  Cape  Town  for  coast  ports  I  had  a 
look  round  to  find  what  progress  had  been  made  in 
the  fitting-up  of  drug-stores  in  other  than  the  best  parts  of 
the  city.  The  first  call  was  on  Mr.  M.  A.  L.  Tothill, 
whose  phamiacy  is  located  at  the  corner  of  Castle  and 
Buitengracht  Streets,  and  where  you  will  find  one  of  the 
prettiest  steel  ceilings  in  South  Africa.  A  few  years  ago 
•this  establishment  was  typically  South  African — that  is, 
■with  all  the  indication  of  a  far  back  start.  In  its  place 
■now  stands  a  handsome  pile  of  buildings  of  which  the 
■owner  has  a  right  to  be  proud.  After  photographing  the 
anterior,  which  is  here  reproduced,  I  looked  in  to  see 
Mr.  A.  E.  A.  Tothill,  the  proprietor  of  the  Swan  Phar- 
macy, Bree  Street.  This  pharmacy  is  almost  three- 
quarters  of  a  century  old.  It  is  up  to  date  in  every 
respect  now,  so  it  goes  without  saying  that  little  of  its 
former  state  exists.  Notwithstanding  that  once  upon  a 
time  South  Africa  must  have  been  well  stocked  with  old 
SDutch  clocks  and 
gran  d  f  a  t  h  e  r  s' 
clocks,  one  sees 
very  few  in  these 
days  :  so  scarce 
•are  they  that 
quite  a  trea.sure 
is  set  upon  them 
by  their  owners. 
It  is  at  the  Swan 
Pharmacy  that 
•one  of  these  very 
■<?ld  clocks  ticks 
away  gaily,  and 
it  must  have  seen 
and  heard  a  great 
deal  about  medi- 
cines during  its 
■existence. 

Making  my 
way  to  Roeland 
Street  I  turned 
in  at  the  St. 
Mary's  Dispen- 
sary, owned  by 
Mr.  W.  ■  Pick, 
who,  it  will  be 
remembered,  was 
the  first  Secre- 
tary to  the  Phar- 
maceutical So- 
ciety   ■  of  Cape 

Colony,  and,  together  with  Mr.  W.  F.  H.  Pocock,  did  a 
great  deal  towards  establishing  that  organisation.  It  is 
not  so  long  ago  that  one  could  easily  pass  by  the  St. 
Mary's  Dispensary  without  noticing  it,  but  Mr.  Fick  takes 
good  care  that  such  is  not  the  case  to-day.  [We  hope  to 
give  a  photograph  of  this  pharmacy  later.  One  sent  to  us 
has  been  lost  in  transit.] 

Continuing  my  journey  along  Roeland  Street,  past  the 
gaol,  and  bearing  to  the  left,  I  found  myself  in  the  East- 
end.  There  is  a  West-end,  too,  in  Cape  Town,  but  it  is 
scarcely  ever  referred  to  as  such  now.  At  the  bottom  of 
Caledon  Street  is  the  latest  transformation  in  the  shape 
of  a  brand-new  pharmacy  of  Messrs.  Hazell  &  Son.  It 
contains  a  most  elaborate  soda-fountain.  The  business 
is  a  very  old  one,  having  been  established  in  the  fifties. 

Half-way  up  Caledon  Street  is  the  East-end  Dispensary, 
owned  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Mocke.  A  visitor  hardly  expects  to 
find  tip-top  pharmacies  in  the  East-end  of  anywhere,  but 
in  Cape  Town  the  chemists  can  well  hold  their  own.  The 
class  of  residents  certainly  does  not  bespeak  high-grade 
perfumes  or  costly  holiday  goods  generally,  still  these  are 
stocked.  A  cash  business  is  done;  and  cash  transactions 
with  the  coloured  population  is  preferable  to  trading  with 
the  lower  class  of  whites.  Mr.  Mocke"s  business  was 
started  in  1865,  and  the  late  Mr.  Johan  G.  Mocke  (father 


of  the  present  proprietor)  succeeded  the  first  proprietor, 
and  at  his  death  the  concern  passed  to  Mr.  J.  G.  Mocke, 
who  last  year  pulled  down  the  old  one-storey  building, 
and  erected  a  fine  block  of  four  storeys. 

Population  for  population,  the  Johannesburg  knight  of 
the  pestle  was  much  better  off  than  his  Cape  confrere 
prior  to  the  war ;  but  new  stores  have  been  opened  up 
there  in  such  rapid  succession  that  in  all  probability  com- 
petition is  now  as  keen  on  the  Rand  as  in  Cape  Town  or 
Durban.  Thus  soliloquising,  I  boarded  an  electric  car  to 
take  me  from  the  East-end  to  the  suburbs,  which  are  as 
fine  as  the  traveller  will  find  anywhere  in  the  world. 
Kn  mute  we  whizz  past  the  Sir  Lowry  Road  establishment 
of  Messrs.  Cameron  &  Hamilton,  who  have  branches  at 
both  Salt  River  and  Observatory,  and,  leaving  quite  a 
host  of  druggists  to  the  left  at  Woodstock,  I  am  landed  at 
Mowbray.  Mr.  R.  S.  Smiles,  formerly  of  the  Paarl,  has 
been  in  busines  here  some  years  now,  and  was  the  first 
Peninsula  chemist  to  commence  the  manufacture  of 
aerated  waters  in  connection  with  hi.3  ordinary  trade.  This 
branch,  which  is  quite  distinct,  is  still  running,  but  Mr. 
Smiles  is  not  so  closely  associated  with  it  now  :  his  duties 
at  the  Railway  Dispensary  take  up  all  his  time.    On  the 

opposite  side  of 
the  road,  but  a 
little  higher  up, 
is  the  pharmacy 
of  Mr.  S.  C. 
Sivertsen.  It  has 
recently  been  re- 
built and  refitted, 
and  is  now  well 
appointed  in 
every  respect. 
Mr.  Sivertsen's 
head  establish- 
ment at  Observa- 
tory is  one  of  the 
■finest  in  the 
suburbs. 

Joining  another 
car,  I  pass 
through  Eonde- 


bosch, 
Messrs. 
Mathew 


where 
Heynes, 
&  Co. 


I'll  \l;M  \i  ■! . 


have  two  stores, 
and  a  new  one  is 
that  of  Mr.  Sow- 
den,  a  young 
chemist  pre- 
viously at  Port 
Elizabeth.  Break- 
ing my  journey 
at   Claremont,  I 

find  four  druggists  located  in  this  township.  The  first  one 
I  observe,  and  consequently  the  first  I  stop  at,  was  that  of 
Mr.  C.  B.  Collis,  who  has  a  nice  compact  store.  The  next 
one  is  owned  by  Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.,  and  is 
carried  on  under  the  name  of  the  former  proprietor, 
F.  W.  C.  Thomas.  Further  along  is  the  Claremont 
Medical  Hall  (the  genial  proprietor,  Mr.  John  Hall,  I 
found  had  just  returned  from  a  business  visit  to  the  Old 
Country),  and  across  the  line  of  railway  in  the  Lansdowne 
Road  is  to  be  found  the  youngest  of  Claremont  drtiggists 
in  the  person  of  Mr.  H.  L.  Stonham. 

At  Wynberg,  the  largest  of  the  suburban  townships, 
Messrs.  Lennon  (Limited)  have  a  branch,  and  Messrs. 
R.  G.  Darroll  &  Co.  conduct  their  wholesale  and  retail 
businesses.  A  full  account  of  this  firm's  premises  appeared 
in  the  C.  <{•  D.  some  three  years  ago.  The  chemist  at 
Plumstead,  Mr.  J.  M.  Goodenough,  has  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  burnt  out,  but  a  new  and  well-appointed  store  is 
within  sight.  This  being  the  terminus  of  the  electric  cars, 
I  take  to  the  railway,  and  a  more  interesting  ride  than 
that  between  Wynberg  and  Simon's  Town  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find.  I  wind  through  vineyards  at  the  start, 
later  along  the  seashore,  winding  in  and  out  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountains,  until  the  Naval  Statian  itself  looms  in 
sight.    En  route  I  stop  at  Muizenberg,  always  referred  to 
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in  Cape  papers  as  the  Brighton  of  South  Africa,  to  have  a 
chat  with  the  chemists  there,  Messrs.  Badnian  &  Oldman. 
From  them  I  learn  that  the  depression  generally  felt 
through  the  country  has  affected  trade  at  the  seaside,  and 
that  families  are  not  coming  down  from  up-country  in  any- 
thing like  the  numbers  they  did  last  year ;  moreover,  those 
who  do  come  are  hanging  on  to  their  money  tightly. 

There  are  two  chemists  at  Simon's  Town,  Mr.  A.  H.  C. 
Miller  and  Messrs.  A.  E.  Linley  &  Co.  Both  conduct  an 
aerated-water  business,  and  the  former  firm  was  the  first 
to  start  at  the  port.  Some  day  Simon's  Town  is  to  be  an 
energetic  place,  the  chemists  there  will  tell  you,  and  I  am 
sure  I  hope  it  will  be. 


african  1Rew0, 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note. — The  Chemist  and  Droggist  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

At  Cape  Tow'n  on  April  4,  Bryon  Westcott  Moore  was 
fined  Ibl.  for  practising  as  a  dentist  without  a  licence. 

Licences  have  been  issued  authorising  the  undermen- 
tioned persons  to  practise  in  Cape  Colony  in  the  capacity 
of  chemists  and  druggists  :  Robert  Storrar  Bremner, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Great  Britain,  1902;  Walter  Thomas 
Harlow,  chemist  and  druggist,  Great  Britain,  1900;  John 
Austin  Thomas,  chemist  and  druggist,  Great  Britain,  1895. 

Natal. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Millar,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Cape  Town, 
has  been  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  laboratory  of 
Mr.  T.  Hannah,  wholesale  ajid  retail  chemist,  Greytown, 
Natal. 

The  Controller  of  Excise  reports  the  following  return 
of  spirits  manufactured  and  disposed  of  in  Natal  (for 
March)  : 

Methylated  Spirit. — Manufactured,  3,668  proof  gals.  Is- 
sued from  warehouses  for  consumption  in  Natal,  339  gals. ; 
from  distilleries,  3,012  gals,  for  home  consumption  and  1,082 
gals,  for  Overberg  export. 

Rectified  Spirit  issued  for  methylation,  866  gals. ;  for 
chemists  and  druggists,  191  gals. ;  compounded  spirits  for 
liorae  consumption,  594  gals.    Total,  1,651  gals. 

The  Excise  dues  on  spirits  and  rents  amounted  to 
5,295^.  8s.  <^d.  for  Durban  and  Maritzburg. 

The  Report  of  the  Government  chemist  for  the  year 
ending  December  31  states  that  the  analytical  work  sent  to 
the  Government  laboratory  has  increased  so  much  during 
the  past  few  years  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  in- 
crease both  the  staff  and  the  building.  In  1897  and  1898 
the  number  of  analyses  amounted  to  about  200  per  annum, 
whereas  the  number  is  now  nearer  700.  The  increase  is 
particularly  noticeable  in  cases  of  suspected  poisoning, 
which  used  to  average  eight  or  nine  per  annum,  and  which 
now  are  between  thirty  and  forty.  During  1903  577 
analyses  were  made,  representing  fees  of  1.2987.,  which  is 
considered  satisfactory.  The  work  done  under  the  head 
of  the  mining  division  consisted  of  the  analyses  of 
245  samples  of  gold  reef,  copper,  lead,  and  other  ores, 
coal  and  other  minerals,  limestone,  and  other  miscellaneous 
analyses.  For  the  Customs  and  Excise  Departments 
seventy  analyses  of  spirits,  beers,  naphthas,  oilcake,  &c., 
were  made.  It  is  remarkable  that  no  fewer  than  thirty- 
eight  examinations  of  cases  of  poisoning  or  of  suspected 
blood-stains  were  made.    Although  the  Food  and  Drugs 


Adulteration  Act  is  now  in  force,  with  the  exception  of 
the  borough  of  Durban,  no  case  was  dealt  with. 

Among  the  poisoning  cases  that  came  before  the  Durban 
Circuit  Court  last  month  was  one  in  which  a  native  was 
charged,  and  ultimately  convicted,  of  having  given  a 
native  woman  a  drug,  with  fatal  results.  From  the  evi- 
dence it  apeared  that  the  "umfazi"  (native  wife)  hadl 
been  disturbed  for  some  time  by  rather  alarming  dreams, 
and  in  consequence  the  local  "  isanusi "  (witch-doctor)  had 
been  called  in  to  prescribe.  This  he  did,  and  gave  the 
patient  some  large  doses  of  an  infusion,  which  caused' 
vomiting,  and  ended  in  death  in  a  few  hours.  A  portion 
of  the  infusion  and  bark  was  sent  to  the  Government, 
chemist  for  examination,  and  he  reported  that  the  leaves, 
and  bark  had  been  taken  from  a  tree  of  considerable  size, 
probably  the  Millettia  Sutherlandi,  a  tree  indigenous  to 
South  Africa,  but  very  scarce  in  Natal,  being  most  common, 
in  the  Ongoya  bush.  There  are  two  barks  of  this  kind,, 
very  similar,  or  perhaps  identical — the  "  isindiyandiya ' 
and  the  "  umhlangoti."  Both  belong  to  a  genus  whose 
seeds  are  poisonous,  as  are  large  doses  of  infusions  of  the 
bark  and  leaves.  They  contain  a  poisonous  glucoside, 
readily  decomposed,  which  appears  to  paralyse  the  heart. 
Their  exact  nature  does  not  seem  to  have  been  scientifi- 
cally examined,  so  that  very  little  is  known  of  their 
chemical  constitution.  Unfortunately,  the  small  portioa 
sent  to  the  Government  laboratory  was  not  sufficient  for 
conclusive  experimental  purposes,  and  efforts  to  secure 
further  supplies  of  the  bark  were  without  success. 

Transvaal. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Winter,  one  of  the  first  chemists  on  the 
De  Kaap  Goldfields,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council  for  Barberton.  This  is  the  first  Council 
election  for  the  town,  and  Mr.  Winter  topped  the  poll. 

The  Plague  Returns  for  Johannesburg  up  to  April  23, 
inclusive  of  outside  districts,  show  a  total  of  160  cases, 
including  eighteen  whites.  Eight  whites  and  seventy-two 
coloured  persons  have  died  from  the  disease.  Sanitary 
supervision  is  unrelaxed.  Very  few  fresh  cases  are  re- 
ported, and  these  are  accounted  for  through  contact.  The 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Mines  has  expressed  grati- 
tude to  the  doctors  for  the  prompt  and  effective  measures 
which  saved  the  town. 

Orange  River  Colony. 

According  to  Official  Figures  which  have  been  issued' 
by  the  Bloemfontein  Collector  of  Customs,  the  imports 
into  the  Colony  during  the  quarter  ending  December  31, 
1903,  included  the  following  :  Drugs  and  chemicals  valued 
at  7,640il.,  compared  with  4,477Z.  for  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  1902;  the  total  value  for  six  months  amounted 
to  13,329?.,  against  10,840?.  Medicinal  preparations, 
4,021?.,  against  2,636?.;  essential  and  perfumed  oils,  40?., 
against  17?.;  all  other  descriptions  of  oils,  3,588?.,  against 
2,866?.  Of  perfumery,  cosmetics,  powders,  and  soap  for 
toilet-use  the  imports  amounted  to  3,461?.,  compared  with 
2,156?. 

Portuguese  East  Africa. 

At  the  Instigation  and  petition  of  the  local  chemist,, 
who,  of  course,  is  a  Portuguese  subject,  the  trading  com- 
panies at  Beira  have  been  prosecuted  for  selling  medicines 
some  of  which  contained  poisons.  The  Governor  issued 
the  summonses.  That  official  also  issues  licences  to  th& 
concerns  implicated  to  sell  medicines,  and  it  is  suggested 
that  he  saw  an  opportunity  of  fleecing  the  poor  foreigner 
of  a  few  more  thousands  of  reis.  Anyway,  the  case  came 
up  for  judgment,  and  the  trading  companies  won.  The 
"Beira  Post"  has  some  hard  things  to  say  about  the- 
Administration,  and  points  out  that  if  the  Companhia  de 
Mocanbique  goes  on  making  mistakes,  the  Charter  will  be 
in  peril. 


The  late  Sir  Edwin  Arnold  had  one  very  painful  ex- 
perience as  a  poet.  He  wrote  a  poem,  and  sold  the  copy- 
right to  a  stranger,  whom  he  too  hastily  assumed  to  be  tiie 
editor  of  an  American  magazine.  When  he  next  saw 
his  work  it  was  being  used  as  an  advertisement  of  a 
proprietary  medicine.  He  wrote  indignant  letters  on  the 
subject  to  the  papers,  but  he  had  no  legal  remedy. 
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Insecticides  for  Locusts. — The  "  Gaceta  de  Madrid  " 
of  March  31  contains  a  Royal  Order  authorising  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  to  acquire,  without  the  formalities 
of  calling  for  tenders,  the  supply  of  insecticides  and  other 
articles  necessary  for  combating  the  locust-plague. 

Goods  for  Servia. — From  April  24,  1904.  the  following 
articles,  inter  alia,  will  be  admitted  into  Servia  without 
analysis  if  accompanied  by  a  certificate  issued  by  a  com- 
petent hygienic  authority  of  the  place  of  origin,  such 
certificate  being  legalised  by  the  Servian  Consulate. 

Articles  of  food  and  drink  and  sundry  preserves  in  boxes 
or  packets;  suixlry  medicines;  dyes  and  colours;  taps  and 
corks  for  vessels;  various  indiarubber  articles,  such  as  toys, 
teats  for  feeding-bottles,  tubes  for  decanting  liquids,  &c.  ; 
fittings  of  syphons ;  cosmetics,  such  as  soap,  powder, 
pomade,  tooth-paste  and  dentifrice-waters;  wafers  and 
sweets. 

In  the  absence  of  certificates  the  Servian  Customs  will 
not  allow  the  importation  of  such  articles  until  it  has  been 
proved  by  chemical  analysis,  at  the  expense  of  the  im- 
porter, that  they  do  not  contain  anything  detrimental  to 
public  health,  as  prescribed  by  the  regulations  in  force  in 
IServia. 

Russian  Military  Medical  Supplies. — The  Chief  Mili- 
tary Medical  Inspector  has  informed  the  Red  Cross  Society 
of  Russia  that  in  the  War  Department  in  the  Far  East 
complete  supplies  of  medical  requirements  are  in  hand  for 
over  half  a  year.  This  is  with  the  direct  authority  of 
General  Kuropatkin. 

Chemical-trade  in  Spain. — The  Spanish  chemical- 
industry  is  still  in  its  infancy.  With  the  exception  of  soda 
and  sulphuric-acid  works  the  chemical-industry  of  Spain 
consists  only  of  a  few  monopolies  for  the  production  of 
explosives,  fuses,  and  percussion-caps.  The  factories  are 
mostly  managed  by  foreigners. 

Italian  Orange  and  Lemon  Harvest. — From  statistics 
issued  by  the  Italian  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  reproduced 
in  the  "  Bolletino  delle  Finanze,"  of  March  31,  it  appears 
that  the  orange  and  lemon  harvest  of  Italy  for  the  year 
1903-4  was  a  most  abundant  one,  about  5,250,000,000  fruit 
having  been  gathered.  The  total  number  of  oranges  and 
lemons  produced  in  1902-3  was  4,900,000,000. 

New  Chilian  Law  on  Pharmacy.— The  "  Revista 
Farmaceutico  Chileno  "  gives  the  projected  new  Pharmacy 
Law  for  Chili.  Article  1  says  that  only  those  who  have 
obtained  the  title  of  pharmacist  in  Chili  may  manage  a 
pharmacy,  but  the  Government  may  authorise  persons  to 
sell  drugs  in  those  districts  where  there  is  no  qualified 
pharmacist  in  business,  and  even  to  make  up  prescriptions, 
such  permit  to  lapse  one  year  after  a  qualified  chemist  has 
started  business  in  the  district. 

Industrial  Use  of  Spirit. — An  international  exhibition 
illustrating  the  application  of  alcohol  for  industrial  pur- 
poses was  opened  at  Vienna  on  April  21.  The  exhibition 
is  intended  to  show  the  entire  technical  uses  to  which 
alcohol  can  be  put,  as  well  as  all  branches  of  trade  in 
which  fermentation-products  are  used,  such  as  malt, 
vinegar,  and  starch  manufacture.  The  Austrian  group  of 
exhibits  is  good,  but  Germany  is  greatly  to  the  fore,  and 
France  and  Russia  are  the  next  important  exhibitors. 

Sponge-fishing  in  Cyprus. — The  "Cyprus  Journal"  for 
February  contains  particulars  regarding  the  sponge-fisheries 
of  the  island.  It  appears  that  a  concession  for  ten  years 
of  the  exclusive  right  of  sponge-fishing  in  Cyprus  waters 
has  been  granted  to  the  Agricultural  Board,  with  a  view  to 
properly  carrying  on  and  developing  the  industry  and  of 
training  Cypriots  to  become  expert  sponge-fishers.  The 
Board  will  make  their  own  arrangements  for  working  the 
fisheries,  and  will  pay  to  the  revenue  the  average  yearly 
rate  received  hitherto  or  the  value  of  one-tenth  of  the 
sponges  taken.  The  fishermen  will  be  supplied  by  the 
Board  with  boats,  provisions,  and  apparatus,  and  will 
receive  a  fair  remuneration  for  their  services.  It  is  pos- 
sible the  Board  may  agree  to  lease  certain  portions  of  the 


territorial  waters  to  persons  or  companies  under  well- 
considered  regulations. 

A  White-lead  Syndicate  has  just  been  formed  under 
the  title  of  the  Bleiweiss  Verkaufs  Contor,  with  head- 
quarters at  Cologne,  for  the  purpose  of  acting  as  a  common 
sales  association  for  white-lead  in  powder,  oil,  and  other 
forms  and  for  incidental  products.  The  syndicate,  which 
has  already  commenced  operations,  is  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing firms  :  I.  Beckers  &  Co.,  of  Duren  ;  Bergmann  & 
Simons  and  Lindgens  &  Sons,  of  Mulheim  ;  Bruch  &  Co., 
of  Call;  Chemische  Fabrik,  Freiweinheim ;  Dr.  Bopp  and 
Odernheimer,  of  Nieder  Ingelheim ;  Deus  &  Moll  &  Farb- 
werke  Gesellschaft,  of  Diisseldorf ;  W.  A.  Hospelt  and 
W.  Leyendecker  &  Co.,  of  Cologne-Ehrenfeld ;  Aug. 
Herder,  of  Euskirchen ;  Kolter  Brothers,  of  Zulpich;  C.  A. 
Lindgens  and  Raderschatt  &  Co.,  of  Cologne;  F.  W.  Remy 
&  Co.,  of  Bendorf;  and  Toelle  &  Hofe,  of  Deutz.  The 
operations  of  the  syndicate  are  restricted  to  the  presenta- 
tion of  prices  to  customers  and  the  distribution  of  the 
orders  among  the  members  of  the  combination. 

Industrial  r.  Medical  Chemicals. — The  "  Bollettino 
Chimico-Farmaceutico "  relates  two  curious  cases  just 
decided  in  Milan.  One  was  that  of  the  improper  sale  of  a 
bottle  of  "  Zambelletti's  arsenico- ferric  drops."  In  this 
case  a  phrenologist  held  that  a  dose  can  only  mean 
what  a  doctor  prescribes  in  relation  to  the  sickness  of  his 
patient,  and  a  bottleful  could  not  be  considered  to  be 
"  in  medical  doses."  In  the  other  case  a  wholesale  house 
was  accused  of  having  sold  to  doctor's  prescription, 
amongst  other  things,  a  bottle  of  corrosive-sublimate 
pastilles ;  and  the  expert  called  on  behalf  of  this  delin- 
quent was  Silvio  Plevani,  ex-manager  of  the  IJenevolent 
Brothers'  Hospital  in  Milan,  who  declared  that  corrosive- 
sublimate  pastilles  in  tubes  do  not  constitute  a  preparation 
in  the  form  of  medicine,  but  rather  in  an  industrial  form. 
Notwithstanding  that  the  phrenologist  had  charge  of  an 
asylum  for  insane  people,  and  the  ex-pharmaceutical 
director  enjoyed  quite  a  reputation  in  Italy,  judgment  was 
given  against  defendant  in  both  cases. 

Shops  and  Offices  Bill. — This  Bill,  introduced  to  the 
New  Zealand  Legislature  last  year,  was  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee, whose  report  has  just  been  published.  Mr.  George 
Mee,  who  gave  evidence,  said  that  he  had  been  in  business 
in  Wellington  for  twenty  years,  and  in  other  parts  of  New 
Zealand  for  another  twenty  years.  His  staff  consists  of 
himself,  three  assistants,  and  two  errand-boys.  The  clauses 
of  the  Bill  to  which  he  objected  are  Sub-clause  (e)  of 
Clause  8,  which  allows  a  chemist's  shop  to  be  open  after 
hours,  but  only  "  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  surgical 
appliances  certified  by  a  duly  qualified  medical  practitioner 
to  be  urgently  required,"  and  Sub-clause  (/)  of  Clause  6, 
which  provides  :  "  No  premiuni  in  respect  of  the  employ- 
ment of  any  shop-assistant  (and  that  includes  apprentices) 
shall  be  paid  to  or  received  by  the  occupier,  whether  such 
premium  is  paid  by  the  shop-assistant  employed  or  by  some 
other  person  ;  and  if  the  occupier  commits  any  breach  of 
the  provisions  of  this  sub-section  he  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine 
not  exceeding  10^."  Mr.  Mee  said  that  not  half  of  the 
urgent  requirements  which  come  to  a  chemist  after  ordinary 
hours  are  certified  by  a  medical  practitioner,  and  in  most  of 
the  cases  the  applicants  would  not  go  to  a  doctor,  as  the 
fees  are  so  prohibitive.  He  did  not  consider  that  the  effect 
would  be  to  throw  the  business  into  the  hands  of  the 
medical  profession,  but  it  would  inconvenience  the  public. 
Business  on  Saturdays  is  very  little  more  than  on  other 
days.  If  the  provisions  as  regards  apprentices  are  made 
law  no  other  apprentices  are  likely  to  be  taken  in  New 
Zealand,  but  assistants  would  be  imported  from  Australia. 
He  had  only  had  two  apprentices,  one  of  whom  remained 
with  him  for  over  five-and-twenty  years.  Boys  are  more 
trouble  than  profit,  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  premium  he 
did  not  think  any  chemist  would  take  an  apprentice.  The 
premium  is  sometimes  as  much  as  100?.,  more  usually  50^ 
It  is  generally  returned  to  the  apprentice  in  wages,  starting 
at  10s.  a  week  to  begin  with,  increasing  up  to  25.'.  a  week. 
Under  the  Pharmacy  Act  chemists  have  to  obtain  boys  of 
superior  education.  Without  the  premium  much  smaller 
wages  must  be  given,  and  then  the  lad  would  probably 
think  he  was  not  properly  paid. 
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Stampeb=»mebicnte  'Botes, 

"Well-known  Books  of  Reference." 

On  March  28  we  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  in  regard  to  eleven  books,  from  formulae 
in  which  a  subscriber  has  been  in  the  habit  of  preparing 
certain  medicinal  preparations  and  selling  them  under 
ailment-names;  and  to  our  letter  we  have  received  the 
following  reply  : 
229268. 
1904. 

Inland  Revenue,  Somerset  House,  W.C., 
Stamps.  25th  April,  1904. 

SlE, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  acquaint  you 
that  the  following  works  on  the  list  forwarded  by  you  will 
be  regarded  as  "  well-known  books  of  reference "  for  the 
purpose  of  the  exemption  from  medicine  stamp-duty  in 
favour  of  "  known,  admitted,  and  approved "  remedies, 
viz. : 

1.  Beasley,  Henry,  "  The  Druggist's  General  Receipt- 
book." 

2.  Beasley,  Henry,  "  The  Book  of  Prescriptions." 

3.  Beasley,  Henry,  "The  Pharmaceutical  Formulary" 
^latest  edition  of  the  Pocket  Formulary). 

4.  Cooley,  "  Cyclopaedia  of  Receipts." 

6.  Hooper,  "  Physician's  Vade-Mecum." 
6.  Pereira,  Dr.  J.,  "  Selecta  e  Prescriptis." 
The  remaining  books  on  your  list  cannot  be  recognised  as 
"well-known  books  of  reference"  for  this  purpose. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  E.  Stoodlet,  Secretary. 
The  Editor,  The  Chemist  and  Deuggist. 

The  following  are  the  books  which  the  Board  have  not 
approved  :  Dr.  Brockley  on  Eczema,  "  Medical  News 
Formulary,"  Tanner's  "Manual  of  Medicine,"  Fox  on 
Eczema,  and  Weatherstone's  "  International  Pocket 
Medical  Formulary." 

Some  Official  Decisions. 

"Pests"  is  a  word  that  occasionally  occurs  on  nursery 
hair-lotion  labels,  the  following  being  a  good  example  : 


The  Want  ol:  an  Age  Supplied. 
NURSERY  HAIR-LOTION. 


Children's  Heads  may  be  freed  from  all  troublesome 
pests  by  using  this  Lotion,  which  also  eradicates  Scurf, 
cleanses  the  Head,  and  promotes  the  growth  of  the  Hair. 

DiEECTiONS. — Apply  this  Lotion  freely  with  a  small 
sponge  to  the  Scalp  every  morning,  afterwards  washing 
the  Head  with  a  little  soap  and  watei'.  Repeat  as  often 
as  required. 

Foe  Scukf. — Apply  in  the  same  manner,  but  after  the 
Head  is  thoroughly  dry,  moisten  the  Hair  with  a  little 
Almond  Oil. 

NoTE..--For  very  young  Infants,  use  the  Soap  very 
sparingly,  and  if  the  Skin  is  tender  or  inflamed,  apply  a 
little  Oatmeal  and  water,  or  Milk  of  Almonds. 

Price  f>d.  and  10^(7.  per  Bottle. 


In  order  to  ascertain  whether  "all  troublesome  pests" 
might  be  officially  construed  to  include  ailments  the  label 
was  submitted  to  the  Stamp  Department,  Somerset  House, 
and  it  was  returned  marked  "  Not  liable  to  duty." 
(Official  letter,  23202  S,  1904.) 

"Blood  Mixture"  is  not  a  dutiable  title,  but  the  sub- 
joined label  has  been  marked  by  the  Board  "  LiRble  to 
duty  "  ; 


BLOOD-MIXTURE. 

This  Preparation  has  a  remarkable  effect  upon  the 
Blood,  and  promotes  a  healthy  action  of  the  Skin. 

It  regulates  the  Bowels,  keeps  the  Liver  in  action,  and 
is  an  admirable  medicine  for  the  Spring  and  fall  of  the 
year. 

DosE.^ — One  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day,  in  water. 


able  effect  upon  the  blood  "  is  a  reference  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  medicine  acts  upon  the  blood  (see  "P. 
Vol.  II.,  page  58).  Besides,  we  understand  the  official  view 
to  be  that  body-names  are  not  liable,  but  if  vendors  add 
to  them  laudatory  or  descriptive  matter  the  labels  may 
become  liable. 

QxJALiFYiNG  Body  Names. — We  recently  (C.  tfc  D., 
April  16,  page  636)  referred  to  the  possibility  of  making 

body-names  liable  by  the  use 

of  descriptive  words  as  pre-     :  ; 

fixes  or  otherwise.     The  an-        LITTLE  LIVER-PILLS, 
nexed  label  is  an  example     1  „     ,       '  ,  , , 
submitted  to  us,  and  we  ex-       P™*^^-^  vegetable, 
pressed    the    opinion   that     '  Sugar-coaited. 
the  reference    to   digestive     ^  6  to  7  years  of  age    I  'pill 
creates  liability  just  as  if  the     ;  7  to'14  years  of  age  2  pills 

title  were  "Digestive  Liver-       Adults   2-3  pills 

pills "    or    "  Digestive    and       As  a  Digestive  Pill,  one  he- 
Liver-pills."        Our  -  corre-  fore  or  after  dinner. 

spondents    wrote     to  the  

Stamp  Department,  and  the 

label  was  returned  marked  "  Liable  to  duty." 

"Digestive  Sykup"  is  well  known  not  to  be  a  dutiable 
title,  but  it  has  appeared  doubtful  whether  it  might  not 
be  brought  within  the  charge  in  such  a  way  as  the  liver- 
pill  label  already  quoted,  hence  the  following  label  was 
sent  to  Somerset  House  : 


CONCENTRATED  DIGESTIVE  SYRUP. 

A  Most  Efficient  Aid  to  Digestion. 
Pure  and  Harmless. 
Made  entirely  from  Vegetable  Products. 
Dose. — 15  to  30  drops  in  water  after  meals.    As  a  laxa- 
tive :  One  teaspoonf  ul  in  water  at  bedtime. 

Shake  the  bottle. 


The  Department  have  marked  this  "  Not  liable  to  duty." 

"  Parasites."— We  are  indebted  to  another  subscriber 
(114/33)  for  four  labels  which  have  gone  through  the 
official  mill.    The  most  interesting  is  the  following  label  : 


Here  the  description  is  somewhat  laudatory,  and  "  remark- 


JONES'S  NURSERY  HAIR-LOTION. 
A  reliable  sanitary  preparation  which  effectually  cleanses 
Children's  Heads,  destroys  Nits  and  Parasites,  removes 
Scurf,  allays  Irritation,  and  promotes  the  growth  of  the 
Hair. 

Superior  to  Precipitate  Powder,  being  more  easily 
applied,  quite  invisible  when  dry,  and  free  from  daniger. 

Should  be  used  for  all  childi-en  who  attend  public 
schools. 

Directions. — Apply  with  a  sponge  every  morning  until 
the  Hair  is  thoroughly  cleansed,  afterwards  once  or  twice 
a  week.    Wash  the  Head  occasionally,  using  Coal  Tar 
Soap  or  Jones's  Hair-wash  Powder. 
A  fine  Tooth  Comb  should  be  used  once  or  twice  a  week. 
prepared  only  by 
[Name  and  address.] 


This  was  marked  "  Not  liable  to  duty  as  altered,"  and 
the  alteration  consisted  in  erasure  of  the  words  "  and 
parasites  "  which  we  have  italicised.  This  is  the  first  time 
the  alteration  has  come  to  our  notice;  previously  it  was 
"all  parasites"  which  was  considered  a  dutiable  descrip- 
tion. The  label  is  also  interesting  as  an  example  of 
possessive  case  and  "  prepared  only  by "  not  creating 
liability  when  the  preparation  sold  is  a  toilet-article  aind 
not  a  medicine. 

An  Interesting  Evolution. — Mr.  W.  Forster  (Seaham 
Harbour)  sends  us  a  series  of  three  labels ;  the  first  one  is 
for  "  Toothache-tincture,  P.J.R."  with  directions  as 
follows  : 

A  few  drops  on  cotton-wool  applied  to  the  tooth  in  pain, 
if  hollow  forced  into  the  cavity. 

This  failed  to  meet  the  Board's  requirements  as  to 
sufficient  disclosure.  Mr.  Forster  then  submitted  to  the 
Board   a   label    for    "Tooth-tincture"    with   the  same 
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directions.  This  was  marked  "  Liable  to  duty."  Next 
vyas  submitted  a  label  for  "Tooth-tincture,"  the  wcrds 
"in  pain"  being  removed  from  the  directions.  This  has 
been  marked  "  Nat  liable  to  duty." 

"  Digestive  Liver-pills  "  has  been  definitely  declared 
by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revemie  to  be  liable  to  duty 
(official  letter  23260/1904.  Stamps). 

Has  Homer  Nodded? — Both  the  subjoined  labels  have 
been  returned  by  the  Board  marked  "  Not  liable  to  duty." 
We  think  this  is  a  clerk's  mistake  in  the  case  of  the 
teething-powder  : 


i^perient  Coolir\g  Powder, 

For  a  Child  Ago 

,   The.  whole  of  the  Powder  fbr  a  dose. 


m  fTOiles  Bramle?,  fE>.lp.S. 

CHEMIST  €^  DRUGGIST  (  BY  EXAM.), 
REGENT  PHARMACY. 
77,    ROOKERV     ROAD,  HAND8WORTH. 


Pink  Cooling  ^6  Teething  Powder. 


The  whole  of  the  Powder  for  a  dose.. 


M.  fTOilee  IBramIe?,  fTO.p.S. 

CHEMIST       DRl-GGIST  ( BY  IIXAM.). 

^       REGENT  PHARMACY, 

77,     ROOKZRV     ROAO.  HANDOWORTH. 


"Teething"  has  been  definitely  declared  by  (ho  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  to  be  a  human  ailn^ent.  Tho-so  who  have 
been  kept  awake  o'  nights  agree,  but  the  marking-clerk 
iriay  not  have  reached  that  stage  in  human  prcrress. 


Another  Dutiable  Description  which  a  subscriber  has 
had  some  difficulty  in  fathoming  occurs  in  the  subjoined 
wording  of  a  label  : 


WILD-CHERRY  PECTORAL. 
Small  Price.    Small  Dose. 

A  specially  prepared  Fruit  Liiictus  of  Great  Balsamic 
and  Siidtliint;  Pniperties. 

C,'<)iii]i()undecl  from  the  juices  and  principles  of  sweet 
herbs,  ripe  fruit,  and  simples. 

This  Fruit  Linctus  should  be  taken  with  great  regularity 
for  the  lir.st  few  days. 


This  the  Board  declare  to  be  liable  to  duty.  Here,  again, 
we  have  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the  medicine 
acts — "  F-oothing-  Pectoral"  is  liable,  and  this  one  is  said 
to  be  soothing.  Moreover  the  words  "  special,"  "  specially 
prepared."  and  the  like  have  always  been  con.sidered  to 
bring  medicines  within  the  charge  of  duty  arising  from,,  a 
claim  to  an  occult  secret  or  art  in  preparing  the  same. 

Subscribers  who  get  labels  marked  by  the  Board  would 
oblige  by  letting  us  have  them  for  publicaticn  should  any 
novel  point  be  exhibited. 


THH  PHARMACY  BOARD  OF  QUEENSLAND. 


The  above  photograph  is  the  late^st  that  has  been  taken  of 
the  members  of  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Queensland.  The 
gentlemen  standing  at  the  back- are.  counting  from  right 
to  left,  Mr.  F.  W.  Simmonds,  Mr.  T.  W.  Thoniason  (Hon. 
Treasurer),  Mr.  J.  W.  Ward,  and  Mr.  G.  Watkins.  Those 
sitting  are  Mr.  F.  C.  Allen,  Mr.  A.  W.  Field,  Mt.  A.  B. 
Chater,  and  Mr.  E.  C.  Blake  (Registrar).  Mr.  A.  W. 
Field  was  at  the  last  meeting  unanimously  elected  Presi- 


dent in  place  of  Mr.  A.  B.  Chater,  whose  term  of  office 
has  expired.  Mr.  Field  has  on  two  previous  occasions 
filled  the  position  of  President,  and  is  the  senior  member 
of  the  Board,  having  been  appointed  by  the  Governor  in 
Council  to  the  first  Board  and  re-elected  at  every  sub- 
sequent election.  The  members  of  the  Pharmacy  Board 
are  also  the  examiners,  being  assisted  in  the  Preliminary 
examination  by  Mr.  Geo.  Scott,  M.A.  .         ,  f 
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Britisb  ipbarmaccutical  Conference. 


The  Sheffield  Meeting. 

AT  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  in 
London  last  week  (reported  below)  a  draft  of  the 
programme  for  the  meeting  to  be  held  in  Sheffield  next 
August  was  approved.  This  we  subjoin,  placing  along- 
side it  the  programme  of  the  Conference  meeting  held 
there  in  1879  : 


Sheffield,  1904. 
Jlonday,  Aiigitst  8. 

8.30  P.M. — Reception  by  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  Sheffield  (Coun- 
cillor J.  R.  Wheatley.  J.P.) 
at  the  Town  Hall.  Music  and 
refreshments. 

Tuesday,  Avc/nst  9. 

10  A.M. — Opening  of  Confer- 
ence in  the  Lecture-hall  of  the 
Sheffield  University  College. 
Address  of  welcome  by  Dr. 
Hicks,  F.R.S.,  Principal  of 
LTniversity  College. 

1  P.M. — Luncheon  at  the 
Royal  Victoria  Hotel. 

2  P.M. — Session  of  Confer- 
ence resumed  at  University 
College. 

Later. — Inspection  of  electro- 
plate and  cutlery  works. 

8  P.M. — Dance  and  smoking- 
concert  at  the  Royal  Victoria 
Hotel. 

Wednesday,  Aiignst  10. 

10  A.M. — Session  of  Confer- 
ence at  University  College. 

10.30  A.M. — A  short  drive  for 
ladies. 

1  P.M. — Luncheon  at  the 
Royal  Victoria  Hotel. 

2  P.M. — Session  of  Confer- 
ence resumed  and  concluded. 
Tea. 

Later. — Visit  to  works  of 
Messrs.  Cammell,  Laird  &  Co. 
(Limited). 

Tlmrsday,  August  11. 

9.30  A.M. — Drive  by  Fox 
Hou.se,  Froggatt  Edge,  to 
Bakewell. 

1  P.M. — Luncheon  at  Bake- 
well  Town  Hall. 

2.30  P.M. — Proceed  to  Haddon 
Hall  by  cai-riages,  or  walk 
through  meadows  ;  visit  the 
Hall,  and  afterwards  drive  to 
Chatsworth  Park  and  visit 
Chatsworth  House,  the  seat  of 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire. 

6  P.M. — High  tea  (at  Chats- 
worth or  Baslow  Hydro'). 

7.30  P.M.— Return  to  Sheffield 
by  Owler  Bar. 

Friday,  August  12. 

9.45  A.M. — Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Federation  of  Local 
Associations  at  the  Royal 
Victoria  Hotel. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  committee  have  been  content 
to  follow  practically  the  lines  of  their  predecessors,  for 
this  programme  would  indeed  be  hard  to  improve  upon,  and 
members  who  did  the  round  twenty-five  years  ago  will  be 
glad  to  revive  pleasant  memories  of  Haddon  and  Chats- 
worth. 

■  The  Lord  Mayors  of  the  city  are  famous  for  their 
hospitality,  and  Mr.  Councillor  Wheatley  may  be  relied 
upon  to  live  up  to  the  reputation  of  his  office.  Although 
he  expects  to  be  in  Bridlington  the  week  the  Conference 
is  1  '  ■  he  has  promised  to  run  over  to  give  the  Conference 


Sheffield,  1879. 
Tuesday,  August  19. 

10.30  A.M.— Meeting  of  Con- 
ference. 

1  P.M. — Adjournment  for 
luncheon. 

The  time  allowed  for  lun- 
cheon is  from  one  o'clock  until 
half-past  two  o'clock  ;  advan- 
tage of  which  will  be  taken  for 
a  visit  to  the  extensive  cutlery- 
works  of  Messrs.  J.  Rodgers  & 
Sons  (cutlers  to  her  Majesty), 
under  the  guidance  of  some 
appointed  members  of  the 
Local  Conunittee. 

2.30  P.M.— The  sitting  of  the 
Conference  will  be  resumed. 

5  P.M. — The  Conference  will 
close  each  day  at  five  o'clock. 

7.45  P.M. — 'Visit  to  works  of 
Messrs.  J.  Brown  &  Co. 
(Limited),  armour-plate  manu- 
facturers. 

Wednesday,  August  20. 

9.30  AM. — Visit  to  electro- 
plate, &c.,  works. 

Members  of  Committee  will 
be  in  attendance  to  accompany 
visitors. 

10.30  A.M.— Meeting  of  Con- 
ference. 

1  P.M. —Adjournment  for 
luncheon. 

2.30  P.M. — Business  of  Con- 
ference will  be  resumed. 
I  [No  arrangement  has  been 
made  for  this  evening,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  inaugural 
address  of  the  President  of 
the  British  Association. 

Thursday,  August  21. 

9  A.M. — Excm-sion  to  Haddon 
and  Chatsworth.  Carriages 
leave  Freemasons'  Hall,  pro- 
ceeding vid  Owler  Bar,  Frog- 
gatt Edge,  Calver,  and  Bake- 
well,  to  Haddon  Hall.  Lun- 
cheon on  arrival.  Carriages 
leave  about  three  o'clock  for 
Chatsworth,  which  will  be 
thrown  open  for  the  occasion. 
Ramble  through  the  park  to 
Baslow;  "high  tea"  at  the 
Devonshire  Arms  at  six  o'clock. 
Leave  for  Sheffield  about  half- 
past  eight. 


the  usual  official  recognition.  He  is  the  head  of  Messrs. 
Wheatley  &  Bates  (Limited),  the  brewers  of  the  cele- 
brated "Hop  Bitters"  which  bears  his  name. 

The  University  College,  in  the  Lecture-hall  of  which  the 
Conference  will  receive  its  official  welcome,  is  in  Leopold 
Street.  It  is  a  matter  for  regret  locally  that  the  new 
buildings  of  the  University,  now  in  the  chrysalis  stage, 
will  not  be  available  to  be  placed  at  the  service  of  the 
Conference. 

The  arrangements  for  inspecting  the  electroplate  and 
cutlery  works  are  not  yet  complete,  but  efforts  are  being 
made  to  give  the  fullest  opportunity  possible  for  an  insight 
into  the  processes  of  the  manufactures  for  which  Sheffield 
is  world-famous.  Messrs.  Cammell,  Laird  &  Co.  have  a 
reputation  for  "doing"  visitors  well,  and  will  no  doubt 
give  pharmacists  an  eye-opener  in  the  manufacture  of 
armour-plate,  heavy  forgings,  railway-carriage  springs,  &c. 

The  excursion  by  Dore  Moor,  Fox  House,  Froggatt 
Edge,  Calver,  Hassop,  and  Bakewell  is  through  one  of  the 
most  picturesque  corners  of  the  Midlands  to  as  charming  a 
spot  as  exists  in  England  to-day — Haddon  Hall,  fragrant 
with  romantic  memories  of  Dorothy  Vernon.  Visitors 
will  be  well  advised  to  walk  through  the  meadows  to  the 
Hall — it  is  more  than  worth  the  slight  exertion.  The 
seat  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  is  one  of  the  show-places 
of  the  North,  and  its  art  treasures  and  curios  make  it  well 
worth  a  visit. 

The  London  and  South- Western  Railway  Company  have 
at  last  come  into  line  with  the  other  companies,  and  have 
signified  their  intention  of  issuing  return  tickets  to  the 
Conference  at  a  single  fare  and  a  quarter,  on  the  same 
conditions  as  the  other  companies,  from  stations  on  their 
system  where  through  bookings  are  in  operation. 

Whatever  else  Sheffield  is  well  provided  with,  it  cannot 
boast  of  excessive  hotel-accommodation,  and  intending 
visitors  should  apply  early  for  beds,  or  they  may  be  met 
by  the  mournful  cry  of  "  No  room."  The  following  are 
particulars  of  the  accommodation  placed  at  the  service  of 
the  Local  Committee  : 


Bed  and  Breakfast, 
including  Attendance 


Hotels 


Royal  Victoria,  adjoining  the  Vic- 
toria (Great  Central)  Station 
Headquarters   

King's  Head,  'Change  Alley 

Imperial,  Castle  Street  ... 

Black  Swan,  Snig  Hill  ... 

Royal,  Waingate  

Albany  (Temperance),  Fargate 


Double 


s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

7 

6 

13 

6 

6 

6 

12 

6 

6 

0 

12 

0 

6 

0 

12 

0 

6 

0 

11 

0 

5 

0 

10 

0 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Local  Committee  is  Mr. 
Herbert  Antcliffe,  Union  Offices,  Westbar,  Sheffield,  and 
he  will  no  doubt  be  glad  to  furnish  further  information. 


A  Meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee 

was  held  at  16  Bloomsbury  Square  on  Tuesday,  April  19. 
Present,  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  (Vice-President)  in  the  chair. 
Messrs.  Naylor,  Newsholme,  and  Ransom  (Vice-Presi- 
dents), Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  (Hon.  Treasurer),  Messrs.  Peck 
and  White  (Hon.  Gen.  Sees.),  and  Messrs.  Antcliffe,  Bird, 
Boorne,  Gadd,  Matthews,  Squire,  and  Wright.  Apologies 
for  absence  were  received  from  Dr.  Attfield,  Messrs.  Idris, 
Martin,  Payne,  and  Tyrer. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  read 
and  confirmed,  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Umney  presented  the 
report  of  the  sub-committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Compendium  Committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
The  sub-committee  recommended  that  a  special  general 
meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Conference  be  called  to 
consider  the  desirability  of  placing  the  B.P.C.  For- 
mulary at  the  disposal  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  The  report  was  accepted  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Ransom,  seconded  by  Mr.   Peck.     Mr.  J.  C.  Umney 
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thereon  moved  "that  a  special  general  meeting  of  the 
members  be  called  for  this  purpose,  for  four  o'clock  on 
May  17,  1904,  at  the  house  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society." 
This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Bird,  and  carried.  It  was 
also  decided  not  to  circularise  each  member,  but  to  ask  the 
Editors  of  the  trade  journals  if  they  would  be  so  kind  as 
to  draw  special  attention  to  the  meeting  a  week  or  so 
before  the  above  date,  and  to  state  explicitly  the  object  of 
the  meeting. 

The  deputation  from  Sheffield  (Messrs.  Antcliffe,  News- 
holme,  and  Squire)  then  submitted  the  draft  programme 
for  the  annual  meeting,  as  above  detailed ;  and 
Mr.  Antcliffe  gave  particulars  of  the  negotiations  with 
the  railway  companies,  which  resulted  in  their  concession 
of  the  old  terms  of  a  fare  and  a  quarter  for  the  double 
journey,  and  mentioned  that  the  Conference  were  under 
special  obligation  to  the  Great  Central  Railway  Company 
for  their  action  in  the  matter.  The  Chairman  moved,  and 
Mr.  Naylor  seconded  (emphasising  in  his  remarks  the 
desirability  of  as  many  members  as  possible  taking  advan- 
tage of  £he  special  terms  granted  by  the  companies),  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  deputation  for  their  attend- 
ance.   This  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

Mr.  Peck  reported  the  receipt  of  further  communications 
from  Brighton  in  reference  to  the  meeting  in  1905,  and  was 
directed  to  reply  that  the  invitation  was  favourably 
received  by  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Gadd  called  attention  to  the  importance  of  abstracts 
of  papers  to  be  read  being  in  the  hands  of  members  before 
the  meetings,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  join  more  intelli- 
gently in  the  discussion. 

The  Hon.  Sees,  promised  to  see  what  could  be  done  in 
the  matter,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  authors  of  papers 
would  send  in  their  MSS.  as  early  as  possible.  They 
also  stated  that  they  hoped  copies  would  again  be  supplied 
by  the  Editor  of  the  "  Pharmaceutical  Journal,"  as  at  the 
Bristol  meeting. 

Mr.  Peck  suggested  that  more  corresponding  secretaries 
should  be  appointed,  and  was  requested  to  draw  up  a  list, 
and  submit  it  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Executive. 

Eighteen  gentlemen,  having  been  duly  nominated,  were 
elected  to  membership. 


Birtb0. 


Brown. — On  April  25,  at  161  Bury  New  Road,  Man- 
chester, the  wife  of  Mr.  Charles  Brown,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  of  a  daughter. 

RosiE. — At  Birtliewood.  Penicuik,  on  April  27,  the  wife 
of  Mr.  George  Rosie,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  daughter. 


fIDarriaoce. 


Crockart — SiLVERSiDES. — On  April  17,  at  Acomb,  York- 
shire, by  the  Rev.  T.  P.  T.  Tennent,  William  Crockart, 
chemist  and  optician,  Montrose,  N.B.,  to  Margaret  Ann, 
youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Silversides,  of 
Riccall,  Yorks,  and  granddaughter  of  Mr.  T.  Rhodes,  of 
Burstwick  Hall. 

Hughes — Cleekin. — On  April  19,  at  the  Sacred  Heart 
Church,  Clones,  by  the  Very  Rev.  Canon  O'Neill,  P.P., 
John  Hughes,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  late  of  Limerick, 
to  Mary,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Terence  Clerkin,  of 
Sharnock  Castle,  co.  Fermanagh. 

Proctor — Laxon. — On  April  20,  at  Downham  Market, 
Norfolk,  Ernest  A.  Proctor,  chemist  and  druggist,  to 
Helena,  second  daughter  of  Mr.  A.  B.  Laxon,  Downham 
Market. 

Smith — Selby. — At  St.  Cyprian's,  Brockley,  on  April  27, 
Frederick  Alfred  Upsher  Smith,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Briarfield,  Chatsworth  Road,  Chesterfield,  to  Edith  Grace, 
only  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Selby,  of  Dulwich. 

Winter — Lewis. — On  April  19,  at  St.  Mary-at-the- 
Walls,  Colchester,  by  the  Rev.  Greville  T.  Hales,  rector. 


assisted  by  the  Rev.  J.  Evans,  Harry  Stanley  Winter, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Manningtree,  Essex  (only  son  of 
the  late  John  Billingsley  Winter,  of  Manningtree,  chemist 
and  druggist  for  forty-six  years),  to  Alice  Maud,  youngest, 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Patridge  Lewis,  of  Col- 
chester. 


2)eatb0. 


Coaxes.— At  Willington,  on  April  17,  Mr.  William  P. 
Coates,  druggist,  aged  thirty-three. 

Dieterich. — At  Helfenberg,  near  Dresden,  on  April  15, 
Mr.  Eugen  Dieterich,  founder  and  president  of  the 
advisory  board  of  the  Chemische  Fabrik,  Helfenberg, 
A.  G.,  vorm.  Eugen  Dieterich,  aged  sixty-three  years.  Mr. 
Dieterich  was  born  at  Waltershausen,  Lower  Franconia. 
He  served  as  assistant  in  a  pharmacy  at  Remlingen,  near 
Wurzburg,  and  passed  the  State  pharmaceutical  examina- 
tion at  Munich,  where  he  subsequently  held  the  post  of 
chemist  at  a  mineral-colour  factory.  Later  he  became 
manager  of  the  Helfenberg  paper-works,  which  he  con- 
verted into  chemical-works,  and  there  established  a  busi- 
ness in  pharmaceutical  galenicals  which  has  since  become 
known  outside  Germany.  A  feature  of  Mr.  Dieterich's 
business  was  the  annual  reports,  entitled  "  Helfenberger 
Annalen,"  which  embodied  the  results  of  testing  and  re- 
searches in  his  laboratories.  These  reports  were  issued 
under  his  own  direction  for  ten  years,  and  contained 
exceedingly  valuable  information  as  regards  commercial 
supplies  as  well  as  analytical  processes.  The  Dieterich 
morphio-metric  method  is  one  of  the  best-known  processes 
for  valuing  opium.  Mr.  Dieterich  also  published  under 
the  title  "  Neue  Pharmaceutische  Manual"  a  recipe-book 
of  considerable  merit.  As  a  manufacturer  and  business 
man  he  was  very  successful.  He  applied  to  his  work 
methods  which  were  almost  American  in  their  boldness, 
and  the  ultra-professional  pharmacists  of  Germany  were 
not  too  pleased  with  the  success  that  attended  his  efforts. 
The  business  was  converted  into  a  limited  company  a  few 
years  ago,  when  his  two  sons  took  charge  of  it.  The 
elder,  Mr.  Hans  Dieterich,  had  spent  several  years  in 
London,  gaining  experience  of  Mincing  Lane  trade,  and 
assumed  the  position  of  business  manager ;  while  the 
younger  son.  Dr.  Karl  Dieterich,  acts  as  the  technical  and 
scientific  director. 

Heabne. — At  303  Cleethorpe  Road,  Grimsby,  on 
April  24,  Mr.  Robert  Moore  Hearne,  chemist  and 
druggist,  aged  forty-six.  Owing  to  the  suddenness  of  the 
death  an  inquest  was  held,  when  it  was  found  that  death 
was  due  to  heart-disease  and  syncope.  Dr.  Escombe,  who 
gave  evidence  to  that  effect,  said  the  mixture  Mr.  Hearne 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  was  quite  harmless.  The 
Borough  Coroner  remarked  that  he  was  very  pleased  to 
hear  that,  as  it  had  been  very  foolishly  rumoured  that 
deceased  had  died  from  poisoning.  A  verdict  of  death 
from  natural  causes  was  returned. 

Rump. — On  April  22,  Mr.  Robert  Russell  Rump,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  Wells,  Norfolk,  aged  seventy-four.  Mr. 
Rump  was  just  on  the  point  of  retiring  from  business,  in 
which  he  had  been  successfully  engaged  for  many  years, 
when  he  was  struck  down  with  pneumonia.  He  had  also 
acted  as  the  local  agent  of  the  London  and  Provincial 
Bank,  and  had  only  relinquished  this  appointment  a  few 
weeks.  He  was  of  a  very  kind  and  genial  disposition,  and 
his  death  is  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

Smith. — At  Heywood,  on  April  16,  from  acute  pneu- 
monia, Mr.  Frank  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
thirty-five. 

TiMPSON.— At  Plymouth,  on  April  23,  Mr.  John  Timp- 
son,  of  Blackheath  and  Golden  Lane,  E.C.,  aged  fifty 
years.  It  may  be  remembered  that  in  our  issue  of  March  19 
we  mentioned  that  Mr.  Timpson  sailed  for  New  York 
that  week,  when  he  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Charles 
Sharland  and  Mr.  A.  Lusk  Potter.  Mr.  Timpson  was 
then  not  feeling  very  well,  and  he  thought  the  voyage 
there  and  back  would  do  him  good,  and  it  would  enable 
him  to  introduce  Mr.  Potter  to  his  principals  (Messrs. 
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Johnson  &  Johnson),  as  he  had  just  taken  up  their  Aus- 
tralian agency.  Mr.  Timpson  returned  to  Englana  on 
April  4,  and  consulted  his  friend  Dr.  Griffin  at  Plymouth, 
when  it  was  decided  to  operate,  but,  in  spite  of  all  that 

professional  skill  could 
do,  he  gradually  sank  and 
died  last  Saturday  morn- 
ing. The  funeral  took 
place  at  Plymouth  on 
Monday.  Mr.  Timpson 
was  born  on  the  high  seas, 
between  New  York  and 
England,  on  January  30, 
1854,  and  since  then  he 
had  made  over  forty 
voyages  across  the  Atlan- 
tic. He  left  England  for 
Australia  when  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age, 
and  remained  there 
about  six  years,  obtaining 
business  experience  of  a 
varied  character.  From 
Australia  he  went  to  the 
United  States,  and  in 
1882  became  connected  with  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Johnson, 
remaining  with  them  for  ten  years  in  America,  until,  in 
1892,  he  came  to  London  to  manage  their  business  here. 
Since  that  time  he  had  twice  visited  India,  Ceylon,  Aus- 
tralia,, and  New  Zealand,  and  made  many  journeys  to  the 
Continent.  In  1896  his  business  was  registered  as  a  com- 
pany, under  the  title  of  John  Timpson  &  Co.  (Limited), 
with  headquarters  at  104  Golden  Lane,  London.  E.G.,  he 
becoming  managing  director,  and  in  addition  to  being  sole 
agents  in  Europe  and  the  British  Colonies  for  Messrs. 
Johnson  &  Johnson,  this  company .  were  agents  for  the 
Upjohn  Pill  and  Granule  Company  and  other  firms.  Mr. 
Timpson  was  unmarried.  His  comparatively  early  and 
unexpected  death  is  regretted  by  a  very  large  circle  of 
friends. 

Whelehan.— On  April  24,  at  38  Earl  Street,  Mullingar, 
Julia,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  P.  Wholehan,  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist. 


Ipmonalities. 


,As  recently  announced  in  the  C.  &  D.  Mr.  Frank  E. 
Butcher,  of  Messrs.  W.  Butcher  &  Sons,  Camera  House, 
'  ■  St.  Bride  Street,  E.G., 

sailed  on  April  22  by  the 
s.s.  Oroya  for  Sydney, 
on  a  business  tour 
through  Australasia.  Mr. 
Butcher  has  taken  with 
him  ten  cases  of  samples 
of  the  photographic  goods 
his  firm  sell,  the  samples 
comprising  all  the  lead- 
ing lines  so  popular  in 
this  country.  The  in- 
tention is  to  open 
trade  exhibitions  at  the 
principal  business  centres 
in  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  and  invite  in- 
spection. The  firm  are 
already  represented  in 
Australasia  by  Mr. 
G.  T.  Glyn-Jones,  63 
Queensland  Offices,  Bridge  Street,  Sydney,  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  so  that  letters  sent  to  that  address 
will  be  forwarded  to  Mr.  Butcher  during  his  stay.  The 
Oroya  is  timed  to  arrive  in  Sydney  on  June  4. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Bareett,  one  of  the.  directors  of  Messrs. 
G.  ■  B.  Kent  &  Sons  (Limited),  brush-manufacturers, 
London,  sailed  this  week  on  a  business  trip  to  Canada 
and  the  United  States,  where  his  firm's  products  have  long 


been  held  in  high  esteem, 
latest  things  with  him. 


He  carries  samples  of  th'e 


Mr.  William  Marshall  Freeman,  chemist,  Birming- 
ham, passed  the  Final  Bar  examination  held  at  Easter. 
The  portrait  which  we  give  of  him  is  from  the  "Birming- 
ham Pictorial  and  Dart."  Mr.  Freeman  is  the  eldest  son 
of  Mr.  John  Freeman,  chemist,  Icknield  Street,  Birming- 
ham. He  was  educated  at  King  Edward's  School,  where 
he  obtained  a  foundation  scholarship  at  the  age 'of  ten 


years.  He  matriculated  at  the  University  of  London  in 
1885,  and,  entering  his  father's  business,  passed  the  Minor 
examination  in  1890.  He  has  been  for  several  years  a 
member  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association.  He 
took  an  active  part  some  years  ago  in  bringing  the  sub- 
ject of  shop-hours  reform  prominently  before  Birmingham, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Political  Committee  of  the  Mid- 
land Conservative  Club  in  the  exciting  days  when  the 
late  Lord  "Randolph  Churchill  was  President.  He  has  also 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  educational  matters,  being  one 
of  the  Managers  of  St.  Paul's  National  Schools,  and  Hon. 
Treasurer  of  Christ  Church  Schools,  Birmingham.  In 
November  last  he  was  an  Independent  candidate  for  St. 
Paul's  Ward,  which  is  regarded  as  the  most  hopeless  ward 
for  an  "  Independent"  to  tackle.  The  result  proved  that 
Mr.  Fi-eeman  was  a  strong  candidate,  for  he  polled  within 
300  votes  of  his  successful  opponent,  who  had  held  the 
seat  for  a  long  time  and  had  the  support  of  the  political 
organisations.  One  writer,  referring  to  his  qualifications 
for  municipal  work,  said,  "  Mr.  Marshall  Freeman  is 
known  to  his  friends  as  a  very  hard  worker — a  speaker  far 
above  the  average  of  candidates,  and  possessing  in  an 
eminent  degree  business-like  instincts,  and  the  power  to 
form  and  pursue  a  clear-sighted  and  consistent  policy." 
In  addition  to  carrying  on  his  calling  as  a  chemist,  Mr. 
Freeman  had  an  interest  in  Freemans  &  Green  (Limited), 
of  the  Phoenix  Mills.  Birmingham,  of  which  company  he 
was  last  year  elected  chairman.  He  is  in  his  thirty-sixth 
year. 

Sir  John  T.  Brunneb,,  M.P.,  is  the  subject  of  a  sketcii 
in  the  current  number  of  the  "  Magazine  of  Commerce." 
He  is  described  as  one  of  the  commercial  kings  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  great  company  of  alkali-manu- 
facturers of  which  he  is  the  head  was  started  in  October, 
1873.  Between  October,  1873,  and  December,  1874, 
"everything  in  the  works."  he  says,  "that  could  explode 
did  explode,  and  everything  that  could  break  did  break. 
And  at  the  end  of  that  fatal  fifteen  months  we  had 
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nothing  left  l?ut  our  credit.  This,"  added  Sir  John,  "  was 
good."  To-day  the  company  employs  4,000  workpeople, 
and  manufactures  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  tons  of 
alkali  per,  ai?num.  Sir  John's  career  outside  his  business 
has  been  oi^e,  of  philanthropic  and  political  usefulness 
His  benefactions  have  been  notable.  He  has  endowed  a 
Ohair  of :  Economics  at  University  College,  Liverpool,  has 
held  many  useful  offices,  and  is  the  owner  of  several 
papers.  He  is  an  excellent  speaker,  smokes  cigarettes  like 
Mr  J^abouchere,  and  sips  tea  with  the  energy  of  a  man- 

f!V,eii  verij  ■::i''.J   '  '  ~  '  j  .  : 


The  Sheffield  branch  of  Messrs.  Bovril  (Limited)  ' has 
been  removed  from  39  George  Street  to  51  Trippet  Lane. 
;  Mr  J   H   Llewellin,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  pur- 
chased the  business  of  Messrs.  Chalmers  &  Son  at  New- 
port, balop.  ■  ■  : 

Mr  J  J  Spilman,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  pur- 
chased the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  L.  II.  Billamy,  at 
Pharmacy  Buildings,  Holderness  Road,  Hull. 
I  M^;^-  D^NSTON,  chemist  and  druggist,  Farnham,  has 
bought  the  business  of  Mr.  B.  Webster,  chemist  and 
druggist,  at  Innchley,  and  will  carry  it  on  as  "Webster 
&  Co. 

Messrs.  Henry  Bishop  &  60:  (Limited), "of  Waltham 
Cross,  have  purchased  from  Mr.  W.  G  Skoiildine 
chemist  and  druggist,  the  business  formerly  belondn- 
to  him  at  742  Holloway  Road,  N.  :     s  o 

The  business  of  Mr.  H.  Mells  at  Kirton,  near  Boston 
has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  A.  Shepperson,  manufacturing, 
chemist,  formerly  of  Swineshead,  and  not  Mr.  "Stephen 
son    as  stated  in  last  week's  issue. 

Mr.  Fredk.  Robinson,  chemist  and  druggist  14a  Brad 
shaw  Street,  Manchester,  has  purchased  the  business  of 
Mr  T.  Lacey  Hewitt,  chemist,  at  71  Embden  Street, 
Hulme,  lormerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  Taylor. 

The  dispensing  and"  photographic  business  so  success- 
tuily  carried  on  for  over  thirty  years  by  Mr.  T  F  Hudson 
chemist  and  druggist,  at  63  Grove  Road,  Bow,  E  has 
been  _  purchased  by  Mr.  W.  Shadforth,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  late  manager  of  Parke's  Drug-stores  (Limited) 
at  Brondesbury,  N.W. 

Mr.  Harry  Stout,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
taken  into  partnership  in  1  the  firm  of  S.  Gill  &  Sons 
57  Broad  Street,  Pendleton,  This  pharmacy  was  es- 
tablished in  18o5,  and  now  has  branches  at '247  Ellor 
Street,  Seedley,  and  180  Bolton  Road.  Irlams-o'-th'- 
Height.  The  business  will  still  be  carried  on  under  the 
old  name  of  F.  Gill  &  Son. 

Messrs.  Day,  Son  &  Hewitt,  of  22  Dorset  Street, 
Baker  Street,  W..  have  acquired  the  old-established 
sheep-dip  business  of  Thomas  Bigg,  Great  Dover  Street, 
S.E.,  which  they  will  carry  on  as  heretofore  at  the 
original  address.  The  two  businesses  now  amalgamated 
were  started  in  the  same  year — 1833— the  founders, 
Thomas  Bigg  and  Thomas  Day,  being  personal  friends. 

Mr.  J.  E.  SouTHON,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  8  Leaden- 
hall  Street,  E.G.,  has  purchased  the  goodwill,  prescrip- 
tion-books, and  private  recipes  of  Mr.  H.  G.  Constance, 
chemist,  114  Leadenhall  Street,  E.G.,  who  has  retired 
from  business.  The  "Conic,"  "Oriental  Pearl  Denti- 
frice," &c.,  will  now  be  manufactured  and  sold  at 
8  Leadenhall  Street,  to  which  address  all  orders  should 
be  forwarded. 


The  following  Indian  Oddity  is  said  to  be  treasured  by 
Lady  Curzon  ;  "  Gentlemen, — We  have  the  pleasure  to  in- 
form you  that  our  respected  father  departed  this  life  on  the 
such  and  such  a  date.  His  business  will  be  carried  on  by 
his  beloved  sons,  whose  names  arc  given  below.  The  opium 
market  is  quiet,  and  Mai.  1500  rupees  per  chest.  O  death, 
where  is  thy  sting?    O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory?" 


ameiican  Botes. 


On  Strike. — At  Chicago  the  drug-clerks  employed  by 
the  Wholesale  Druggists'  Association  demanded  a  5-per- 
cent, increase  in  wages,  which  their  employers  refused. 
The  union  leaders  have  now  ordered  a  strike  vote  to  be 
taken,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  men  will  go  out  on 
strike.     Nearly  a  thousand  clerks  will  be  involved. 

Arsenic  in  Virginia. — The  British  Consul  at  Balti- 
more, in  his  report  on  the  trade  of  the  States  of  Maryland, 
Virginia,  West  Virginia,  and  Kentucky  for  1903,  remarks 
that  "  what  is  said  to  be  the  largest  arsenic-mine  in  the 
world,  and  stated  to  be  at  present  turning  out  seventy 
tons  per  month,  is  situated  in  Floyd  County,  Virginia, 
seventeen  miles  from  Christiansburg,  the  nearest  railroad 
point.  About  125  persons  are  employed  at  the  mine,  and 
the  plant  is  considered  the  most  modern  in  existence  for 
the  treatment  of  the  ore." 

Affiliated. — The  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy  bas 
completed  arrangements  for  affiliation  with :  Columbia 
University.  These  arrangements  are  most  advantageous 
to  the  College.  The  initiative  in  the  movement  was 
taken  by  the  University  authorities,  and  in  future  all 
matters  concerning  instruction  will  be  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  President  Butler  of  the  University;  there  will  be 
mutual  representation  in  the  councils  of  the  faculties,  and 
students  will  be  offered  the  advantages  of  both  institutions. 
The  College  library,  with  the  exception  of  the  Lloyd 
library,  probably  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  America,  will 
have  the  care  of  Columbia's  trained  force  of  librarians. 
The  financial  afi'airs  and  maintenance  of  the  College  will 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  as  at  present.  Tile 
College  is  just  seventy-five  years  olcL 


lEast  3n^^an  1Rew6. 


Opium  for  China. — The  P.  &  0.  s.s.  Sardinia,  which 
arrived  at  Ceylon  lately  from  Calcutta,  brought  128  cases 
of  opium  for  transhipment  to  Hong-Kong. 

Indigo  in  Madras. — The  report  of  the  Madras  Govern- 
ment Botanist  states  that  an  attempt  was  made  last  year 
to  collect  information  regarding  the  wild  indigos  of  rh^ 
Madras  Presidency.  It  is  supposed  that  among  these 
there  is  one  at  least  of  great  economic  value,  and  the  search 
has  been  commenced  for  it.  The  specimens  collected 
have  been  sent  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Royal  Gardens 
in  Calcutta,  and  several  interesting  species  have  been 
found  among  them.  The  cultivated  forms  so  far  collected, 
have  been  uniformly  referred  to  Indigofera  svmatrana,  and 
not  to  Indigofera  tinctoria  as  had  been  supposed. 

S.V.M.  Licences  in  the  Punj.^b. — In  August  last  year 
Mr.  Frank  Bliss,  proprietor  of  the  business  of  Messrs. 
Frank  Bliss  &  Co.,  of  Simla,  was  fined  20^.,  with  the 
option  of  a  week's  simple  imprisonment,  for  a  bi'each  of 
the  rules  regulating  the  sale  of  methylated  spirit  in  the 
Punjab.  He  appealed  to  the  Chief  Court  of  the  Punjab, 
and  in  his  absence  the  appeal  was  thrown  out.  It  appears 
that  licences  for  the  sale  of  S.V.M.  only  came  into  vogue 
in  the  Punjab  from  April  1,  1902,  and  on  that  occasion 
the  Excise  authorities  presented  Mr.  Bliss  with  a  licence 
gratis  without  asking,  and  he  assumed  that  the  document 
held  good  until  revoked.  It  expired,  however,  on  March  31, 
1903.  Subsequently  a  gentleman  called  to  inspect  the- 
licence,  and  as  he  did  not  disclose  his  authority,  Mr.  Bliss 
ordered  him  out  of  the  shop,  with  the  result  that  Mr. 
Bliss  was  summoned  to  attend  the  Assistant  Magistrate's 
court  and  fined. 


Phosphates  to  the  amount  of  636,002  tons  were  exported' 
from  the  ports  of  Algiers  and  Tunis  in  1903.  The  chief" 
share  of  this  fell  to  the;  Compagnie  des  Phosphates  de  Gaf s», ' 
the  second  place  being, taken  by  the  Constantino  Phosphate. 
Company  (Limited).  -^.j 
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pbarmac^  in  tbe  3n^^an  Hrmi?. 

By  an  Old  Qui  Hai. 


IN  treating  of  anything  Indian,  it  is  as  well  to  remind  one's 
readers  that  India  is  an  immense  peninsula,  populated  by 
300  millions  of  people  speaking  many  widely  different 
tongues,  and  often  as  widely  variant  in  appearance,  tastes, 
and  religion  as  the  Englishman  and  the  Esquimaux ;  and 
with  climates  less  similar  than,  let  us  say,  Liverpool  and 
Moscow.  The  following  remarks  will  apply  to  Northern 
India — i.e.,  the  provinces  of  Bengal  and  the  Punjab — that 
being  the  portion  of  the  Empire  with  which  I  am  best 
acquainted. 

In  primis  the  Army  of  India  is  divided  into  British  and 
Native,  and  the  pharmaceutical  arrangements  for  the  two 
divisions  differ  widely.  In  England  and  the  Colonies  the 
whole  medico-pharmaceutical  arrangements  of  the  Army  are 
carried  out  by  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps.  The  officers 
of  the  corps  train  their  own  dispensers,  and  the  men  so 
trained  carry  out  their  duties  efficiently  and  well.  In  India 
the  system  is  quite  different.  The  officers  of  the  Royal 
Amy  Medical  Corps  remain  in  charge  of  British  troops, 
but  the  rank-and-file  do  not  serve  in  Hindustan.  The 
Native  Army  is  doctored  by  the  Indian  Medical  Service, 
and  the  pharmaceutical  duties  for  both  British  and  Native 
troops  are  carried  out  by  the  Indian  Subordinate  Medical 
Department.  This  Department  is  divided  into  (a)  assist- 
ant-surgeons' branch,  and  (6)  hospital  assistants'  branch. 
The  former  do  duty  exclusively  with  British  and  the  latter 
with  Native  regiments. 

The  assistant-surgeon  is  the  correlative  of  the  sergeant- 
compounder  and  wardmaster  of  the  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corps  rolled  into  one,  but  he  is  also,  as  I  will  show,  a  great 
deal  more.  His  high-sounding  title  is  rather  misleading, 
and  was  obtained  in  a  curious  way.  Formerly  he  was 
styled  an  apothecary,  but  he  agitated  for  more  pay,  stop- 
ping the  supply  of  candidates.  The  Indian  Government 
hates  increasing  anybody's  pay,  unless  he  be  a  member  of 
Council,  so  it  temporised,  and  gave  the  apothecary  a  high- 
sounding  title.  Out  in  India  titles  go  further  than  they  do 
in  England,  and  the  Eurasian  swallowed  the  bait,  and  at 
first  the  whilom  apothecary  fed  and  clothed  his  little  ones 
with  the  dignity  which  the  King-Emperor  had  been  pleased 
to  bestow  on  him,  and  not  much  more.  Candidates  were 
allowed  to  come  in  then,  but  the  service  still  failed  to  at- 
tract, and,  at  last,  substantial  increases  of  pay  were  given 
in  1901. 

The  Assistant-surgeons 

are  recruited  from  domiciled  Europeans  and  Eurasians. 
Natives  are  not  admitted  to  the  branch.  Examinations  are 
held  once  or  twice  yearly  at  all  big  military  stations  in  the 
following  subjects  :  (1)  Dictation,  (2)  mathematics,  (3)  his- 
tory and  geography,  (4)  Hindustani  or  Urdu.  The  ex- 
amination is  by  written  papers,  the  piece  of  dictation  being 
fixed  by  the  Board  of  Education,  and  an  officer  of  the 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  superintends  it.  In  order  to 
examine  in  Hindustani  the  officer  must  himself  have  passed 
a  Government  examination  in  the  language.  Candidates 
must  be  between  sixteen  and  eighteen  years  of  age,  and 
produce  evidence  of  good  moral  character  and  of  European 
or  Eurasian  parentage — that  is  to  say,  one  or  both  of  their 
parents  must  be  of  European  birth.  The  examination  is 
very  easy  and  quite  within  the  attainments  of  any  school- 
boy. If  successful,  the  embryo  apothecaries  must  get  their 
parents  or  guardians  to  undertake  to  provide  them  with  a 
certain  amount  of  clothing  yearly,  and  they  are  then  sent, 
at  the  expense  of  the  State,  to  the  Calcutta,  Madras,  or 
Bombay  Medical  College,  when  they  are  provided  with 
good  food,  lodging,  uniform,  and  all  books  and  instruments 
they  may  require.  The  curriculum  extends  over  four  years, 
and  embraces  the  following  subjects  :  (1)  Chemistry,  (2) 
pharmacy  and  materia  medica,  (3)  anatomy  and  surgery, 
(4)  physiology  and  medicine.  The  course  of  instruction  is 
very  thorough,  and  on  the  termination  of  his  training  the 
young  military  pliarmacist  is  exactly  similar  in  attainments 
to  the  old  licentiates  of  the  apothecaries'  societies  prior  to 
the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts.  The  only  drawback  to 
the  system  is  that  apparently  there  are  no  "  failures." 


Every  "military  pupil"  who  enters  the  medical  colleges 
at  the  various  capitals  eventually  passes  out  as  an  assistant- 
surgeon. 

Having  passed  out  of  his  medical  college,  the  young 
apothecary  is  posted  to  a  hospital,  styled  in  military  par- 
lance "  the  Station  Hospital,"  in  some  cantonment  in  the 
command  or  province  to  which  he  belongs.  His  duties  are 
multifarious.  He  has  to  be  present  in  the  morning  when 
the  fresh  sick  of  the  garrison  are  paraded  for  inspection  by 
the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  hospital.  He  prepares 
a  list  of  the  men  reporting  sick  in  his  diary,  and  makes  a 
note  of  any  treatment  ordered  for  them.  After  they  have 
been  seen  by  the  doctor  he  administers  any  medicine 
ordered  for  them,  and  allots  those  admitted  to  hospital  to 
the  various  wards. 

He  then  accompanies  the  officer  on  his  visit  to  the  wards, 
records  treatment  ordered,  and  assists  in  surgical  dress- 
ings. After  the  visit  to  the  wards  he  dispenses  the 
medicines  required  for  the  inmates  of  his  wards,  and  if  he 
is  not  on  duty  for  the  day  his  work  is  finished  till  sunset, 
when  he  must  pay  an  evening  visit,  take  the  temperatures 
of  patients  suffering  from  fever,  and  assist  the  R.A.M.C. 
officer  in  any  special  treatment. 

Each  hospital  has  a  staff  of  at  least  three  assistant- 
surgeons,  who  take  turns  to  go  on  duty  for  the  entire  day. 
During  his  "tour  of  duty" — as  it  is  officially  styled — the 
military  pharmacist  has  a  lively  time.     He  relieves  his 
predecessor  at  7  a.m.  in  the  summer  and  9  a.m.  in  the 
winter  months.    After  his  ordinary  routine  work  he  re- 
mains in  the  hospital-compound,  and  sees  all  men  reporting 
sick  during  the  daj'.    In  England  the  wardmaster  of  the 
R.A.M.C.  on  duty  simply  sees  the  sick  man  and  sends  for 
the  orderly  medical  officer,  but  his  Indian  confrere  treats 
all  mild  cases  of  illness  himself,  and  only  sends  for  the 
officer  on  duty  if  the  case  is  one  of  unusual  severity  or  an 
accident.    In  England  medical  officers  go  on  duty  for  a  day 
1  only,  and  must  remain  in  the  hospital  the  entire  day  and 
!  sleep  there  at  night ;  but  in  India  they  go  on  duty  for  a 
week  at  a  time,  and  are  only  required  to  pay  an  evening 
!  visit  to  each  hospital  in  the  garrison,  and  be  on  hand  if 
I  sent  for  in  any  case  of  emergency ;  in  fact,  the  Indian 
i  assistant-surgeon  fulfils  the  duty  of  house-surgeon  as  well 
as  apothecary.    It  will  be  seen  in  England  and  the  Colonies 
officers  of  the  Royal  Army  Mediaal  Corps  are  resident 
medical  officers  of  the  hospitals  to  which  they  are  attached, 
whereas  in  India  they  are  simply  visiting  surgeons. 

It  will  be  at  once  understood  what  a  difference  this 
makes  in  the  number  of  doctors  required.  With  the  aid  of 
the  home-made  and  home-taught  assistant-surgeon  the 
astute  Indian  Government  is  able  to  work  a  large  garrison 
with  a  number  of  officers,  which  if  worked  on  home  or 
colonial  lines  would  require  a  three  times  larger  staff. 
Further,  the  Indian  Army  is  provided  with  pharmacists 
!  inured  to  the  climate,  and  serving  in  the  land  of  their  birth 
for  a  smaller  wage  than  that  paid  to  the  warrant  and  non- 
commissioned officers  of  the  R.A.M.C.  In  addition  to 
seeing  all  men  reporting  sick  after  hospital  hours,  the 
assistant-surgeon  on  duty  has  to  dispense  all  medicines 
ordered  for  officers  and  warrant-officers  and  their  wives  and 
families  entitled  to  medical  attendance,  and  this  duty  is 
by  no  means  a  light  one,  as  the  prescriptions  sent  in  for 
out-patients  often  number  thirty  or  forty  a  day. 

The  assistant-surgeon  has,  of  course,  to  perform  no 
menial  duties.    These  are  all  performed  by 

The  Indian  Army  Hospital  Corps. 
This  corps  is  composed  of  natives,  chiefly  of  low  caste, 
and  divided  into  (1)  ward-servants,  (2)  water-carriers,  (3) 
cooks,  and  (4)  sweepers.  The  ward-servants  are  to  a  certain 
extent  native  male  nurses.    They  assist  the  pharmacist  in 
administering  medicines,  taking  temperatures,  and  apply- 
ing dressings,  and  also  make  themselves  generally  useful 
in  the  dispensary.    They  are  paid  from  Rs.6  to  Rs.l2  per 
i  mensem  (8s.  to  16s.),  and  feed  themselves.    The  water- 
carriers  are  a  necessity  in  a  country  where  the  water  is 
never  laid  on,  and  where,  even  in  stations  where  there  is  a 
j  general  water-supply,  instead  of  the  usual  wells,  it  is  dis- 
i  tributed  in  bombas  or  reservoirs  along  the  main  thorough- 
I  fares.    The  native  way  of  carrying  water  is  in  a  mussack — 
that  is.  the  entire  skin  of  a  sheep  or  goat,  roughly  dressed, 
1  and  stitched  up  so  as  to  be  more  or  less  watertight.  The 
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skin  of  one  leg  forms  a  spout.  Until  recently  this  crude 
method  of  carrying  water  was  used  in  all  Indian  hospitals, 
and  was  a  fruitful  source  of  disease,  as  it  can  be  easily 
imagined  how  filthy  a  partially  cured  skin  becomes  when 
carefully  stitched  up  and  kept  sodden  with  water  for 
months. 

Within  the  last  two  years  the  Indian  Government 
realised  that  there  must  be  something  in  the  constant  re- 
presentations of  the  medical  officers,  and  buckets  are  now 
provided  instead  of  the  time-honoured  mussack,  much  to 
the  annoyance  of  the  water-carriers,  for  the  Indian  native  is 
a  true  conservative  and  hates  all  innovations,  good  and  bad. 

The  cooks  are  an  excellent  body  of. men,  and  considering 
the  wretched  pay  they  receive,  which  is  not  more  than  half 
that  paid  to  civilian  cooks  in  private  houses,  they  turn  out 
most  savoury  invalid-dietary.  The  sweepers  are  the  lowest 
of  all  castes  in  India.  They  perform  the  most  menial 
offices,  such  as  sweeping  the  floor  and  looking  after  the 
conservancy  arrangements.  This  class  is,  curiously  enough, 
better  paid  in  the  corps  than  in  civil  life,,  so  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  recruiting.  The  men  are  the  only  natives  who 
will  eat  European  food,  so  they  thrive  in  barracks  and 
hospital,  growing  fat  on  the  plentiful  waste  of  the  soldiers' 
meals ;  for  Tommy  is  a  most  extravagant  feeder. 

The  Dispensary 

in  an  Indian  hospital  affords  a  striking  contrast  to  the 
compounding-room  of  a  British  military  hospital.  Instead 
of  the  rows  of  polished,  neatly  labelled  bottles,  we  have 
several  large  cupboards  looking  like  wardrobes  bearing  the 
quaint  legend  "  Expense  Almirah,"  and  one  smaller  ward- 
robe with  the  words  "  Poison  Almirah"  in  English,  Urdu, 
Hindi,  and  Bengali.  Not  a  single  bottle  is  to  be  seen ; 
they  are  all  inside  the  almirahs.  This  curious  arrangement 
is  rendered  necessary  by  the  thieving  propensities  of  the 
Indian  native.  Everything  has  a  marketable  value  in  an 
Indian  bazaar,  and  the  hospital  servants  could,  and  would, 
find  a  ready  market  for  the  smallest  quantities  of  tinctures 
and  other  drugs.  The  almirahs  contain  rows  of  bottles 
neatly  labelled,  but  on  account  of  the  cramped  space  the 
bottles  are  all  small,  and  there  is  no  attempt  at  a  special 
class  of  bottle  for  stock,  most  of  the  drugs  being  contained 
in  the  receptacle  in  which  they  arrive  from  the  manufac- 
turer or 

Medical-store  Depot. 

This  institution  deserves  a  few  remarks  en  ■passant. 
There  is  one  established  in  each  command  or  province,  at 
the  capital  town.  It  is  under  the  charge  of  a  field  officer  of 
the  Indian  Medical  Service,  assisted  by  a  number  of  babus, 
or  native  clerks.  All  drugs  for  the  province  go  from  the 
whclc.cile  druggists  and  manufacturers,  not  to  the  hospitals 
where  they  are  to  be  consumed,  but  to  the  depot,  and  are 
thence  distributed.  The  system  is  a  remnant  of  bygone 
days,  when  there  were  no  wholesale  druggists  in  India,  and 
all  drugs  had  to  be  obtained  from  England.  Nowadays 
there  are  several  excellent  wholesale  firms  in  India,  and  the 
proper  system  would  be,  as  in  England,  to  offer  the  Army 
drug-contracts  for  tender  amongst  the  Indian  wholesale 
druggists  and  such  English  firms  as  would  consider  it  worth 
their  while  to  establish  a  distributing  depot  at  Bombay. 

Even  if  this  radical  change  were  not  introduced  it  is 
totally  unnecessary  to  have  four  depots — one  at  Calcutta, 
another  at  Madras,  a  third  at  Bombay,  and  a  fourth  at 
Mian  Mir.  With  the  present  fine  system  of  railways  one 
depot  would  be  ample.  Under  the  present  regime  freight 
is  frequently  paid  on  drugs  from  Bombay  to  Calcutta,  and 
then  back  again  from  Calcutta  to  Jubbulpore  and  other 
places.  The  system  appears  to  be  preserved  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  billets  for  certain  officials  and 
numerous  subordinates. 

The  supply  of  drugs  is  not  illiberal,  and,  in  addition  to 
the  authorised  scale,  medical  oflficers  are  allowed  to  pur- 
chase small  quantities  of  special  remedies  locally. 

The  Dispensing  of  the  Indian  Apothecary 

is  neatly  and  accurately  carried  out,  but  in  some  hospitals 
a  pernicious  habit  has  grown  up  of  allowing  an  old  ward- 
servant  who  has  been  long  employed  in  the  drug-room  to 
pick  up  a  smattering  of  pharmacy  and  do  much  of  the 
dispensing.    To  such  an  extent  is  this  carried  that  the 


'  ward-servant  in  charge  of  the  drug-room  frequently  styles 
himself  the  "compounder,"  and  is  proportionately 
venerated  by  his  colleagues.  Whenever  discovered  by  the- 
officers  this  procedure  is  put  down  with  a  strong  hand ;. 
but,  as  I  have  said,  the  doctors  are  merely  vi.siting  surgeons- 
in  India,  and  the  soi-disant  "compounder"  keeps  out  of 
the  way,  or  employs  himself  harmlessly  in  washing  up 
when  they  are  about. 

Nursing. 

The  assistant-surgeon  must  sleep  in  the  hospital  during 
his  tour  of  duty,  must  inspect  all  meals  served  to  the 
patients,  and  preserve  discipline  in  the  wards  during  the 
absence  of  the  medical  officers.  This  last  is  no  insignificant 
1  portion  of  his  duties,  as,  in  addition  to  the  patients  (many 
of  whom,  in  a  military  hospital,  are  suffering  from  mild 
venereal  disease  and  are  very  obstreperous)  and  the  Army 
Hospital  Corps,  there  is  usually  a  number  of  soldiers  from 
the  British  corps  in  the  garrison  employed  as  nursing  order- 
lies. These  men  represent  the  nursing  orderlies  of  the 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  in  an  Indian  hospital.  They 
are  selected  by  the  adjutant  of  their  regiment,  and  go 
through  a  course  of  "  first-aid  "  and  stretcher  drill  under  a 
medical  officer.  After  their  instruction  they  are  examined 
in  "  first-aid,"  and  if  found  competent  are  sent  to  a  large 
hospital  where  there  are  nursing  sisters,  in  order  to  be 
trained  in  practical  nursing  for  six  months. 

At  the  termination  of  this  period  of  training  they  are  ex- 
amined in  nursing  duties,  and  if  qualified  are  granted  cer- 
tificates of  competency.  The  men  then  revert  to  regimental 
duty,  and  are  drawn  on  by  the  doctors  as  required.  As 
there  are  always  some  bad  cases  in  an  Indian  hospital,  a 
few  nursing  orderlies  are  always  employed,  but  during  an 
epidemic  the  number  is  frequently  large.  Certificated 
men  receive  extra-duty  pay  at  the  rate  of  4a.  {^d. 
sterling)  a  day  when  actually  employed,  but  receive  no 
retaining- fee  to  encourage  maintained  efficiency.  Men 
who  have  not  got  certificates  have  frequently  to  be  em- 
ployed when  the  supply  of  trained  men  runs  out.  They 
receive  nothing  extra,  so  in  nursing,  as  in  all  other  matters 
medical,  the  Indian  Government  is  extremely  economical. 
The  lady  nurses  of  the  Indian  Army  Nursing  Service  con- 
stitute a  mere  drop  in  the  ocean  of  Indian  nursing.  There 
:  are  so  few  of  them  that  individual  nursing  is  out  of  the 
question,  and  their  duties  are  purely  supervisory. 

For  the  multitudinous  duties  I  have  detailed,  the  Indian 
military  pharmacist,  or  assistant-surgeon  as  we  must  call 
,  him,  receives,  on  passing  out  of  his  college,  the  noble 
i  honorarium  of  Rs.80  (51.  6s.  8d.)  per  mensem,  which  is 
'  supplemented  by  free  quarters,  but  no  rations.  On  this  pay 
he  is  designated  an  assistant-surgeon  fourth  class.  He  is 
promoted  every  five  years  to  a  higher  grade,  arriving,  after 
about  twenty  years'  service,  at  the  rank  of  assistant-surgeon 
first  class,  with  pay  at  the  rate  of  Rs.200  per  mensem 
(equivalent  to  about  160/.  a  year).  After  another  five  or  six 
years'  service  he  may  hope  to  attain  the  rank  of  senior 
assistant-surge  m  with  the  honorary  rank  of  lieutenant.  The 
commissioned  pharmacists  are,  of  course,  very  few  in  num- 
ber. Their  duties  are  exactly  similar  to  those  of  the 
quartermasters  of  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps — that  is 
to  say,  they  are  mainly  non-medical.  These  honorary  com- 
missioned officers  take  precedence  below  all  officers  with 
substantive  rank,  but  draw  the  pay  of  their  military  grade 
in  the  Indian  Army.  Assistant-surgeons  can  retire  on  pen- 
sion after  twenty  years'  service. 

First-class  assistant-surgeons  get  a  retiring  allowance  of 
about  100/.  per  annum,  but  those  who  attain  to  com- 
missioned rank  get  the  same  retiring  allowance  as  quarter- 
masters of  the  British  Army — viz.,  200/.  per  annum. 

The  Native  Army  Pharmaceutical  Arrangements 

I  bear  little  resemblance  to  those  in  force  for  British  troops, 
but  are,  practically,  a  survival  of  the  system  in  vogue  prior 
to  the  creation  of  the  Army  Medical  Department  in  1878. 
Each  native  regiment  has  its  own  doctor  and  its  own  little 
regimental  hospital  all  to  itself.  The  doctors  are  officers  of 
the  Indian  Medical  Service,  while  the  pharmaceutical  duties 
are  performed  by  the  hospital  assistants'  branch  of  the 

I  Indian  Subordinate  Medical  Department.  The  hospital 
assistants  are  recruited  in  two  ways.  The  bulk  are  the  sons 
of  petty  tradesmen  who  have  a  medical  bent,  but  are  not 
sufficiently  well  off  to  obtain  a  quasi-medical  training  at  one 
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of  the  medical  colleges,  and  the  remainder  are  recruited 
from  among  the  ward-servants  of  native  regimental  hos- 
pitals who  have  shown  special  aptitude  and  are  recom- 
mended by  the  regimental  surgeon.  Both  classes  of  native 
medical  pupils  contract  to  serve  the  Government  for  five 
years  at  least  after  leaving  college,  or  to  forfeit  the  cost 
,  of  their  special  education.  They  pass  no  entrance  examina- 
tion, but  must  be  able  to  read  and  write  in  the  vernacular. 
They  need  have  no  knowledge  of  English.  They  must 
feed  and  clothe  themselves  while  at  college.  They  remain 
under  tuition  for  two  years,  and  get  a  good  grounding  in 

■  pharmacy  and  materia  medica,  and  a  good  smattering  of 
medical  knowledge 

On  passing  out  of  the  training-college  the  young  hospital 
assistant  is  posted  to  a  native  regiment  for  duty.  He  re- 
ports himself  first  to  the  colonel  of  the  regiment,  and 

■  becomes  for  all  disciplinary  purposes  a  member  of  the 
regiment.  He  is  usually  kept  for  a  year  or  two  under  a 
senior  man  to  learn  the  routine  work  of  the  hospital.  Com- 
pared with  his  Eurasian  confrere  attached  to  British 
troops,  the  hospital  assistant's  duties  are  very  light.  He 
parades  the  fresh  sick  for  inspection  by  the  medical  officer 
every  morning,  but  as  these  are  rarely  half  a  dozen,  and 
never  more  than  half  a  score,  this  is  a  duty  which  is  soon 
done. 

He  accompanies  the  medical  officer  in  his  visit  to  the 
wards,  but  as  there  are  never  more  than  a  dozen  or  so  in 
hospital  his  clinical  duties  are  not  heavy.  Unlike  the 
assistant-surgeon,  he  is  not  obliged  to  dispense  all  medicines 
himself,  but  is  assisted  by  a  compounder,  who,  like  the  rest 
of  the  native-hospital  staff,  is  merely  a  camp-follower.  In 
addition  to  the  dispenser  he  has  the  assistance  of  a  couple 
of  ward-servants,  a  bhistie  or  water-carrier,  a  cook,  and  a 
sweeper.  These  are  all  men  who  accompany  the  regiment 
wherever  it  goes,  and  may  eventually,  after  twenty-five 
years  of  service,  attain  to  a  pension  of  Rs.5  a  month 
,(5s.  8(i.),  but  they  are  not  soldiers  like  the  men  of  the 
Indian  Army  Hospital  Corps,  and  wear  no  uniform. 

Dhoolie-beakeks. 

Neither  these  men  nor  the  A.H.C.  are  competent  to  carry 

■  sick  or  wounded  men.  The  duty  of  carrying  either  sick  men 

■  in  dhoolies,  or  lazy  ones  in  a  variety  of  palanquin,  has  been 
performed  from  time  immemorial  in  India  by  a  class  of  men 

■  called  kahars,  and  in  the  Great  Peninsula  the  difficulty  of 
an  immense  population  has  been  solved  by  allocating  one 
solitary  kind  of  work  to  special  sects  until  their  particular 

.  variety  of  labour  has  become  part  and  parcel  of  each  sect's 
religion.  It  is  so  with  the  kahars  or  dhoolie-bearers.  Their 
craft  is  a  poorly  paid  and  very  laborious  one,but  they  stick 
to  it  as  it  was  the  trade  of  their  forefathers,  and  is  now 
almost  part  of  the  vague  type  of  religion  they  profess.  In 
India  the  son  usually  follows  the  trade  of  his  father,  and 
rarely  dreams  of  carving  out  a  new  career  for  himself.  Six 
kahars  are  required  to  carry  each  dhoolie  or  native 
stretcher,  and  one  of  these  kahar  squads  is  attached  to  each 
native  hospital  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  bedridden 
patients  ~  from  the  lines  to  hospital,  ■  &c.    A  large  hospital 

.  for  British  troops  has  several  of  these  dhoolies. 

The  Dispensary. 

■The  pharmacy  of  a  native  regimental  hospital  is  a  small 
edition  of  that  of  a  British  hospital,  and  presents  the  same 
locked-up  almirahs  and  absence  of  shelves.    The  supply  of 

•  drugs  is  not  nearly  so  good  as  in  station-hospitals,  whilst 
the  supply  of  instruments  and  surgical  dressings  is  meagre 
in  the  extreme.  If  the  doctor  wants  a  remedy  not  allowed 
according  to  the  "  Scale  of  Drugs,"  he  must  either  purchase 
it  himself  or  induce  the  colonel  to  obtain  it  out  of  some 
regimental  fund. 

The  hospital  assistant  has,  in  addition  to  his  pharma- 
ceutical duties,  to  take  charge  of  the  supply  of  stimu- 
lants for  the  hospital.    In  British  hospitals  this  duty  is 

'.lierformed  by  native  officials  of  the  Supply  and  Transport 
Corps,  who  are  attached  to  the  hospitals  to  look  after  their 
comriiissariat  generally. 

J  After  the  scrupulous  cleanliness  and  regular  arrangement 
of  a  British  hospital  a  native  hospital  presents  a  singularly 

J  y"^*;'^7  ajrpearance.    The  patients  are  provided  with  neither 

I  r^'i'G eating-utensils.  They  are  given  beds  and 


medicines  only,  but  the  medical  officer  may,  at  his  dis- 
cretion, give  stimulants  and  special  articles  of  diet  to  severe 
cases  of  illness.  Each  patient  therefore  squats  on  his  bed 
huddled  up  in  the  resais  or  padded  quilts,  which  are  used 
almost  exclusively  as  bedding  by  the  natives  of  India. 
Each  individual's  cooking-utensils  and  drinking-vessels  are 
kept  alongside  his  bed.  The  appearance  of  a  ward  under 
such  conditions  is  better  imagined  than  described. 

The  patients  are  very  amenable  to  discipline,  and,  con- 
sidering the  difficulties  he  has  to  contend  with,  the  hospital 
assistant  keeps  his  hospital  wonderfully  clean,  and  he 

[  certainly  compounds  the  doctor's  prescriptions  accurately 
and  sees  to  their  administration  fairly  efficiently.  He  is 
styled  "  doctor  babu  "  by  the  men  of  the  regiment,  and  if 
an  intelligent  man  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  and  accorded 
a  position  of  honour  in  his  corps. 

Hospital  assistants  suffer  from  the  same  lack  of 
"failures"  which  I  have  referred  to  with  regard  to  the 

'  assistant-surgeons'  branch.  There  is,  apparently,  no  whole- 
sale weeding-out  of  wasters,  as  all  who  go  to  college  event- 
ually graduate  as  native  apothecaries,  and  the  result  is  that 
all  shades  of  efficiency  are  met  with.  Some  hospital  assist- 
ants are  really  smart  fellows,  knowing  their  work  better 
than  the  average  Minor  man,  whereas  others  could  not 
obtain  the  assistants'  qualification  of  the  Hall. 

The  hospital  assistant  holds  the  same  rank  in  the  Native 
Army  as  the  assistant-surgeon  does  in  the  British — that  is, 
he  is  a  warrant  officer.  He  wears  a  neat  uniform  and  a 
sword  similarly  to  his  Eurasian  confrere. 

Emoluments  and  Prospects. 

Hospital  assistants  are  divided  into  four  grades,  with 
salaries  ranging  from  Ils.20  to  Rs.80  (11.  6s.  Qd.  to 
5Z.  6s.  8fZ.  sterling)  per  mensem.  After  at  least  twenty-five 
years'  service  a  few  selected  men  are  admitted  to  the  ranks 
of  "  jemadar"  and  "  sabadar  "  grades,  which  correspond  to 
lieutenant  and  captain  in  the  British  Army.  These  com- 
missioned men  receive  the  equivalent  of  about  IQQl.  a  year 
— a  sum  which  goes  a  long  way  in  native  circles  in  India. 
Pensions  ranging  from  121.  to  30^.  a  year  are  obtainable 
after  fifteen  to  thirty  years'  service.  On  retirement  assist- 
ant-surgeons generally  open  "medical  halls"  in  either  a 
cantonment  where  they  are  known,  or  some  hill  station ; 
but  they  are  rarely  very  successful,  as  the  cream  of  this 
sort  of  work  is  done  by  English  chemists  who  have  settled 
in  India.  Hospital  assistants  do  better,  as  they  start  as 
doctors  and  chemists  in  the  native  bazaars,  where  there  is 
a  wide  scope  for  counter-prescribing.  They  write  them- 
selves very  large — "  Doctor  Cham  Ram  &  Co.,  chemists  and 
apothecaries " — and  as  they  know  how  minor  ailments 
should  be  treated,  they  often  make  a  lot  of  money.  I  know 
one  retired  native  pharmacist  who  has  a  fine  well-stocked 
chemist's  shop  in  a  certain  bazaar,  and  does  an  enormous 
practice  as  a  doctor  as  well.  His  fees  are  only  the  equiva- 
lent of  a  shilling  or  so,  but  he  is  now  a  rich  man.  He  even 
attends  the  poorer  class  of  Europeans,  and  has  a  great 
vogue  amongst  sergeants'  wives  and  people  of  that  ilk. 

I  think  from  the  foregoing  your  readers  will  be  able  to 
gather  that  on  the  whole  the  profession  of  military  phar- 
macist in  India  offers  an  excellent  career  for  both  young 
members  of  the  domiciled  European  community  in  that 
country  and  intelligent  native  youths.  Both  get  a  cheap 
education,  steady  employment,  and  a  pension,  with  the 
prospect  of  attaining  to  a  marketable  value  in  civil  life 
which  no  other  Government  department  confers. 


,  Chemists  occupy  the  position  of  Medical  Adviser  to  so 
many  of  their  customers,  that  a  personal  letter  from  a 
chemist  is  always  sure  to  meet  with  a  ready  response  in 
the  form  of  business,  says  a  typewriter  firm.  Suppose  in- 
fluenza, whooping-cough,  measles,  or  any  kind  of  ailment 
is  prevalent  in  your  district.  Very  well,  you  have  a  prepara- 

I  tion  which  has  won  a  certain  degree  of  success  in  combat- 
ing that  particular  ailment.  See  what  a  leverage  a  letter, 
telling  of  the  success  of  that  remedy,  would  have  in  induc- 
ing people  to  come  and  buy  it.  And  see,  too,  how  many 
other  articles  could  be  incidentally  referred  to  in  that  letter. 
Every  season  brings  its  ailments,  and  consequently  there  is 
always  matter  for  a  good  telling  letter.  Why  not  make  good 
use  of,  it  and  create,  by  suggestion,  the  demand  for  the 

I  remedy  or  remedies  of  the  season  ? 
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Zbc  abvantaocs  of  Bniber  Glass* 

By  V.  A.  Upsher  Smith, 


THE  following  are  the  detailed  notes  on  the  effect  of 
light  on  various  medicinal  compounds  which  were 
'  given  in  Mr.  Upsher  Smith's  paper  before  the  >Sheffield 
Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society  on  April  20,  and  to 
.  which  reference  was  made  in  the  C.  iL-  D.,  page  647  : 

Acidum  CarboUcum  and  its  Preparations. — The  purest 
grades  of  Calvert's  acid  are  usually  put  up  in  amber-tinted 
bottles.  The  B.P.  states  that  "exposed  to  moist  air  car- 
bolic acid  may  acquire  a  pinkish  tinge."  It  is  a  compound 
liable  to  chemical  change  in  darkness  and  therefore  more 
liable  to  change  when  exposed  to  white  light. 

Acidum  Hydriodicum. — Tliough  not  official,  this  prepara- 
tion may  be  mentioned  as  stating  a  case  for  the  more 
careful  preservation  of  hydrobromic  acid.    Hydriodic  acid 
exposed  to  sunlight  for  one  month  at  ordinary  temperatures  i 
is  decomposed  to  the  extent  of  80  per  cent.  j 

Acidum  Hydrochloricum . — Though  not  coming  under  the  1 
subject  of  decomposition  by  light,  it  is  worth  mentioning  [ 
that  for  storing  this  acid  dark-blue  bottles  are  found  to  bo  I 
the  best,  and  white  and  green  bottles  the  worst,  owing  to 
the   danger  of  arsenical  contamination   from   white  and 
green  bottles.    Amber  glass,  being  free  from  lead,  is  also 
suitable. 

Acidum   Hydrocyanicxim   Dilutuvi. — The    Pharmacopoeia  , 
directs    this    preparation    to    be    "  stored    in    a    dark  | 
place,     in    small    stoppered    bottles    of    amber-coloured  | 
glass ;     the    bottles    being    tied    over    with  impervious 
tissue     and     the     bottles     inverted" — directions  which 
might    with    advantage    be    applied    to    the  preserva- 
tion of  all  liquid  medicinal  preparations  liable  to  chemi- 
cal change.    The  tendency  of  an  aqueous  solution  of  hydro- 
cyanic acid  to  change  into  ammonium  formate  is  by  this 
method  of  storing  checked  in  every  possible  way.  i 

Acidum  Nitricuni  is  less  prone  to  decomposition  when 
kept  in  well-filled  amber  bottles. 

uS^ther  and  its  Preparations. — The  tendency  of  ether  to  [ 
produce  hydrogen  peroxide  would  no  doubt  be  retarded  by 
inhibiting:  white  light.  It  has  been  suggested  that  a  globule  i 
of  metallic  mercury  placed  in  a  bottle  of  ether  would  keep 
it  free  from  hydrogen  peroxide.  The  precautions  as  to 
preservation  given  in  the  B.P.  under  Acidum  Hydrocyani- 
cum  Dilutum  are  also  applicable  here. 

Amygdala  and  their  Prep>arations  are  included  in  the  list  | 
partly  owing  to  the  presence  of  fat  liable  to  become  rancid, 
and  partly  owing  to  the  rapid  decomposition  of  powdered 
almonds  if  at  all  damp.      Almonds  should,  however,  be 
freshly  powdered,  and  not  stored  for  any  length  of  time. 

Amy]  N itris.-~1\\e  official  directions  for  preserving  prus- 
sic  acid  are  quite  as  necessary  in  this  case.      It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  next  Pharmacopeia  will  in  other  important  | 
cases,  such  as  this,  give  particular  directions  to  ensure  the 
careful  preservation  of  potent  drugs. 

Aniline   acquires  a  dark  colour  when  exposed  to  the 
action  of  white  light. 

Arfjenti  Xitras  and  its  Preparations,  as  well  as  all  gold 
and  silver  salts,  should  be  preserved  in  amber  bottles. 

Arsenii  lodidum  is  an  unstable  compound.      It  is  very 
important  to  prevent  decomposition  as  far  as  possible. 

Carhonis   Bisulphidum   acquires   a    yellowish   colour  by 
keeping. 

Chloroformuni  "  should  be  kept  cool  and  in  a  dark  place," 
according  to  official  directions.  Not  only  sunlight  and 
ordinary  diffused  white  light,  but  gaslight  and  other  arti- 
ficial lights  prejudicially  affect  chloroform,  carbonyl 
chloride  and  hydrochloric  acid  resulting.  Madsen  recently 
stated  that  white  glass  protects  chloroform  less  than  red  and 
yellow  glass. 

Crcosotum  acquires  a  yellowish  to    reddish    colour  on 
keeping. 

Ergota,  as  containing  a  fixed  oil,  is  included  in  the  list 
of  substances  affected  by  light,  though  ergot  shovild  not 
be  kept  longer  than  a  year.  The  Pharmacopoeia  states 
that  ergot  "  is  liable  to  deteriorate  by  keening  and  by 
exposure  to  damp."  The  hollow  stopper  of  the  containing 
vessel  should  be  filled  with  quicklime  and  the  constricted 
neck  plugged  with  coiiton  wool,  to  prevent  access  of  i 
moisture.  j 

Filix  Mas  and  Eitractum  Pilicis  Liquidum . — Male  fern 
is  another  drug  that  should  not  be  kept  more  than  a  year,  ' 
owing  to  the  conversion  of  the  active  filicic  acid  into 
amorphous  inactive  filicin,  the  anhydride  of  the  acid.  When 
the  internal  bases  of  the  petioles  are  no  longer  green  the 
drug  is  unfit  for  use.  The  liquid  extract,  on  keeping,  is 
prone  to  change,  but  it  is  not  kno\ni  whether  the  change 
is  due  to  the  action  of  light  or  other  causes.  It  is  desirable 
that  care  be  taken  that  the^e  and  similar  medicaments  ' 


prone  to  chemical  change  should  be  protected  from  the 
action  of  white  light. 

Hydrarrj  yri  Pcrcldoridum. — Miller,  experimenting  with 
an  aqueous  solution  containing  mercuric  chloride  and 
oxalic  acid,  found  that  black,  red,  orange,  and  dark 
yellowish-brown  bottles  were  most  efficient  in  preventing 
reduction;  that  brownish-yellow,  pure  dark-green  and 
dark  brownish-green  protected  well ;  but  that  bluish-green, 
blue,  or  white  aft'orded  little  or  no  protection. 

Injectio  Morphince  Hypodermica  and  other  Prepara- 
tions of  Morphine. — It  is  usual  to  wrap  vessels  containing 
morphine  salts  in  solution  in  ruby  or  yellow  paper  to 
exclude  the  actinic  rays  of  solar  light. 

I odoformurn,  in  alcoholic  solution,  is  decomposed  by  light, 
iodine  and  methyline  iodide  being  produced.  Oxalic  acid 
accelerates  this  decomposition.  Iodoform  is  very  prone  to 
decomposition  with  formation  of  free  iodine.  It  is  a  good 
practice  to  exclude  iodoform  preparations  as  far  as  possible 
from  light. 

ledum  and  its  Preparations. — A  well-known  method  of 
producing  decolourised  iodine  consists  in  adding  solution 
of  ammonia  and  exposing  to  a  bright  light.  This  forms  an 
excellent  illustration  of  the  potency  of  solar  light  in  pro- 
moting or  accelerating  chemical  change. 

Liquor  Ammonii  Citratis,  Liquor  Ammonii  Acetatis,  and 
other  solutions  that  dissolve  lead  should  be  stored  in 
amber  glass. 

Liquor  Calcis  Chlorinatce  is  an  unstable  solution  of  avail- 
able chlorine,  and  requires  protection  from  solar  light. 

lAquor  Ethyl  Nitritis. — The  loss  of  strength  on  keeping 
this  preparation  has  been  referred  to  bv  Barclay  ("  P.J.," 
1899,  II.,  615)  and  Harvey  (C.  &  D.,  1901,  I.,  833).  It  is 
most  important  to  store  this  preparation  in  small,  full 
amber  bottles,  in  a  cool  place. 

Liquor  Hydrogenii  Peroxidi. — Many  methods  have  been 
devised  and  practised  for  preserving  this  unstable  solution. 
Madsen  has  shown  that  orange  glass  preserves  it  best,  red 
glass  is  next  in  order,  whilst  white  glass  is  the  worst.  If 
orange  or  amber  glass  would  preserve  this  solution  without 
the  addition  of  an  acid  it  would  be  far  preferable. 

Liquor  Pancreatis,  being  an  animal  extract,  is  prone  to 
decompose.  Doubtless  all  such  preparations  are  best  kept 
in  amber  bottles. 

Fixed  Oils  and  Fats. — These,  as  a  rule,  are  liable  to 
become  rancid.  The  usual  method  of  storage,  in  jars  or 
a  cellar,  naturally  preserves  from  light,  but  it  is  not 
uncommon  to  see  olive  and  almond  oils  exposed  to  bright 
light  in  shop-rounds.  Again,  pomades  containing  fixed  oils 
and  fats  are  usually  put  in  clear  glass  bottles.  In  such 
cases  amber  bottles  not  only  help  to  preserve,  but,  in  addi- 
tion, have  a  nice  appearance.  It  is  only  to  be  expected 
that  the  beautiful  natural  green  tint  of  olive  oil  should 
become  brown  on  exposure  to  light. 

Volatile  Oils. — The  tendency  of  volatile  oils  to  resinify 
and  become  dark  in  colour  is  well  known.  Such  action 
should  be  checked  as  far  as  possible  by  storing  in  arnber 
glass.  Madsen  has  shown  that  in  the  case  of  foeniculi 
fructus  orange  glass  preserves  the  odour  better  than  red 
or  white  glass.  This  states  a  good  case  for  the  storage  of 
all  volatile  oils  in  amber  glass. 

Oleum  Morrhtm  requires  the  most  careful  preservation 
from  heat  and  light. 

Phospihorus  and.  its  Preparations  require  preservation  not 
only  from  air,  but  from  light,  which  produces  the  amor- 
phous variety. 

Potassii  lodidum.  after  standing  for  a_  time  in  a  bottle, 
frequently  not  only  smells  strongly  of  iodine,  but  shows 
the  presence  of  free  iodine. 

Pulvis  OlycyrrhizcE  Compositus  is  an  example  of  an 
aromatic  powder.  The  damaging  effect  of  light  may  often 
be  seen  in  a  bottle  of  compound  liquoric  powder,  the 
portion  facing  the  light  being  distinctly  bleached. 

Santoninum  turns  yellow  on  exposure_  to  light,  probably 
owing  to  the  formation  of  photo-santonio  acid,  which  is  a 
yellow  substance.  Amber  glass  should  be  used  to  prevent 
this  change. 

Spiritus  JEtheris  Nitrosi  is  officially  directed  to  be  pre- 
served in  well-closed  vessels,  preferably  in  a  cool  dark 
place  and  in  small  bottles.  There  is  no  preparation  which 
requires  amber  glass  and  full  bottles  more  than  this. 

Sulphuris  lodidum. — This  loose  combination  of  sulphur 
and  iodine  requires  better  protection  from  solar  light  than 
white  glass  affords. 

Syrupus  Ferri  Phosphatis  cum-  Quinind  et  Strychnind 
deposits  ferric  phosphate  on  standing,  and  the  use  of  amber 
glass  for  preparations  of  quinine  would  be  beneficial. 

Tinctura  Ferri  Perchlnridi. — An  alcoholic  solution  of 
ferric  chloride  exposed  for  a -few  minutes  to  sunlight  is 
partially  reduced  to  the  ferrous  state. 


The  Phodtjction  of  Quicksilver  in  Russia  amounted..in 
1903  to  3,620  quintals,  against  4,160  quintals  in  1902,  ; 
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Sweet-pea  Blossoms,   the   well-known  "  Zenobia  per- 
■  fume '  made   by    Mr.    W.    F.    Charles,  Loughborough, 
Leicestershire,  and  supplied  to  her  Majesty  Queen  Alex- 
andra, occurs  in  the  Buyers'  Guide  of  our  Diary,  page  221, 
as  being  advertised  on  page  576.    ■  We  would  be  glad  if 
,  subscribers  would  alter  this  to  page  516. 

A  Poster  Exhibition.— At  the  Bruton  Galleries,  Bruton 
Street,  W.,  Messrs.'.  Spottiswoode  &  Co.  (Limited)  have 
a  most  attractive,  exhibition  of  artistic  posters  and  business 
advertising  designs,  including  work  by  such  artists .  as  i 
John   Hassell,    Charles   Pears,    Cecil  Arden.  and  Tom 
Browne.    The  reproductions  are  also  exhibited,  and  they  I 
show  how  faithfully  Messrs.  Spottiswoode  reproduce  the  j 
originals.  '  I 

"  Illustrations  of  Tooth-brushes"  is  the  title  which  i 
Messrs.  _G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons  (Limited),  Farringdon  Road, 
E.G.,  give  to  a  catalogue  in  modern  style  of  their  manu- 
factures in  this  important  department  of  brush-ware.  Any 
of  our  subscribers  who  have  not  seen  a  copy  should  get 
one  by  applying  to  the  firm,  as  it  will  not  only  show  them 
prices  and  finish,  but  will  give  them  points  as  to  styles  in 
which  they  may  specialise  as  regards  their  "own"  brand. 

New  Enules. — Our  subscribers  are  probably  aware  that 
"Enule"  is  the  name  given  by  Messrs.  Burroughs  Well- 
come  &  Co.  to  the  suppository  shaped 
like  this,  and  enclosed  in  a  pure  tin 
sheath.  The  firm's  latest  productions 
in  this  class  of  preparations  are  an  enule  of  quassin,  ^  gr., 
for  use  as  an  anthelmintic,  and  "soap  compound,"  each 
conaining  curd  soap,  7  gr.,  and  dried  sulphate  of  sodium, 
7  gr.,  this  being  an  effective  eva.cuant  in  cases  of  obsti- 
nate constipation  which  cannot  be  expeditiously  treated 
per  OS.    Both  enules  aire  efficiently  packed  for  exportation. 

At  the  International  Printing,  Stationery,  and 
Allied  Trades  Exhibition,'  to  be  held  in  the  Royal  Agri- 
cultural Hall,  April  ,30  to'May  14,  the  latest  up-to-date 
duplicating-machLne,  "  The  Zygad  "  rotary  duplicator,  will 
be  on  view.  This  machine  is  made  on  the  lines  of  a  print- 
ing-machine, and  possesses  many  salient  features  which 
differentiate  it  from  all  other  rotary  duplicators.  It  will 
be  exhibited  in  operation  by  The  Cyclos'tyje  Companv,  of 
34  Snow  Hill,  E.G.  '  ■  /     ■  ,  ^ 

"The  Camera  House  Journal"  is  the  title  of  a  new 
monthly  for  photographic  dealers  which  Messrs.  W. 
Butcher  &  Sons,  Camera  House,  Farringdon  Avenue,  E.G., 
are  bringing  out.  Among  the  new  things  noted  is  the  fact 
that  carriage  is  in  future  to  be  paid  on  photographic  orders 
above  5s.  for  London  and  20.s'.  and  5;.  for  the  country.  A 
"King's  Bounty"  competition,  ,  for  dealers  only,  is  an- 
nounced in  this  month's  issue  of  the  "Journal." 

P.A.T.A.  Additions.— During  April  the  following 
additions  have  been  made  to  the  P.A.T.A.  protected  list  : 
Blyton  Astley's  "x.t.e."  Health  Salt,  Cook's  193c  Series 
Toilet  Soaps,  Dr.  E.  L.  Graves'  tooth-powder,  Licoricine, 
Loubet  Freres'  Sweetpea  Blossom,  Maltova  (larger  sizes), 
Meggeson's  original  delectable  lozenges.  Dr.  Stednian's 
teething  and  worm  powders,  cough-tincture,  and  "  Mater- 
familias"  pills,  Stedman-Phillips'  tonic  drops,  "  Ui  icura  " 
ointment,  and  "Varox." 

F.  J._  Stokes  Machine  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  are  well 
known  in  the  United  States  as  designers  and  builders  of 
pharrnaceutical  machinery  of  all  kinds,  including  tablet- 
machines.  They  propose  in  a  series  of  monthly  announce- 
ments in  The  Chemist  a-nd  Druggist  to  show  our  sub- 
scribers different  kinds  of  apparatus,  covering  machinery 
for  making  pills,  tablets,  lozenges,  capsules,  suppositories, 
tinctures,  extracts,  &c.  They  expect  soon  to  have  some 
of  their  machinery  on  exhibition  in  London.  In  the 
meantime  they  will  give  fuller  particulars  to  all  who  write 
to  them. 

"  Mineral  Waters  and  their  Uses." — A  propos  of  the 
article  on  "Syphon-medication"  which  appeared  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  of  April  9  (page  585),  Messrs. 
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Bratby  &  Hinchliffe  (Limited) ,  of  Sandford  Street,  Ancoats,. 
Manchester,  direct  attention  to  their  booklet  with  the  title- 
given  at  the  beginning  of  this  paragraph.  The  booklet 
is  nicely  got  up,  contains  much  valuable  and  business- 
producing  information,  and  copies  will  be  sent  to  our  sub- 
scribers on  application.  The  booklet  is  also  supplied  to 
the  firm's  customers,  with  the  name  and  address  of  the 
retailer  printed  on  the  cover,  for  distribution. 

ANTiSEPTiq.  Cream. — Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son^ 
Charlotte  Street,  Londonj  E.C.,  have  submitted  to  us  & 
sample  of  their  new  package  ,  ;  ,. 

for  antiseptic  crefim  for  the 
colonial  and  export  trade. 
Many  of  our  colonial  sub- 
scribers handle  this  pro- 
duct, for  it  has  a  steady 
sale  and  is  much  appreci- 
ated. The  firm  are  now 
putting  it  up  in  improved 
enamelled  collapsible  tubes, 
and  the  carton  is  of  novel 
design,  as  shown  by  the 
illustration.  The  letter- 
press on  the  carton  is 
printed  in  crimson,  and  the 
decoration  in  lavender,  both 
print  and  decoration  being 
partly  executed  in  relief. 
The  cream  is  packed  in 
such  a  manner  that  it  can 
cross  ,  the  line  with  the 
assurance  that  when  it 
reaches  its  destination  it 
will  be  as  fresh  in  appear- 
ance as  when  it  leaves  Char- 
lotte Street.  This  is  a 
problem  that  the  firm  set 
themselves  to  solve,  and,  as 
far  as  we  can  judge,  they 
have  succeeded.  i 

"Ivradent"  Antiseptic  Tooth-paste. — -This  prepara- 
tion has  just  been  put  upon  the  market  by  Messrs.  Andrew 
Tulloch  &  Co.,  of  Sidcup,  who,  as  metallurgical  chemists 
and  manufacturers  of  dental  alloy,  have  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  consulting  with  a  number  of  leading  dentaS 
practitioners  in  regard  to  tooth-powder  requirements,  and 
the  result  is  presented  in  this  attractively  put-up  powder. 
It  is  a  saponaceous  powder,  antacid  in  character,  an(J 
contains,  besides  aromatics  and  approved  antiseptics,  in- 
gredients which  dentists  now  recognise  as  essential  for 
those  who  suffer  from  spongy  and  inflamed  gums.  The 
design  on  the  label  is  taken  from  an  ancient  Japanese 
kimono.  It  is  introduced  in  rather  a  novel  manner. 
Messrs.  Tulloch  supply  dentists  with  books  of  prescrip- 
tions. One  of  these  is  given  to  the  patient,  with  directions 
to  take  it  to  any  chemist ;  consequently  the  firm  are  not 
asking  chemists  to  push  the  powder,  but  simply  to  supply 
it  on  these  prescriptions.  The  trade  price  is  18s.  per 
dozen,  and  it  is  retailed  at  2s.  a  bottle. 

Enlarged  Feeders. — A  larger  size  of  the  "Universal" 
feeding-bottle  has  been  introduced  by  Messrs.  S.  Maw, 
Son  &  Sons,  of  Aldersgate  Street,  E.G.     The  new  bottle 


(illustrated  herewith)  is  graduated  on  one  side  to  12  oz., 
and  on  the  other  side  to  twenty-four  tablespoonfuls.  This 
will  be  found  convenient  for  hearty  babies  for  whom  the 
normal  amount  of  food  is  insufficient,  and  it  has  other 
conveniences  for  those  who  administer  the  food.  The 
large-size  bottle  costs  lis.  per  dozen  and  retails  at  Is.  6d. 
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®ur  Zom\  ^Traveller. 


The  buoyancy  of  spring  has  infected  the  staid  sobriety 
of  Business,  and  business-men  are  "chirpy."  Of  course, 
"things  are  not  what  they  ought  to  be,"  but  a  distinctly 
better  feeling  is  prevalent  and  pessimists  are  scarce. 
Preparations  for  the  summer  campaign  among  wholesalers 
are  en  regie,  and  retail-shop  windows  in  the  metropolis 
are  developing  a  summery  aspect. 

Among  those  who  have  faith  in  the  future  are 

Messrs.  Yardley  &  Co.  (Limited), 

the  soap  and  perfume  makers.  The  products  of  this  firm 
have  been  in  existence  since  1770.  Recently  their  premises 
in  Ridgmount  Street,  Tottenham  Court  Road,  W.,  had 
become  so  restricted  that  they  were  compelled  to  search 
for  pastures  new.  These  they  discovered  at  Carpenters' 
Road,  Stratford,  E.,  and  having  acquired  an  acre  or  so 
of  them  on  the  banks  of  a  clear-flowing  [mirabile  dictu !) 
canal,  proceeded  to  build  a  new  factory.  The  building 
having  been  erected  (the  accompanying  engraving  shows 


the  back  view,  bordering  on  the  canal),  I  hastened  to 
inspect  it.  Mr.  Mogford,  the  secretary  of  the  company, 
with  much  courtesy  guided  me  from  the  caretaker's  natty 
flat  at  the  entrance,  to  the  depths  of  the  boiler-house  and 
the  edge  of  the  canal.  I  noted  in  my  journey  the  spacious 
yard  and  packing-room,  the  roomy  coachhouse  and  lordly 
stables.  The  stockrooms,  boxing-rooms,  engine-room, 
store  for  milled  soaps,  milling-rooms,  glycerin-plant,  soap- 
boilers, setting  tanks,  showrooms,  perfumery-department, 
laboratory  and  offices  were  all  visited  and  approved.  Dis- 
tinguishing features  throughout  are  the  strict  cleanliness, 
the  profusion  of  light  (from  top  and  sides),  and  the 
machinery.  The  electricity  for  lighting  and  power  is 
generated  on  the  premises,  and  the  machinery  is  all  new 
and  of  the  very  latest  designs.  In  the  milling-room  there 
is  a  most  elaborate  drying-machine  which  takes  the  melted 
and  liquid  soap  in  at  one  end  and  puts  it  out  at  the  other 
«nd  of  the  proper  consistence  and  homogeneity  for  milling. 
The  process  from  end  to  end  takes  about  twenty  minutes, 
and  this  machine  is  capable  of  turning  out  a  ton  of 
milled  soap  a  day.  There  are  two  other  machines  in  the 
same  room  for  ensuring  the  absolute  homogeneity  which  is 
the  attribute  of  the  perfect  soap.  One  machine,  a  mixer 
for  scents  and  colours,  has  a  peculiar  fanlike  grinder  in- 
ternally which  gives  good  results  ;  but  the  most  ingenious, 
to  my  mind,  was  another  mixer  in  which  the  shredded 
soap,  after  being  milled,  is  put  through  four  successive 
processes,  and  Bibsolute  admixture  of  perfume  or  colour 
appears  to  be  attained.  The  soap  in  this  machine  is  passed 
from  one  roller  to  another,  and  in  each  case  a  different 
sized  "ribbon"  is  produced.  Messrs.  Yardley  &  Co.  still 
make  a  speciality  of  the  old-fashioned  re-melted  soaps  by 
which  they  made  their  name.  Re-melted  soaps  are  un- 
doubtedly the  best,  but  nowadays  a  fine  milling  and  a 
brilliant  polish  are  what  the  public  demand  in  toilet- 


soaps.  One  boiler,  however,  is  kept  going  all  the  year 
round  making  re-melted  oatmeal  soap,  and  I  saw  two 
others  in  operation  with  different  varieties  of  re-melt. 
The  directors  have  wisely  provided  room  for  extension 
of  the  buildings  when  necessary.  In  the  perfumery- 
department,  over  the  main  offices,  I  saw  girls  labelling 
some  nice  new  sixpenny  and  shilling  lines  in  perfumes 
with  dainty  labels  and  in  uncommon  bottles  that  ought 
to  go  well  this  season.  Pomades  were  being  put  up  in 
considerable  quantity,  and  I  noted  in  passing  a  large 
order  of  soaps  and  perfumes  ready  to  be  packed  for 
Japan.  The  war  has  no  effect,  apparently,  on  the  demand 
for  the  soaps  and  perfumes  of  peace.  The  latest  in  soaps 
is  the  "Gala"  series  of  amber  violet  perfumes.  These 
are  in  course  of  evolution,  and  will  be  on  the  market  in  a 
week  or  two.  I  saw  the  "proofs"  and  am  persuaded 
that  they  will  catch  on.  The  series  comprises  wallflower, 
lily,  and  white  rose.  Two  very  fine  lines  in  cheap  soaps 
are  square  trebly-milled  tablets,  one  dozen  in  a  box, 
costing  16s.  bd.  per  gross  to  the  retailer.  Smaller  tablets, 
,  oval  in  shape,  cost  15s.  per  gross.  In  "Savon  Violettes 
I  de  Parme"  (three  tablets  in  a  box  for  Is.,  retail)  the 
I  size  of  the  tablet  has  been  increased. 

ClNEM.4T0GRAPH  PlONEERS. 

My  town  ti'aveller  visits  initiate  me  into  many  inter- 
esting developments  of  modern  science,  but  I  do  not 
I  think  I  have  ever  spent  a  more  pleasurable  morning  than 
I  did  on  Wednesday,  when  my  call  was  on  Messrs.  L. 
i  Gaumont  &  Co.,  25  Cecil  Court,  Charing  Cross  Road, 
'  W.C.      It  is  here  that  the  newest  in  chrono-projection 


I  and  cinematograph-films  is  turned  out.  Mr.  A.  C.  Brom- 
head,  the  manager,  took  me  into  the  projection-saloon 

j  and  with  an  electric  lantern  showed  me  the  latest  films 
his  firm  are  issuing.  Thus  we  went  from  grave  to  gay  as 
the  films  were  changed.  I  ought  here  to  mention  that  the 
list  of  Elge  films  grows  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  to  twenty 
a  month,  and  that  a  list  giving  the  additions  is  issued 
each  month.  The  films  I  saw  are  to  be  included  in  the 
next  list.  Messrs.  Gaumont  are,  I  think,  the  only  firm 
who  make  both  films  and  the  apparatus  for  taking  the 
negative  and  projecting  the  finished  positive.    There  is 

I  an  army  of  photographers  always  employed  at  work, 
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which  is  not  without  its  risks.  Last  week,  f6r  instance, 
two  of  the  firm's  photographers  ■  were  summoned  to  a 
London  police  court  for  obstruction  whilst  photographing 
a  certaLn  function.  "We  were  fined,"  said  Mr.  Brom- 
head,  "but  manag'ed  to  ;secure  an  excellent  negatiV'e,  the 
police  inspector  in  the  foreground  contributing  desirable 
variety  to  the  subject."  The  illustration  shows  the 
"Professional  Chrono  Outfit"'  f6r  projection-purpeses. 
The  "  Chrono "  ,  camera  for  taking-  the  negative  is  still 
further  improved  this  season,  whilst  the  chronophoro  cr 
talking  anintated  pictures,  which  are  on  the  point  of  intro- 
duction to  the  public,  are  likely  to  take  the  town  by 
storm.  Photographic  chemists  should  see  that  they 
receive  the  monthly  lists  and  are  thus  au  courant  with 
the  latest  development  in  the  science  of  projection. 

It  is  not  often  that  a  Colonial  proprietary  article  reaches 
the  Mother  Country  unheralded,  but  "  from  information 
received  "  I  discovered  the  other  day  that 

An  Axtstralian  Jujube 
had  reached  London,  the  Antipodes  having  grown  too  small 
for  it.  "  Eumenthol  Jujubes  "  are  made  by  Mr.  C.  Hudson,  , 
a  Queensland  retail  chemist,  and  they  have  acquired  so  i 
favourable  a  reputation  in  Australasia  that  the  United  King- 
dom is  now  to  be  conquered.  The  sole  agency  for  the  King- 
dom has  been  obtained  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Pasmore,  chemist,, 
320  Regent  Street.  W.,  and  it  was  in  Mr.  Pasmore's  sanctum 
recently  that  I  s^ampled  the  product  bf  our  Australian  cq;(- 
frere.  The  jujubes  are  put  up  in  nicely  decorated  tins  to 
retail  at  Is.  6c/.  each.  They  are  pleasant  to  the  taste,  are 
sititable  for  old  and  young,  and  their  germicidal  proper- 
ties are  said  to  be  considerable.      Mr.  Pasmore  showed 
me  a  certificate  from  Mr.  W.  A.  Dixon,  of  Dixon  &  Byrn, 
public  analysts,  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  stating  that  the  jujubes 
are  bacteria-destroyers  of  considerable  value.      Mr.  Pas- 
more is  introducing  the  jujubes  amongst  medical  men, 
several  of  whom  report  favourable  results  in  throat  and  } 
chest  affections.     "Eumenthol"  is  a  registered  mark,  and  I 
the  properties  of  the  jujubes  are  due  to  a  specially  pre-  i 
pared  eucalyptus,  discovered  by  Mr.  Hudson.  ; 

The  paper  read  by  Mr.  F.  Upsher  Smith  at  the  Shef-  : 
field  Pharmaceutical  and   Chemical  Society  \C .   Jc  D., 
April  23,  page  647,  and  page  693  of  this  issue)  on 

Amber  Glass  '  , 

interested  me  considerably.  ,  The  opinion  appears  to  be 
prevalent  in  the  trade  that  'the  making  of  amber-glass 
ware  is  the  metier  of  the  foreigner — American^,  German, 
French,  Bohemian,  or  other.  This  I  have  f oilnd  to  be  i 
a  great  mistake.  For  in  the  vicinity  of  Dalstori-  Junction 
the  other  day  I  happened  on  the  factory  of  Messrs. 
Lewis  &  Towers,  and  there  I  saw  amber-glass  bottles  in 
the  actual  making.  Moreover,  the  finished  specimens  were 
as  excellent  examples  of  glassware  as  could  be  produced, 
and  the  colom- — and  this  is  the  principal  point— was  a 
true  amber.  Mr.  Upsher  Smith  has  shown  conclusively 
the  preservative  properties  of  amber  glass  in  connection 
with  the  storage  of  drugs  and  chemicals,  and  of  necessity 
it  is  essential  that  first  of  all  the  glass  should  be  amber. 
Mr.  Towers  pointed  out  to  me  the  differences  in  "  amber." 
The  majority  of  the  foreign  "ambers"  vary  from  a  light 
brown  to  a  pale  straw,  and  to  obtain  the  correct  non- 
actinic  properties  it  is  necessary  that  the  glass  should  be 
of  a  reddish-amber  tint  and  always  of  the  same  colour. 
This  the  Dalston  manufacturers  have  attained,  and  large 
wholesale  houses  who  hitherto  bought  from  abroad  now 
find  a  better  article  at  home.  Messrs.  Lewis  &  Towers 
only  do  business  with  wholesalers,  and  their  works  are 
consequently  large.  In  connection  with  the  manufacture 
of  amber  glass  they  now  employ  melting-tanks  in  place  of 
the  usual  crucibles.  These  tanks,  which  hold  an  enormous 
quantity  of  "  metal,"  have  the  heat  playing  over  the  top 
of  the  "metal"  instead  of  round  the  sides  as  is  usual,  and 
the  heat-wave,  when  one  of  the  small  draught-holes  is 
opened,  is  staggering.  I  watched  the  deft  manner  in 
which  the  workmen  made  the ' bottles  (;they  were  making  a 
consignment  of  malt-extract  containers  for  a  well-known 
wholesale  house)  and  particularly  noted  the  excellent 
finish,  the  unvarying  character;  :of  the  colour,  and  the 
pretty  reddish  tdnt  that  is  obtained. 


6ift  ^pple  of  SoutB  Africa. 

By  D.  H.  Davies,  F.R.M.S. 


HE  accompanying  illustration  will  help  to  give  the 
JL  reader  some  idea  of  what  this  apple  is.  The  word 
"gift"  being  the  Dutch  'for  poison,  the  common  name  of. 
this, among  the  Dutch  is  gift  or  poison  apple.  , 

It  has  come  under  my  notice  in  many  districts  of  South 
Africa.  I  therefore  think  It  grows,  .practically  in  every 
part  of  the  country.  It  is  a  small  apple,  weighing  about 
1  oz.  or  1^  oz.  when  fully  matured ;  tufning  first  from 


The  "Gift"  ok  Pcison  Apple. 


green  into  yellow,  then  black,  finally  drying  up  inside, 
leaving  the  outer  shell  perfectly  empty.  The  svirface  thus 
naturally  becomes  quite  bleached  in  the  sun  into  a  grey 
colour,  so  that  in  the  winter,  when  the  plant  is  devoid  of 
its  leaves,  all  that  remains  is' the  dried  shell  of  the  apple, 
which  seldom  falls  off  until  the  autumn.. 

The  plant  grows  quite  indigenously,  and  is  to  be  met 
with  in  the  hedges  and  along  the  roadsides,  being  within 
reach  of  children,  and  frequently  being  the  cause  of  death 
when  inadvertently  eaten,  and  it  strikes  a  new-comer  as 
being  extraordinary  that  no  means  are  taken  to  do  away 
with  it  when  growing  in  the  public  streets  of  small  towns 
and  suburbs.  I  have  been  investigating  this  plant  and  its 
fruit  for  a.  considerable  time,  trying  to  gain  definite  in- 
formation— with  little  result.  It  belongs  to  the  Cucurbi- 
taccce,  and  I  have  now  satisfied  myself  that  it  is  a  species 
of  wild  colocynth.  possessing  a  most  acrid  and  poisonous 
juice,  which,  when  accidentally  squirted  into  the  eye,  has 
been,  known,  to  produce  severe  in'lanunation.  A  common 
neighbour  in  the  hedge  is  wild  stramonium.  The  gift- 
apple  plant  grows  to  a  height  of  from  1  to  3  feet,  but'  iit 
shady  places  and  against  a  support,  such  as  the  end  of  a 
houscf  to  a  height  of  quite  6  feet. 


That  Corky  Taste. — The  fact  that  certain  corks  give  a 
mouldy  and  disagreeable  taste  to  wine  and  other  liquids 
has  long  been  remarked,  and  pharmacists  are  occasionally 
consulted  by  customers  on  this  subject.  It  has  now  been 
proved  that  this  is  due  to  a  fuiigus,  Aspergillus  niger, 
which  attacks  the  bark  of  the  cork-oak.  Dr.  Bordas,  the 
eminent  chemical  expert  Cm  questions  relating  to  wine  and 
beer,  has  just  communicated  to  the  Paris  Academy  of 
Sciences  a  study  on  this  parasite  and  the  best  means  of 
preservation  and  "cure"  of  the  diseased  bark.  Visitors 
to  the  Riviera,  &c.,  will  remember  that  the  cork-oak 
flourishes  in  Southern  France,  and  may  have  noticea  the 
industry  on  the  little  local  railway  line  between  Hyeres 
and  St. -Raphael.  - 
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flDeetino  of  Cbemi6t*®ptician0. 

A MEETING  to  consider  the  advisability  of  forming  a 
Society  of  Chemist-Opticians  was  held  at  the  Holborn 
Viaduct  Hotel,  London,  E.G.,  on  April  25.  About  thirty 
persons  were  present.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Albert 
Cooper  (Kensington),  Mr.  G.  J.  G.  Bunker  (Twickenham) 
was  voted  to  the  chair. 

The  Chairman  said  the  idea  of  the  formation  of  a 
society  to  protect  the  interests  of  chemist-opticians  was 
promulgated  in  the  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  and 
the  letters  which  the  suggestion  called  forth  showed 
that  the  time  is  ripe  for  a  society.  Some  forty  promises  of 
membership  have  been  received,  letters  coming  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  Chairman  then  read 
some  of  the  suggestions  made  in  the  correspondence  re- 
ceived, the  sum  of  the  "objects"  of  the  Society  being 
(1)  to  look  after  chemists'  interests,  (2)  to  promote  the 
education  of  chemists  who  are  opticians,  and  (3)  to  compile 
a  register  of  chemists  engaged  in  the  spectacle-industry.  It 
is  desirable,  added  the  Chairman,  that  friendly  relations 
should  be  established  with  the  bodies  conducting  optical 
examinations,  and  if  the  case  for  the  chemist  is  properly 
placed  there  is  no  doubt  that  certain  concessions  will  be 
obtained.  In  regard  to  the  conditions  of  membership,  the 
suggestions  were  very  numerous, .  and  some  chemists 
favoured  the  restriction  of  membership  to  those  who 
have  passed  optical  examinations.  This  narrowing  of  the 
basis  of  membership  was  not  in  his  (the  Chairman's) 
opinion  desirable.  Although  this  is  a  matter  for  con- 
sideration by  a  committee,  he  (the  Chairman)  would  like 
to  see  the  membership  put  on  as  broad  a  basis  as  possible. 
Another  important  point  emphasised  by  the  Chairman 
was  the  opportunities  which  chemists  have  of  influencing 
medical  men.  Some  practitioners  might  obtain  incorrect 
views  of  sight-testing  from  reading  the  medical  journals, 
and  it  should  be  one  of  the  objects  of  chemist-opticians 
to  neutralise  such  false  impressions.  The  relations  be- 
tween medical.men  and  chemists  undertaking  sight-testing 
are  in  his  (the  Chairman's)  experience  of  a  very  cordial 
character,  but  it  is  nevertheless  necessary  to  let  it  be 
widely  known  that  under  no  conditions  were  diseases  of 
the  eye  treated  nor  atropine  used  for  eye-testing. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  extracts  from  letters 
which  the  Chairman  read  to  the  meeting  : 

"  Something  should  be  done  tovi'ards  consolidating- 
chemist-opticians'  interests." 

'■  I  suggest-  that  membership  of  the  proposed  Society  be 
confined  to  registered  chemists  actually  engaged  in  sight- 
testing,  and  that  if  possible  a  distinctive  title  should  be 
atli>])ted  such  as  ophthalmist,  or  some  word  which  the  public 
Wduld  easily  associate  with  the  sale  and  scientific  fitting 
of  glasses." 

"  The  objects  of  such  a  Society  should  be  to  look  after 
the  interests  of  chemist-opticians  and  include  the  promotion 
as  much  as  possible  of  optical  education  and  legislation  as 
well  as  examination." 

'■  The  one  subject  which  seems  to  me  to  overshadow  all 
others  is  the  attitude  of  the  medical  profession  towards  the 
sight-testing  optician — at  least,  as  far  as  tlie  chemist-opti- 
cian is  concerned.  It  is  important  that  some  effort  be  made 
to  set  right  the  prejudiced  case  recently  stated  in  the 
medical  journals.  Personally  I  have  not  found  the  average 
.general  practitioner  antagonistic  when  properly  approached, 
and  several  local  medical  men  send  their  sight-testing  cases 
to  me." 

"The  Society  should  arrange  for  classes  to  be  held  in 
the  principal  provincial  towns,  as  well  as  London,  for  in- 
struction in  sight-testing." 

"  I  should  like  to  suggest  that  no  diploma  other  than 
that  of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company  bo  recognised,  and 
also  that  the  Minor  examination  be  accepted  as  showing 
sufficient  knowledge  in  mathematics  to  procure  exemption 
from  section  (a)  in  the  special  examination  of  the  S.M.C." 

"  Provision  should  be  made  for  the  Society  being  repre- 
sented at  convenient  centres  throughout  the  Kingdom  and 
not  London  alone." 

"There  should  be  no  difficulty  for  a  society  of  chemists 
to  obtain  a  charter  of  incorporation  as  opticians  and  then 
adopting  a  system  of  examination  with  tuition." 

"  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  spectacle-trade  for  thirty 
years,  and  presume  you  would  advocate  that  all  who  have 
been  or  are  acting  as  opticians  should  bo  registered  without 
examination." 


"  The  scheme  arranged  by  the  National  Association  of 
Goldsmiths  could  be  taken  as  a  model,  inasmuch  as  that 
Association  recognises  only  one  diploma." 

"The  Minor  certificate  should  be  accepted  f(jr  the 
academic  subjects  of  the  S.M.C.  examination." 

"  Some  definite  qualification  should  be  arranged,  to  vvork 
amicably  if  possible  with  the  medical  profession." 

"  The  members  of  the  Society  should  pledge  themselves 
never  to  deal  with  pathological  conditions  of  the  eye  and 
never  to  use  mydriatics." 

"  A  certificate  of  membership  should  bo  issued  to  mem- 
bers, and  in  the  future  an  examination  and  post-graduate 
course  bo  instituted." 

"  The  members  of  the  Society  should  be  members  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  as  this  would  form  a  mutual 
column  of  support." 

"I  would  suggest  that  the  scientific  side — that  is,  the 
refractionist  part — of  the  work  be  encouraged,  and  not 
simply  the  vending  of  cheap  spectacles.  The  latter  should 
be  discouraged  in  every  possible  way." 

"  The  encouragement  of  a  high  standard  of  efficiency  in 
optical  work  by  chemists  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the 
S.M.C.  should  be  one  of  the  aims.  The  Society  should  bo 
put  on  a  broad  enough  basis  to  include  any  chemist  inter- 
ested in  any  division  of  optics — sight-testing,  photography, 
microscopy,  projection  lantern-wr-rk,  &c." 

"  The  title  might  be  the  United  Society  of  Chemist- 
Opticians,  and  the  Society  should  induce  chemists  who  sell 
spectacles  to  gain  first  a  thorough  knowledge  of  visual 
optics  and  sight-testing,  and  only  to  sell  spectacles  after 
properly  testing  the  sight." 

"To  see  that  if  any  Bill  is  introduced  before  Parliament 
dealing  with  restrictions  of  siglit-testing,  the  claims  of 
chemists  are  properly  stated  and  their  interests  properly 
represented.'' 

The  Chairman  then  submitted  the  motion  which  appeared 
on  the  agenda — 

That  a  Society  of  Chemist-Opticians  be  formed. 

This  led  to  considerable  discussion  as  to  the  objects, 
title,  and  membership  of  the  Society,  in  which  Mr  Cuff 
(New  Southgate),  Mr.  Cornish  (Tottenham),  Mr.  A.  E. 
Grey  (Messrs.  Botwright  &  Grey),  Mr.  Rex  Blanchforcl 
(Richmond),  Mr.  A.  Higgs  (Kingston),  Mr.  Holt  (Man- 
chester), Mr.  Maskew  (Clacton),  Mr.  Hyatt- Wolff,  Mr. 
J.  H.  Sutcliffe,  Mr.  G.  Curtis,  and  others  took  part.  On 
the  motion  being  put,  it  was  carried  unanimously.  Mr. 
A.  Higgs  then  proposed — 

That  a  committee  be  formed  to  consider  the  title  of  the 
proposed  Association  and  what  means  or  tests,  if  any, 
shall  be  adopted  for  enrolment  of  members.  Tho  corn- 
mitteo  to  report  to  a  duly  convened  meeting. 

This  was  carried,  and  it  was  next  proposed — 

That  the  provisional  committee  also  formulate  the  objects- 
of  the  Society  and  the  nature  of  its  work,  and  submit  a 
draft  constitution. 

This  having  been  carried,  a  committee  was  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  the  following  members.  Some  of  these  chemists 
not  being  present  at  the  meeting,  the  list  is  subject  to 
their  consent  to  serve.  The  committee  have  also  power 
to  add  to  their  number. 


C.  J.  G.  Bunker,  Twickenham 
(Chairman) 

G.  Bennett,  Stockport 
Rex  Blanchford,  Richmond 

H.  Chambers,  Brighton 

J.  R.Cornish,  South  Tottenham 
J.  H.  Cuff,  New  Southgate 

G.  Curtis,  Stroud  (irecn 
W.  E.  Everett,  ("(.Iclirster 

H.  Fairburn,  Niirthallerton 
A.  L.  Francis,  Wrexham 
John  Gibson,  Hexham 


A.  Higgs.  Kingston-on-'l'haiacs 
Holt,  Manchester 

F,  S.  Horsey,Queen  Street. E. C. 
W.  Maskew,  Clacton-cn-Sva 
A.  Oglesby,  Barnslev 

J.  R.  Phillips,  Cheshani 
R.  Tocher,  Glasgow 
W.  G.  Turtle,  Chatham 

G.  Vogt,  Kendal 

S.  ^V.  Woolley,  42  Cannon 
Street,  E.C.  (Secretary  pt'o 
iein.) 


Votes  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  the  conveners  of 
the  meeting  closed  the  proceedings. 

At  a  committee-meeting  held  subsequently  the  basis  of 
membership  and  amount  of  subscription  were  discussed, 
and  we  are  asked  to  state  that  suggestions  as  to  the  title 
of  the  Society  will  be  gladly  received. 

In  a  Preliminary  Survey  of  the  mineral  production  of 
Canada  last  year,  it  is  stated  that  the  arsenic-plant  at 
Deloro,  Ont.,  was  worked  for  three  months  only,  pro- 
ducing 257  tons  of  white  arsenic,  valued  at  $15,420.  Tho 
exports  of  arsenic  were  198  tons,  valued  at  $10,583. 
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Rad  io-Therapeutics. 

The  remarkable  chemical  and  physical  properties  of  radium 
have  so  far  been  utilised  by  physicians  to  a  greater  extent 
than  the  supply  justifies.  There  is  not  enough  to  go  round  for 
the  most  serious  cases.  Nevertheless  it  is  sugrjested  by  the 
artist  that  as  the  rays  from  radium  bromide  have  the 
power  of  converting  mercuric  chloride  into  calomel,  in  cases 
of  poisoning  with  HgCU,  all  that  one  has  to  do  is  to  behave 
like  the  two  gentlemen  in  the  sketch.  The  experiment  is 
doubtless  interesting,  but  a  dozen  fresh  eggs  would  be 
cheaper  and  absolutely  certain.  Still,  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  have  radium  to  hire  out,  the  suggestion  may 
be  valuaible. 


Brannt,  W.  T.  Practical  Treatise  on  Distillation  and 
Rectification  of  Alcohol.    2nd  ed.    21s.  net.  (Low.) 

Celli,  Angelo.  Malaria,  accordinrj  to  the  New  Researches. 
Transl.  by  J.  J  Eyre.  Intro,  by  Dr.  Patrick  Manson. 
3|x5g.    Pp.  300.    4s.  net.  (Longmans.) 

Chemical-manufacturers'  Directory  [The)  for  1904.  8vo. 
Bds.    2s.  bd.  net.  (Simpkin.) 

Enc/lishiooman's  Year-hook  and  Directory,  1904.  Edited 
■by  Emily  Jones.  7ix4|.  Pp.  xxxv  +  352.  '2s.  td.  net.  (A. 
&  C.  Black.) 

Juler,  H.  E.  Handbook  of  Ophthalmic  Science  and 
Practice.    3rd  ed.    8vo.    21s.  net.    (Smith,  Elder.) 

Stevens,  W.  C.  Intro,  to  Botany.  71x5.  Pp.  446. 
4s.  bd.    (D.  C.  Heath.) 

Zoological  Record,  vol.  xxxix.,  1902,  Division  XVIII., 
Protozoa,  by  H.  M.  Woodcock,  B.Sc.  8ix5i.  Pp.  87.  2s. 
(Zoological  Society,  Hanover  Square.)  [A  compilation  of 
(o\  y^'V^'^^'^^^  of  Protozoa  in  1902.  Divided  into  (1) .  titles, 
l<2)  biology,  (3)  distribution,  (4)  systematic.  A  complete 
and  accurate  record  of  the  literature  of  the  subject.] 


aasociation  56alla^9. 


The  Purpose. 

The  men,  their  aims,  their  daily  irk; 

Their  troubles,  'trials,  thoughts,  and  viewt 
On  things  'politic,  foes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,   but  treach'rous  work — 

These  he  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 

XVI.  DEWSBURY. 

In  a  town  upon  the  Calder  where  they  weave  the  woollen 
blanket, 

Meets  a  brave  Association,  'mong  the  best  we  fain  would 
rank  it. 

It  is  fertile  in  invention,  deepest  problems  it  will  tackle, 
And  it  never  wastes  its  eloquence  on  unpropitious  cackle. 

So  if  well-matured  opinions  are  recjuired  they  pop  up  patly 
From    the    unsuspected    Ossett    or  the  backward-seeming 
Batley. 

Thus  the  orat'ry  that  spreads  itself  in  unconsidered  snatches. 
By  the  eloquence  of  Broadhead  divagates  in  purple  patches. 

We  have  liked  his  straight-out  hitting,  from  his  views  we 

oft  have  differed 
(But  we  disagree  with  Carteighe,  and  have  crossed  a  lance 

with  Gifford) ; 

And  upon  the  rocks  of  argument  no  combatant  e"er  wi'ecked 
him  : 

He  is  keen  and  likewise  skilful,  and  opponents  all  respect 
him. 

Now  though  Broadhead  is  the  greatest  in  that  stalwart  band 
of  brothers 

He  is  not  the  whole  of  Dewsbury ;  don't  forget  it — there 
are  others. 

They  have  Rhodes,  an  able  President,  of  platitudes  no 
hawker, 

And    Blakeley,    Day,    and    Gledhill,  and    the  secretarial 
Walker. 

They   are   full   of   plans    and  poesy  (in  bottles  plain  or 
wickered). 

And   the   Pata's   rights   are   guarded   by  the  philosophic 
Pickard. 

So  we  look  towards  the  Calder — where  they  weave  the 

woollen  blanket, 
And    that    "live"    Association    for   much  entertainment 

thank  it. 


Scientific  lproGrc66» 


Tbe  Reduction  of  Clneol — .-According  to  Thorns  and 
Molle  ("Arch,  der  Pharm.,"  1904,  194)  cineol  on  reduction 
with  hydriodic  acid  yields  a  hydrocarbon  of  the  formula 
G'loHis,  which  is  termed  cineolene.  It  boils  at  165-167°,  is 
optically  inactive,  and  has  a  specific  gravity  of  0.824  at  18°. 

Bliamnosides. — Schmidt  descrilies  as  rhamnosides  those 
bodies  which  yield  rhamnose  on  hydrolysis  instead  of 
glucose,  and  in  a  lengthy  communication  ("Arch,  der 
Pharm.,"  1904,  210)  gives  particulars  of  several  of  the 
better-defined  of  these  bodies.  Rhamno-glucosides  are  those 
which  yield  both  rhamnose  and  glucose.  ■  Rutin  on  hydro- 
lysis yields  cjuercetin,  I'hamnose,  and  glucose.  Sophorin  (from 
Sophora  japonica)  yields  sophoretin,  glucose,  and  isodul- 
cite  according  to  the  older  publications,  but  Schmidt  now 
shows  that  the  sophoretin  is  really  quercetin,  and  that  the 
other  products  ai-e  rhamnose  and  glucose.  Rutin  from 
j  Capparis  spinosa  yields  exactly  the  same  products  of  de- 
composition; and  robinin  (from  Rohinia  Pseudacacia)  yields' 
robigenin,  rhamnose,  and  galactose. 

laurel-berry  Oil. — Thoms  and  Molle  ("Arch,  der  Phirm., 
1904,  180)  have  carried  out  an  exhaustive  research  on  the 
essential  oil  of  laurel-berry.    The  authors  are  unable  to 
substantiate  Wallach's    statement  that  ^  methylchavicol  is 

f)resent  in  the  oil.  They  find  the  acidity  to  be  due  to  a 
ittle  free  acetic,  isobutyric,  and  isovalerianic  acids.  They 
have  separated  1.7  per  cent,  of  eugenol,  no  other  free 
phenol  being  found  present.  A  small  amount  of  eugenol 
in  the  form  of  esters  was  also  found,  but  only  to  the 
extent  of  0.4  per  cent.  The  acids  present  in  the  form  of 
esters  are  acetic,  valerianic,  and  caproic.  An  unknov/n  acid 
of  the  formula  C.HuO^,  melting  at  146-147°  O.,  was 
found,  as  were  also  pinene,  cineol  (50  per  cent.),  geraniol, 
a  sesquiterpene,  and  a  sesquiterpene  alcohol. 
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©bsccvations  anb  IRcflectiona. 

By  Xrayser. 

Re-verification  of  Glass  Graduates. 

Mr.  Bousfield's  Weights 
and  Measures  Bill,  which,  with  its  metric  clauses  lopped 
oft,  is  at  present  before  the  Grand  Committee  on  Law,  is 
now  little  more  than  a  Departmental  measure  aiming  to 
perfect  some  of  the  details  of  the  inspection  system.  The 
Bill  has  been  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  will 
very  likely  pass.  One  of  its  clauses,  however,  is  of  some 
moment  to  chemists  and  druggists.  This  is  Clause  16, 
which  provides  for  a  periodical  re-verification  of  all 
weights  and  measures  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  three 
years.  Generally  the  requirement  is  reasonable.  Weights 
tend  to  depreciation,  and  metal  measures  are  liable  to 
indentations  which  reduce  their  capacity.  But  this  is  not 
possible  with  glass  measures.  To  take  these  to  the 
inspector  once  every  three  years  for  re-verification  would 
be  such  a  silly  proceeding  that  probably  it  only  needs 
pointing  out  to  ensure  the  exemption  of  such  vessels. 

A  Taxing  Act, 

said  a  judge  once,  is  intended  to  tax ;  and 
a  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  I  should  have  thought,  was 
meant  to  collect  revenue.  The  remarkable  letter  signed 
"  H.  W.  Primrose,"  and  published  in  the  C.  cfc  D.  last 
week,  suggests,  however,  that  the  eminent  Chairman  of 
the  Somerset  House  Board  takes  a  much  wider  view  than 
this  of  his  functions.  Sir  Henry  Primrose,  it  appears, 
conceives  it  to  be  a  part  of  his  duty  to  correct  blunders 
made,  or  which  he  thinks  have  been  made,  by  the  Legis- 
lature. He  does  not  approve  of  a  certain  tax  imposed 
some  time  since  in  the  form  in  which  a  financier  of  some 
historic  reputation— namely,  Mr.  William  Pitt—framed  it, 
and  which  would  now  fall  particularly  on  drug  companies. 
To  that  extent  he  promises  to  repeal  the  obnoxious  Act  of 
Parliament.  More  than  that;  he  is  prepared  to  suffer  for 
his  righteousness.  His  Board,  he  declares,  will  defend 
any  action  founded  on  the  distinction  which  the  law  seems 
to  them  to  draw  between  drug  companies  and  other 
vendors  of  drugs.  Let  it  be  noted  that  we,  the  examined, 
qualified,  and  legally  registered  and  recognised  chemists 
and  druggists,  are  the 

Other  Vendors  of  Drugs 

referred  to  by  Sir  Henry  Primrose. 
It  does  seem  to  his  Board,  he  frankly  admits,  that  the 
law  draws  a  distinction  between  us  and  drug  companies, 
or,  I  beg  pardon,  between  them  and  us.  So  much  the 
worse  for  the  law,  then ;  we  do  not  sanction  it  and  will 
ignore  it,  says  the  authority  appointed  to  enforce  it.  But 
who  are  the  possible  adversaries  to  whom  Sir  Henry 
alludes?  Qui  s'excnse,  s'accusc.  The  Chairman  evidently 
realises  that  there  is  somebody  who  may  have  the  right  to 
challenge  his  conduct.  Whom  is  he  defying  ?  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
may  assuredly  claim  to  be  aggrieved  parties.  They  have 
already  outrun  the  constable  by  about  five  millions,  and 
like  Charlie's  Aunt  they  are  still  running.  They  want  all 
the  aid  and  succour  they  can  get,  and  their  Chief  Pro- 
vider chooses  this  particular  moment  to  exempt  from 
statutory  charges  certain  flourishing  friends  of  his.  But 
the  Treasury  will  certainly  not  bring  an  action  against 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  the  Public  Prosecutor  will 
not  take  up  the  case,  the  companies  will  not  themselves 
insist  on  their  right  to  be  specially  taxed,  and  I  can  only 
suppose  that  Sir  Henry  has  in  his  mind  the  "other 
vendors  of  drugs "  as  the  probable  litigants.    It  is 


The  Queerest  Situation 

which  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue's 
kaleidoscopic  policy  has  yet  presented.  They  prose- 
cuted a  company  last  year,  and  their  counsel  then,  in 
anticipation  of  a  possible  claim  of  exemption  based  on 
Farmer  v.  Glyn-Jones,  urged  that  as  it  was  impossible  that 
the  company  could  have  served  a  regular  apprenticeship, 
it  was  consequently  impossible  for  them  to  benefit  by  this 
exemption.  Now  we  have  the  head  of  the  Board  protest- 
ing against  such  a  view,  and  offering  to  submit  to  punish- 
ment for  his  passive  resistance  to  it.  I  have  noticed  that 
both  the  Inland  Revenue  and  the  Customs  tax-gatherers 
have  developed  a  curious  politeness  in  recent  years ;  but  I 
have  never  been  lucky  enough  myself  to  meet  with  one 
whose  politeness  led  him  to  loosen  his  legal  grip,  however 
morally  unjust  his  demand  might  be.  But  then  I  am  only 
one  of  those  "other  vendors  of  drugs." 

Letter  "P," 

iJt.  Murray  tells  us  in  the  latest  part  of  the 
"Historical  English  Dictionary,"  is,  from  a  dictionary 
point  of  view,  the  third  most  important  letter  in  the 
language.  "S"  and  "C"  alone  surpass  it — reckcnins, 
that  is,  by  the  number  of  words  which  these  letters  initial. 
In  the  last  6'.-  tt  7J.  index  "P"  outstrips  all  the  rest  of 
the  alphabet,  but  it  has  peculiar  chances  in  our  business 
due  to  such  terms  as  pharmacy,  poison,  photography,  and 
their  derivatives  which  specially  belong  to  us.  Dr. 
Murray  tells  us  another  curious  fact.  "P"  words  are 
almost  all  of  foreign  importation.  Out  of  2,454  main 
words  in  this  section  of  the  Dictionary,  one  only — the  word 
"pan" — is  an  old  English  word.  Words  of  pharma- 
ceutical interest  are  not  numerous  in  this  part.  A  few, 
however,  are  worth  mentioning.  There  is  a  world  of  his- 
tory, for  instance,  in 

Panacea, 

though  it  is  rather  concisely  dealt  with  here.  There 
was  a  goddess  Panacea,  a  deity  of  healing,  who  is  named 
in  the  oath  of  Hippocrates.    All  through  ancient  tirnes, 
and  up  to  the  Middle  Ages,  there  existed  a  belief  in  a 
plant  which  would  heal  all  diseases.    Mistletoe,  opoponax, 
yarrow,  ginseng,   V ulcrlfinn  officinaJts,  StacJii/s  palmtris, 
I  and  other  herbs  have  been_  credited  as  heal-alLs.  The 
i  alchemists  had  their  panacea  of  mercury,  calomel  washed 
j  with  alcohol,  panacea  of  antimony,  and  other  panaceas. 

Naturally  it  became  the  name  for  various  quack  com- 
!  pounds,  Murray  quotes  one  (1625)  made  of  saffron,  quick- 
1  silver,  vermilion,  antimony,  and  sea-shells,  in  the  form 
of  triangular  lozenges.  Littre  quotes  a  Paiiarce  anglaise^ 
whith  he  says  is  carbonate  of  magnesia  with  carbonate  of 
lime.  How  did  that  compound  under  that  name  get  to 
France  1 

Paraffin 

is  fjarum  affinis,  of  little  affinity;  so  named  by 
Reichenbach  in  1830.  Christison,  who  discovered  the  sub- 
stance about  the  same  time,  called  it  petrolin,  but  it  was 
Reichenbach's  title  which  stuck.  Dr.  t.^re,  who  alludes  to 
paraffin  in  his  Dictionary  of  Arts  in  1839,  remarks  :  "It 
has  not  yet  been  applied  to  any  use."  We  learn  nothing 
new  about  paregoric,  which  originally  meant  the  soothing 
effect  of  public  speaking ;  and  the  only  other  word  worth; 
;  noting  is  Pareira,  concerning  which  Dr.  Murray  has  gone 
wrong,  as  shall  be  shown  next  week." 

Pareira, 

concerning  which  the  Dictionary  information  is 
rather  unfortunate.    It  is  stated  that  the  drug  which, 
under  the  name  of  pareira  brava,  was  brought  from  Brazil 
in  the  seventeenth  century  was  the  root  of  Cissampelos 
Pareira,  now  known  as  spurious  pareira.    The  root  is 
now  said  to  be  that  of  Chondodcndron  tomentosum,  but 
this,  according  to  Dr.  Murray,  is  a  misnomer.  Historically, 
he   says,   the  cissampelos   is   the   real   pareira.  Daniel 
Hanbury  proved  this  to  be  an  error.    He  identified  old 
I  specimens  in  the  British  Museum  as  those  of  the  chondo- 
1  dendron,  and  he  traced  the  confusion  to  Linnaeus.  The 
cissampelos  roots  and  stems,  Hanbury  tells  us,  are  used 
medicinally  in  the  West  Indies,  but  "there  is  nothing  to 
.  prove  that  they  were  ever  an  object  of  export  to  Europe." 
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DISINFLGTANTS, 

Cl)c  "Sanitas"  Co., 


are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  o!  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 
99 


and  their  other  Manufactures  include 
"  Soldls."  "  Okol,"   •'  Creoeide,"   "  Oehlop," 
"  Klngzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigatins  Candles," 
"  Sulphugatops,"  ••Formle  Sulphugatops,"  "  Formlo  Alf 
Pupifleps," 

"Formic  Fumlgators,"  "Fopmic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Klngzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killep, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydpogen,  and  Carbolie 
Fluids,  Powdeps,  and  Soaps. 

"Sanitat"  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Disinfect"  Booh  uHll  be  sent 
free  on  application  to — 

THE  "  SANITAS "  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bellinal  Green,  LONDON,  E 


FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.G. 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

18/  cwt.' 
17  /  cwt. 

1           Finest  Pure 

STARCH  POWDER 

22/  cwt 
25/  cwt. 
9/  cwt 
18/ eft. 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No.  1  Finest  Liglit  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA1 

18  /  cwt. 

'epSOM    SALTS,  E.S  S 
Purifloii,  Clean,  and  Dry. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/cft, 

1        Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EAR7H" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

Finest 
TART.  ACID 

Lo^'sb.Cur. 
Prices  1 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/  cwt. 
I/'"- 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/lOid 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

London  for  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight 
of  112  lbs,  and  upwards  of  above  articles.  Smaller  parcels  deli- 
vered free  on  rail  London  at  above  prices. 


Write 
for 
LIST 


ASSURES  PUftE    WATER.    ' : -■-/.^^'^ 
THE  ONLY  FILTERS  AWARDED  GRAND  PRIX,  PARIS,  190&. 

■         '       -         THE      ■■  -  > 

OFFICIAL  GOVERNMENT  STATEMENT  -  : 

"Wherever  the  Pasteur  Filter  has  bee'nS 
applied  Typhijid  Fever  has  disappeared.":?: 


J.  PEFRIES  &  SONS,  Limitecf,  / 

146  &  147,  HOUNDSblTOH,  LONDON,  E.G.  ;  j 


Established 
1879. 


All  Chemists  selling  Vapo-Cresolene 
should  write  for  information  about  the 
eight-coloured  "  Cut  Out  "  window- 
display  we  are  offering.  It  is  unique, 
handsome,  and  refined. 

ALLEfi  ^  HMBDRYS  Ltd.  37  L^*l^^I5.a.  London,  Eng. 


THE 


'S  DOUBLE  CYANIDE  GAUZE 

(Lister's  GiTaranteed). 

E'S  BATTIST, 

The  only  genuine  make. 

S  PLASTER  OF  PARIS  BANDAGES 

111  handsomely  Decorated  Tins. 

PRICES  ON  APPLICATION. 

GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  LTD. 

Wilson  Street,  New  Cross  Road,  London,  S.E.  [2] 


IIT     THUS  IPRESS. 

Will  be  published  .shortly. 
About  800  pp.     Foolscap  8ro.     Price  7/6  net. 


TO  THE  BRITISH  PHiRMACOPCEIA. 

Ojmpvisuig  those  portions  of  the  well-known  "  Companion  "  which  interest 
more  particularly  the  Presciber  ani  Dispenser,  aui  inoluidinj  full  anl  com 
prehensive  information  about  the  newer  remedies,  more  particularly  those 
recently  introduced  into  medicine.  The  matter  has  been  thoroughly  revised 
and  brought  up  to  date. 
Obtainable  thi'ough  any  of  the  Wholesale  Houses  or  from  the  Publishers. 


J.&A.  Chupehill,  7  Qt.  Marlbopough  S^.,  London,  W. 


TOMLINSON  &  CO.'S 

AIRY  HELPS 

BUTTER  POWDER.      BUTTER  COLOUR. 
PRESERVATIVE,         CHEESE  COLOUR. 
CHEESE  RENNET. 


TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD,  Ltd.,  LINCOLN. 


More  Army  Medicines. 

The  War  Office  is  again  offering  "surplus  drugs,  &c.," 
lying  at  the  Army  Medical  Stores,  Woolwich,  for  sale 
by  tender  on  Monday,  May  2.    It  will  be  remembered 
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that  we  mentioned  a  previous  lot  two  months  ago.  One 
•of  the  conditions  of  sale  is  that  the  articles  shall  be 
taken  as  they  stand  in  original  bottles  without  question 
on  the  part  of  the  contractor,  and  the  whole  quantity 
•allotted  must  be  paid  for  and  removed  within  one  month 
>of  date  of  rxceptance  of  tender.  If  any  articles  are  not 
'removed  by  the  time  specified  they  and  the  payment  made 
on  account  of  them  may  be  forfeited,  or  a  charge  of 
2^  per  cent,  per  week  on  the  value  may  be  made  if  they 
are  removed  after  the  specified  time.  Seventy  articles  are 
scheduled.  Among  them  are  citric  acid  300  lbs.,  pyro- 
gallic  acid  140  lbs.,  tartaric  acid  350  lbs.,  tannic  acid 
140  lbs.,  and  gallic  acid  400  lbs.  There  are  500  2-lb.  jars 
of  carbonate  of  ammonia  and  120  4-oz.  bottles  of 
ammonium  sulphocyanide — a  photographic  chemical ;  and 
others  of  a  like  nature,  besides  pyrogallic  acid,  are  100 
J-lb.  bottles  of  hydrokinone  and  325  2-lb.  bottles  of 
sodium  sulphite.  Continuing  the  list  of  medicines  we 
Tiote  300  lbs.  of  dec.  alces  co.  (an  unusual  remedy  for 
soldiers),  20  lbs.  of  extract  of  opium,  150  lbs.  each  of 
gentian  and  taraxacum  extracts,  50  lbs.  of  green  henbane 
•extract,  300  lbs.  of  powdered  galls,  200  lbs.  corrosive 
'sublimate,  40  lbs.  inject,  morph.  ccnc,  700  lbs.  pulv. 
ipecac,  and  4,000  tablets  (20-gr.)  of  ipecacuanha.  Six 
liquors  are  listed,  the  most  notable  being  150  lbs.  liq. 
epispasticus  and  100  lbs.  liq.  arsen.  et  hyd.  iodid.  Of 
oils  there  are  caraway  30  lbs.  and  anise  100  lbs.  Fully 
2  cwt.  of  pills  in  ^  Ib.,  1-lb.,  and  2-lb.  jars  are  in  the 
list ;  they  are  colocynth,  rhubarb,  and  blue  pills,  120  lbs. 
of  blue  being  the  heaviest  item.  Veterinary  medicines 
are  indicated  by  700  lbs.  of  nitre  and  2,000  lbs.  of 
Glauber's  salt.  There  are  five  compound  powders,  pulv. 
kino  CO.  200  lbs.,  pulv.  cretce  aromat.  c.  opio  100  lbs.,  and 
pulv.  ipecac,  co.  100  lbs.  being  the  chief.  Among  other 
■galenical  preparations  the  most  notable  are  syrup,  scillse 
1,500  lbs.,  and  also  a  quantity  of  the  tincture.  Tinc- 
ture of  belladonna  figures  to  the  extent  of  150  lbs.,  tinc- 
ture of  catechu  800  lbs.,  tr.  chlorof.  et  morph.  co. 
400  lbs.,  tr.  gentian,  co.  500  lbs.,  tr.  myrrh.u  300  lbs., 
50  1-lb.  bottles  tr.  strophanthi,  60  lbs.  of  antimony  wine 
and  30  lbs.  of  opium  wine,  besides  1,000  lbs.  of  berated 
paraffin.  Among  the  chemicals  not  so  far  mentioned  are 
/200  lbs.  of  salol,  100  lbs.  sodium  hypophosphite,  800  lbs. 
sodium  salicylate,  982  lbs.  tartrated  soda,  and  40  lbs. 
zinc  chloride.  The  only  proprietary  article  in  the  list, 
except  patented  chemicals,  is  RigoUot's  "  Sinapis  Charta," 
of  which  18,000  round  tins,  containing  ten  leaves  each, 
are  offered.  We  presume  that  these  chemicals  and  mcdi- 
\ines  represent  the  surplus  stores  purchased  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  during 
the  South  African  War,  and,  as  we  have  already  ex- 
plained, the  Department  offers  only  those  articles  which 
( annot  be  used  within  a  reasonable  time  in  the  Army 
hospitals  and  by  medical  officers  who  receive  their 
supplies  from  the  Army  Medical  Stores.  While,  there- 
fore, the  Department  is  acting  on  sound  economic  lines  in 
getting  money  for  goods  which  are  useless  to  it,  it 
deserves  to  be  considered  whether  galenical  preparations 
which  have  been  in  store  for  an  unstated  time,  and  have 
presumably  been  to  South  Africa  and  back,  should  be 
thrown  upon  the  home  market.  It  is  usually  considered 
that  tinctures  remain  good  for  a  yeajc  :  some  may  keep 
Iheir  full  activity  for  a  lifetime,  but  others  begin  to 
deteriorate  very  quickly — tincture  of  strophanthus,  for 
instance.  When  retailers  buy  such  preparations  frcm 
wholesalers,  they  have  usually  a  fair  guarantee  that  they 
are  perfectly  fresh,  but  there  can  be  no  such  guarantee 
with  these  Army  remainders.      We  have  no  desire  to 


exaggerate,  or  even  estimate,  the  harm  which  the  sale  of 
surplus  galenicals  may  do,  but  we  think  it  a  question  for 
the  Department  to  ccnsider  whether  it  would  not  be 
doing  a  public  service  to  bulk  alcoholic  galenicals,  which 
are  more  than  a  year  old,  and  sell  the  mi.xture  for  the 
alcohol  it  contains.  We  m.ay  say  that  the  value  of  the 
I  whole  of  the  articles  now  being  offered  is,  at  current 
wholesale  prices,  a  little  over  1,800?.,  and  the  tinctures 
alone  run  up  to  550^ 


Chinese  Foreign  Trade. 

In  reviewing  the  past  year  in  China,  the  "Times"  corre- 
spondent at  Peking  stated  that  trade,  in  spite  of  increased 
taxation,  was  better  than  in  1902,  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  learn  that  British  commercial  activity  shows  no  diminu- 
tion. The  Mackay  Treaty  was  ratified  during  the  year,  but 
China  persistently  declines  to  give  information  regarding  the 
i  native  Customs  and  the  opium-stations  therein  promised, 
!  though  such  information  is  essential.  China  also  declines  to 
give  the  information  asked  regarding  the  consumption-tax 
on  opium.  The  general  tranquility  of  the  country  is  satis- 
factory, and  especially  is  this  so  in  the  provinces  of  Kv/ang- 
si,  Yunnan,  and  Sze-chuan.  The  present  year  should, 
therefore,  see  further  developments  as  regards  the  output 
of  produce  from  these  centres,  bearing  in  mind  the  fact 
that  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  railway 
construction,  but  in  this  department  British  enterprise 
is  far  behind  that  of  other  nations.  In  this  connection 
!  an  able  and  interesting  report  cn  the  foreign  trade  of  China 
during  1902,  written  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Jamiescn,  Commercial 
Attache  at  Peking,  has  recently  been  published.  These  who 
have  business  relations  with  China  do  not  need  to  be  told 
that  the  situation  in  1901  seemed  to  warrant  a  forecast 
I  that  heavy  additional  taxation  and  the  effect  of  declining 
j  exchange  on  payments  in  respect  of  the  indemnity  would 
j  affect  China's  purchasing-capacity,  and  the  outlook  in 
general  was  regarded  as  far  from  bright.  These  apprchen- 
-sions,  however,  have  been  groundless,  for  both  the  imports 
and  exports  show  a  fair  degree  of  expansion.  Though  the 
average  rate  of  exchange  ruling  throughout  the  year  was 
lower  by  some  12  per  cent,  than  the  average  of  1901,  the 
value  of  goods  imported  from  abroad  was  higher  by  four 
millions  sterling.  This  increase  was  concurrent  with  a  rise 
of  nearly  three  millions  sterling  in  the  value. of  native  pro- 
duce  exported,  an  expansion  in  twelve  months  of  10.4  per 
cent.,  or  only  0.6  per  cent,  below  the  equivalent  of  what 
took  place  during  the  quinquennial  period  1896:1900.  In 
view  of  the  steady  improvement  in  the  exchange  since  this 
report  was  written,  it  is  quite  possible  the  trade  of  the 
Empire  will  show  a  still  further  improvement  during  1903. 
Taken  on  a  basis  of  market  values  the  imports  last  year 
amounted  to  41,000,000/.  and  the  exports  to  almost 
28,000,000/.— or  together  69,000,000/.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
j  learn  that  of  the  total  amount  43  per  cent,  is  credited  to  the 
!  United  Kingdom  and  British  possessions,  17  per  cent,  to 
Japan  and  Formosa,  and  14.5  per  cent,  to  both  the  Continent 
of  Europe  and  the  United  States.  Turning  to  imports,  thoso 
from  the  United  Kingdom  show  an  important  advance  of 
I  1,392.000/.,  to  7,492,000/.  The  United  States  is,  however, 
forging  ahead  and  in  proportion  shows  a  better  result,  her 
increase  having  risen  almost  a  million  sterling  on  a  total  of 
3,918,000/.  Imports  from  Japan,  Formosa,  and  the  Con- 
tinent show  a  slight  falling-off,  but  the  imports  from  tha 
Philippine  Islands  (nov/  under  American  rule)  have  grown 
from  a  mere  2,000/.  to  111,500/.  According  to  a  careful 
calculation  made  by  Mr.  Jamieson,  there  is  a  trade  balance 
against  China  of  12,648,000/.  Of  this  total  seven  millions  is 
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represented  by  excess  of  imports  over  exports,  2,757,000Z. 
by  interest  on  existing  debt,  and  2,824.000?.  by  indemnity- 
payments.  This  growing  increase  of  China's  international 
indebtedness  is,  we  are  told,  reacting  seriously  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  people,  .who,  owing  to  the  corrupt  administra- 
tion, are  taxed  100  per  cent,  more  than  is  warranted.  The 
ratification  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  China  on  September  5,  1902,  is  expected  to  go  a  long 
way  towards  removing  existing  hindrances  to  trade  and 
to  establish  export  business  on  a  much  more  satisfactory 
footing  than  heretofore.  There  is  little  prospect  of  China 
having  a  uniform  national  coinage  for  many  years  to  come, 
although  the  Government  is  endeavouring  to  discover  some 
means  to  alleviate  the  present  widely-fluctuating  exchange. 
The  solution  of  the  difficulty  will  probably  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  China  is  being  gradually  opened  up  to  Western 
ideas,  and,  now  that  the  silver  exchange  has  risen  consider- 
ably, it  would  be  as  well  to  hasten  slowly  in  so  important 
a  matter.  As  regards  imports  of  merchandise,  we  notice 
that  the  average  annual  quantity  of  opium  imported  into 
China  since  1897  has  remained  steady  at  about  61,000  cwt. 
Last  year,  however,  there  was  an  increase  of  1,526  cwt. 
over  the  figures  for  1901.  With  the  exception  of  2,700  cwt. 
of  Persian  opium  (518  cwt.  in  1901),  the  imports  consisted 
of  Malwa,  Patna,  and  Benares  opium.  Considering  that 
the  native  crop  of  opium  was  a  failure  in  many  districts, 
and  that  the  tax  on  prepared  opium  (mostly  Indian)  was 
withdrawn  on  the  protest  of  this  country,  a  much  larger 
demand  for  Indian  opium  was  expected.  Mr.  Jamieson 
has  nothing  new  to  say  about  the  morphine  duty,  except 
that  he  anticipates  the  article  will  shortly  disappear  from 
the  list  of  imports,  as  the  duty  is  now  equal  to  181  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  compared  with  5  per  cent,  previously. 
Meanwhile  dealers  have  established  a  record,  the  importa- 
tions amounting  last  year  to  195,133  oz.,  an  increase  of 
55,566  oz.  over  the  figures  for  1901.  The  following  table 
represents  the  leading  items  of  exports  that  interest  the 
drug-trade  : 


1901 

1902 

Increase  or 
Decrease 

Aniseed,  star  ... 

lbs. 

1,469,077 

1,384,533 

-84,544 

Cas.sia  lignea  ... 

7,445.200 

9,509,533 

-1-2,084,333 

GalLs   

cwt. 

42,137 

57,750 

-H5,613 

Musk  -.  

oz. 

40,256 

40,912 

-f656 

OiLs,  wood,  tea, 
grovind-nut,  &c.cwt. 

409,020 

554,790 

-H45,770 

Oils,  essential ... 

lbs. 

421,333 

578,949 

+  157,616 

Rhubarb 

cwt. 

6,550 

11,055 

-t-4,505 

Sesame-seed  ... 

333,400 

1,051,680 

-f  718, 280 

Wax,  white 

4,866 

6,014 

+  1,148 

In  the  table  it  will  be  noted  that  the  exports  of  cassia 
lignea  show  an  increase  of  over  two  million  pounds.  Prac- 
tically all  this  is  shipped  from  Canton  and  Shanghai,  and 
the  bulk  of  it  is  absorbed  by  the  Continent.  Galls,  too, 
show  an  increase,  and  prices  in  Canton  last  year  rose  30  per 
cent,  to  35  per  cent.  The  Continent  is  also  the  chief  market 
for  Chinese  galls,  but,  unless  the  production  should  materi- 
ally increase,  there  is  a  probability  that  the  amount  avail- 
able for  export  will  become  appreciably  less,  as  we  under- 
stand the  present  production  does  not  keep  pace  with  the 
demand.  The  native  dyers  are  prepared  to  take  all  that 
come  into  the  market,  and  if  the  exporter  wants  them  he 
must  be  prepared  to  pay  higher  prices  than  the  native. 
Persia,  however,-  keeps  London  well  supplied  with  galls, 
and  while  this  is  so  Chinese  are  of  secondary  importance. 
Musk  maintains  its  position  as  an  article  of  export,  but,  as 
London  has  to  a  great  extent  lost  the  position  it  once  held 


for  this  article,  the  figures  Jiave  only  a  melancholy  interest. 
The  rhubarb  exports  are  almost  double  what  they  were  in 
1901,  so  that  the  incredulity  with  which  statements  regard- 
ing the  shortage  in  the  crop  were  received  on  this  market, 
during  1902  was  well  founded.  The  output  of  essential 
oils,  principally  star-aniseed  and  cassia,  exhibit  a  large  in- 
crease according  to  the  above  figures,  and  a  substantial 
proportion  of  it  may  be  attributed  to  a  larger  production 
of  star-aniseed  oil;  but  we  are  inclined  to  doubt  the 
accuracy  of  the  Consul's  figures,  as,  on  comparison  with 
other  reports,  they  appear  to  be  excessive. 


Saccharin  in  Germany. 

The  law  regulating  the  trade  in  artificial  sweeteners 
such  as  saccharin  and  glucose,  which  has  now  been  in  force 
in  Germany  for  a  year,  has  not  pleased  anyone  in  par- 
ticular, except  the  factory  at  Salbke-Westerhiisen.  Those 
who  hoped  to  make  a  more  or  less  nice  little  business  with 
their  stocks  of  saccharin  when  the  law  came  into  force  are 
especially  glum.  The  following  notice  from  Bayreuth  was 
sent  to  the  "Frankfurter  Zeitung";  it  is  not  wanting 
in  a  certain  amount  of  humour  : 

It  is  a  year  on  April  1  since  the  regulations  in  the  trade 
in  ai'tificial  sweetening-materials  came  into  force,  and 
pharmacists  were  granted  the  monopoly  for  selling  such. 
This  not  only  meant  a  loss  to  the  druggists,  but  also  es- 
pecially to  the  retailers,  as  the  trade  in  artificial  sweetening- 
materials  was  very  remunerative.  Not  only  does  the  pre- 
scribed trade  restriction  in  favour  of  the  sugar-manufac- 
turers deprive  the  mei-chants  of  their  previous  gains,  but 
all  stocks  of  sweetening-materials  existing  on  April  1,  1903, 
were  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Customs  without  any 
compensation  being  given ;  these  are  to  be  destroyed  at 
the  end  of  five  years,  and  in  addition  the  Customs  Office 
claim  payment  of  warehouse  charges  for  the  period  named. 
These  regulations  are  particularly  hard  upon  the  retail 
trade.  In  the  same  way  that  the  sweetening-manufacturers 
and  their  workmen  received  compensation  for  their  loss 
of  profit,  so  the  merchants  hoped  to  have  a  suitable  com- 
pensation. The  merchants,  however,  are  not  only  to  receive 
nothing,  but  their  stocks  of  saccharin  are  to  be  destroyed 
without  the  slightest  compensation  being  given  them.  The 
sale  of  the  stocks  to  Austria,  Hungary,  France,  &c.,  is 
out  of  the  question,  owing  to  the  extravagantly  high  transit- 
duties.  It  is  true  that  the  merchants  were  allowed  from 
June  21,  1902,  to  March  31,  1903,^  to  sell  their  stocks  of 
saccharin,  but  they  hoped  that  this  period  would  be  pro- 
longed. The  merchants  were  led  to  this  conclusion  by  the 
fact  that  the  saccharin-factory  which  has  been  entrusted 
with  the  sole  manufacture  of  artificial  sweetening-materials 
for  the  whole  of  the  German  Empire  supplied  any 
quantity  of  saccharin  desired  by  the  merchants  a  few  days 
before  Juno  12,  1902 ;  the  stocks  existing  on  April  1  como 
from  these  supplies.  In  consideration  of  all  these  facts, 
the  Chamber  of  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Upper  Franconia 
(Bavaria)  has  addressed  a  petition  to  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  asking  that  in  the  interest  of  the  retailers,  who 
have  to  struggle  hard  for  their  existence,  he  will  induce 
the  Federal  Council  to  order  that  the  owners  of  the  stocks 
in  the  hands  of  the  Customs  House  shall  be  paid  the 
invoice-value  of  the  same,  and  that  no  storage-charges 
shall  be  made. 

The  foreign  saccharin-manufacturers  have  also  reaped  no 
benefit  by  the  regulations ;  according  to  a  notice  from 
Berlin  in  the  "  Hamburger  Nachrichten,"  they  hoped  to 
be  able  to  continue  to  export  saccharin  to  Germany.  This 
hope  has  not  been  realized.  The  law  provided  for  the 
abolition  of  the  manufacture  of  these  materials  in  general, 
and  the  placing  of  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  one  firm, 
with  future  sales  to  be  effected  in  very  small  quantities 
through  the  agency  of  the  apothecaries,  thus  excluding 
the  merchants  and  druggists  from  the  trade.  The  Act 
further  provided  for  the  payment  of  compensation  to  the 
manufacturers,  and  it  is  officially  estimated  that  150,000?. 

i  will  be  required  for  this  purpose  for  the  past  year,  while 
in  other  circles  the  amount  is  calculated  at  450,000?. 

i  However  that  may  be,  the  Act  left  entirely  out  of  con- 
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sideration  .the  position  of  the  meixhants  and  druggists  in 
the  matter  of  indemnity,  and  their  stocks  have  not  only 
been  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Customs  House  with 
the  intention  of  being  destroyed  in  five  years,  but  the 
owners  are  actually  being  compelled  to  pay  for  warehouse- 
accommodation.  In  these  circumstances  it  is  scarcely  sur- 
prising to  find  that  a  movement  has  now  been  started  with 
a  view  to  the  payment  to  the  owners  of  the  invoice-value 
■of  the  stocks  held  by  the  Customs  House  authorities  and 
their  liberation  from  storage-charges  during  the  period  of 
official  custody  of  the  materials.  A  petition  to  this  effect 
has  just  been  forwarded  to  the  Minister  for  Home  Affairs, 
with  the  request  that  he  will  work  in  the  desired  direction 
with  the  Federal  Council. 


Modified  Men. 

In  our  report  of  the  North  Kent  Association  dinner  a 
remark  was  interpolated  in  Mr.  Stooke's  speech  that  the 
provision  that  assistants  are  to  be  twenty-one  years  of  age 
before  entering  for  the  Modified  examination  was  not 
enacted.  This  was  a  mistake,  and  in  justice  to  Mr. 
Stooke  we  desire  to  explain  that  it  was  not  his  remark. 
JSection  4  of  the  1868  Act  requires  that  assistants  shall  be 
of  full  age,  and  the  form  of  application  appended  to  the 
Act  as  a  schedule  was  a  declaration  to  this  effect. 

Citrates  and  Tartrates. 

We  understand  that  the  recent  prosecutions  in  regard  to 
the  sale  of  tartaric  acid  containing  lead  are  to  be  extended 
to  such  salts  as  tartrated  soda  and  other  tartrates,  and 
probably  also  to  citrates.  The  prosecutions,  should  they 
come  off,  ought  to  be  interesting,  because  we  shall  then 
have  analytical  opinion  brought  to  bear  upon  the  "per- 
nicious influence  of  lead  "  when  contained  in  compounds 
which  actually  happen  to  be  in  the  group  of  physic  used 
therapeutically  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  lead  in  the 
system,  and  which  are  thus  virtually  antidotes  to  lead- 
poisoning. 

Mr.  Ince's  Experience. 

Mr.  W.  I.  Wilbert,  in  the  "  American  Journal  of 
Pharmacy  "  for  April,  writes  very  appreciatively  of  Mr. 
Ince's  "Elementary  Dispensing  Practice"  recently  pub- 
Sished  by  the  Chemist  and  Druggist.  Mr.  "Wilbert 
very  properly  points  out  that  the  lengthened  experience 
of  Mr.  Ince  enables  him  to  place  before  dispensers 
lessons  and  maxims  which  have  stood  the  test  of  tim.e. 
Mr.  Wilbert  does  this  by  quoting  cogent  passages  from 
the  book,  especially  those  points  which  all  employers  of 
apprentices  are  not  able  through  lack  of  opportunity  to 
impart  to  them.  We  are  pleased  to  notice  this  American 
appreciation  of  the  work,  because  one  of  our  principal 
objects  in  publishing  the  book  was  to  preserve  for  the 
present  race  of  dispensers  a  record  of  the  experience 
of  one  of  our  veteran  pharmacists,  which  is  combined  with 
a  rare  aptitude  of  instructing  the  learner. 

"The  Good  Samaritan." 

Shakespeare's  plays  were  originally  published  singly  at 
about  sixpence  a  copy.  One  or  two  of  Swinburne's  poems 
were  published  at  a  penny  or  more,  and  many  other  now 
high-priced  and  treasured  pamphlets  were  cheap  at  first 
and  are  scarce  now  on  that  account.  Sir  William  P. 
Treloar,  Chairman  of  the  special  committee  appointed  to 
collect  funds  for  the  reconstruction  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  has  had  an  eye  to  the  future  in  preparing  an 
appeal  to  the  citizens  of  London  on  behalf  of  "Bart's," 
for  his  booklet  about  its  past,  present,  and  future  has  on 
the  cover  a  reproduction  of  an  original  sketch  of  the  Good 
Samaritan  by  Sir   Edward   Poynter,    President  of  the 


Royal  Academy.  Perhaps  collectors  among  our  readers 
would  like  a  copy  to  keep  for  a  rainy  day ;  iT  so,  they 
cannot  do  better  than  send  a  small  or  large  subscription  to 
Sir  W.  P.  Treloar,  Ludgate  Hill,  E.C.,  and  ask  him  at 
the  same  time  for  a  copy.  The  ulterior  object  of  this 
note,  however,  is  to  call  the  attention  of  the  benevolent 
to  the  pressing  needs  of  this  ancient  charity. 

Dental  Companies.^ 

The  Irish  branch  of  the  British  Dental  Association  are 
taking  an  active  part  in  getting  defined  the  position  of 
dental  companies.  At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  this  week  the  attention  of  the  Council 
was  called  to  the  case  of  "  O'Duffy  v.  Jaffe,  Surgeon- 
dentists  (Limited),"  recently  decided  in  the  Irish  courts. 
The  judgment  of  the  Court  shows  the  inadequacy  of  exist- 
ing laws  in  protecting  the  public  from  unqualified  persons, 
although  pharmacists  have  had  this  demonstrated  years 
ago.  The  title  assumed  by  a  company  on  its  formation 
becomes  its  "own  proper  name,"  and  if  it  includes  the 
words  "dentist"  or  "chemist"  there  is  at  present  no 
means  of  restraining  the  assumption  of  the  title  which 
should  only  be  held  by  individuals.  Since  the  British 
Dental  Association  wrote  to  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons a  step  further  has  been  taken  by  successfully  oppos- 
ing the  registration  of  companies  intended  to  bear  titles 
j  containing  the  word  "dentist."  The  Association  are 
j  trying  to  get  the  General  Medical  Council  to  petition 
the  Privy  Council  to  initiate  legislation  on  the  company 
question.  Whether  the  Privy  Council  will  help  the 
medical  and  dental  professions  and  not  the  pharmacists 
(  remains  to  be  seen. 

Electro-therapeutics. 

Dr.  H.  Lewis  Jones,  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the 
Electrical  Department  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  writes 
to  the  "British  Medical  Journal"  on  the  intrusion  of  the 
layman  into  medical  practice.  Dr.  Jones  objects  to  elec- 
trical methods  of  treatment  being  taken  up  by  chemists, 
the  objections  applying  to  x-ray  work  and  high  fre- 
quency treatment.  Medical  men,  our  experience  shows, 
are  only  too  glad  to  know  of  a  chemist  who  is  an  expert 
in  these  subjects,  and  we  do  not  think  Dr.  Jones's  view  at 
all  reflects  the  general  impression  that  is  felt  in  the  medical 
profession.  It  would  not  pay  a  general  practitioner  to 
invest  a  hundred  pounds  or  so  in  an  a; -ray  outfit  which  it 
is  well  known  can  only  be  kept  in  proper  order  by  con- 
stant use  and  attention.  In  high-frequency  currents  the 
apparatus  is  also  costly,  and  we  should  prefer  to  patronise 
a  well-equipped  electrical  establishment  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  medical  man  rather  than  put  up  with 
makeshift  arrangements  at  the  house  of  the  doctor.  Tha 
fact  that  the  operator  at  the  Electrical  Therapeutic  Insti- 
tute happens  to  be  a  chemist  ought  to  and  probably  does 
increase  the  respect  of  the  medical  man  for  pharmacists. 
Dr.  Jones  draws  a  distinction  between  "the  common 
charlatan  and  the  more  or  less  trained  electrician  who 
carries  out  treatment  under  medical  orders,"  but  is  most 
emphatic  in  his  view  that  only  medical  men  should  take 
up  electro-therapeutics  in  which  is  included  x-ray  work. 


The  Commeecial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  will  be  moved  from  50  Parliament  Street,  SAV.,  on 
Saturday,  April  30,  and  will  be  opened  at  73  Basinghall 
Street,  E.C.,  on  Monday,  May  2. 
I     The  Board  of  Tbade  have  received  copies  of  despatches 
1  from  the  British  Consuls  at  Rio,  Bahia,  Para,  and  Pernam- 
!  buco  relative  to  the  production  and  export  of  cocoanut  oil. 
The  gist  of  their  remarks  is  that  there  are  practically  no 
exports  from  Brazil,  and  prices  of  cocoanuts  at  many  of 
the  principle  centres  of  Brazil  are  far  in  excess  of  the 
prices  at  which  they  can  be  bought  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
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Meetminetcr  Misbom. 

(^From  our  Parliamcniary  Rrprcscntailre.') 


New  Bills. 

Licensing  Bill. — This  Government  measure  deals  chiefly 
with  "on"  licences,  but  power  is  sought  in  Clause  4  to 
transfer  to  quarter  sessions  the  power  of  confirming  new 
licences  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  any  power 
exercisable  by  the  County  Licensing  Committee  except  in 
a  borough.  This  provision  appears  to  apply  to  "off"  as 
w-ell  as  "on"  licences.  The  Bill  proposes  to  repeal  Sec- 
tion 9  of  the  Wine  and  Beerhouses  Act,  1869  (which  we 
believe  has  already  been  repealed)  ;  it  refers  to  the  transfer 
of  certificates.  Section  7  of  the  Wine  and  Beerhouses  Act, 
1870,  is  also  to  be  repealed;  this  refers  to  the  powers  of 
justices  in  respect  to  existing  licences. 

Sale  of  Intoxicants  to  Children.— A  Bill  has  passed 
through  the  Committee  stage  of  the  House  of  Lords 
amending  the  1901  Act  so  as  to  make  the  holder  of  a 
licence  liable  for  the  act  of  his  servant  or  agent. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  Batty  Langley  has  now  added  a  blocking  motion  to 
this  measure,  this  being  the  seventh  on  the  list. 

Mr.  Jesse  Boot  has  reprinted  as  a  circular  the  Bristol 
chemists'  interview  with  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  and  he  has 
sent  copies  to  all  M.P.s. 

The  Alkali  Works  Bill. 

It  is  understood  that  there  is  every  probability  that 
Mr.  Walter  Long  will  again  introduce  his  Bill  to  Consoli- 
date and  Amend  the  Alkali-works  Regulation  Acts,  1881 
and  1892.  There  does  not  seem  much  prospect,  however, 
of  its  being  seriously  proceeded  with  in  the  course  of  the 
present  Session,  owing  to  the  controversy  which  would  be 
likely  to  arise  in  the  event  of  the  Bill  reaching  the  Grand 
Committee  on  Trade.  A  conference  between  members  of 
Parliament  and  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  recently  took  place  at  the  House,  at  which  it  was 
represented  that  any  undue  emissions  of  noxious  fumes  by 
such  trades,  for  instance,  as  copper-smelting  can  be 
adequately  dealt  with  under  the  ordinary  law  without 
recourse  to  special  legislation.  i 

Charterkd  Societies.  i 

A  Bill  has  been  brought  in  by  Sir  John  Eolleston  to  pro-  i 
vide  a  simple  procedure  enabling  societies  and  institutes,  , 
incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  for  the  purpose  of  improv- 
ing the  status  and  training  of  the  professions  which  they 
represent,  to  protect  the  public  and  their  members  against 
frauds,  occasioned  by  their  inability  at  law  to  restrain 
unauthorised  persons  from  using  the  professional  designa- 
tions and  distinctive  initials  which  they  are  entitled  by 
virtue  of  their  charters  to  use,  and  which  are  recognised 
by  the  public  as  denoting  membership.  The  Bill  does  not 
seek  to  create  any  monopoly,  and  the  offence  which  it  con- 
stitutes is  carefully  limited  to  one  "knowingly"  com- 
mitted.   The  effective  clause  of  the  Bill  lays  down  that 

Any  person  who,  not  being  a  member  of  any  chartered 
society,  knowingly  uses  the  word  "  chartered,"  or  any 
abbreviation  thereof  in  connection  with  any  announcement, 
statement,  or  description  of  his  trade,  business,  or  profes- 
sion, or  knowingly  uses  any  initials,  words,  or  letters,  or 
combination  thereof,  calculated  to  induce  the  public  to 
believe  that  he  is  a  member  of  a  chartered  society  whereof 
he  is  not  a  member,  shall  bo  liable,  on  summary  conviction, 
to  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds,  and  to  be  restrained 
by  injunction  or  interdict  from  a  repetition  of  the  offence  at 
the  suit  of  any  chartered  society  whereof  he  has  falsely  re- 
presented himself  as  a  member. 

The  phrase  "  chartered  society "  means  any  society, 
institute,  association,  or  other  body  of  persons  incorporated 
by  Royal  Charter.  The  word  "  person"  shall  include  any 
body  of  persons  corporate  or  incorporate.  The  Bill  is 
backed  by  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  Sir  James  Woodhouse, 
Mr.  Alban  Gibbs,  Sir  Francis  Evans,  and  Mr.  Hunter 
Craig. 


Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill. 
Mr.  Walter  Long  has  intimated  to  Sir  Alfred  Hickman 
that  though  he  is  unable  at  present  to  fix  a  date  for  the 
introduction  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
he  will  bring  it  in  "  at  the  earliest  date  practicable."  Mr.' 
Balfour,  questioned  on  the  same  subject,  informed  Mr. 
Henry  Hobhouse  that  the  Bill  was  in  an  advanced  stage 
of  preparation. 

Early  Closing  of  Shops. 
The  Government  Bill  to  provide  for  the  early  closing  of 
shops  was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Tues- 
day by  Mr.  Cochrane,  Under-Secretary  to  the  Home  Office. 
The  Bill  proposes  to  authorise  any  county  council  or 
borough  coimcil  to  fix  an  hour  not  earlier  than  seven  p.m. 
on  specified  days  of  the  week,  and  not  earlier  than  one 
P.M.  upon  one  day  of  the  week,  when  either  all  retail  shops 
or  all  shops  of  a  certain  class  or  trade  within  the  area  of 
the  local  authority  must  be  closed  to  the  public.  The 
local  authority  may  be  moved  to  action  by  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  the  occupiers  of  shops  in  the  district  affected. 


ASSOCIATION  OF  WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS 
AND  MANUFACTURERS  OF  MEDICINAL 
PREPARATIONS. 

A  MEETING  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  Palatine 
Hotel,  Manchester,  on  Thursday,  April  21.  Mr.  W.  Parkin- 
son, J.P.,  M.P.S. ,  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a 
numerous  attendance. 

The  Three  Months'  Grace. 
The  President  reported  that  since  the  last  meeting  he 
and  the  Secretary  had  interviewed  the  Inland  Revenue 
Board  as  to  an  extension  of  time  beyond  December  31. 
1903,  for  the  change  of  labels,  and  a  letter  was  received 
granting  another  three  months,  so  that  the  difficulties  of 
the  situation  were  in  part  removed. 

"  Bulk  "  and  "  Bile." 

The  Association  considered  the  matter  of  dutiable  goods- 
sold  in  bulk,  especially  as  to  the  Board's  giving  permission 
for  4-lb.  bottles  of  cough-mixture,  &c.,  to  be  terme.di 
"bulk,"  and  therefore  entitled  to  be  recommended  on  the 
label  without  a  stamp  if  the  contents  were  sold  and 
delivered  in  consumer's  own  vessels.  This  permission 
was  afterwards  withdrawn,  and  the  trade  was  informedi 
through  the  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  that 
the  4-lb.  bulk  package  was  only  to  apply  to  cough-lozenges. 

With  reference  to  the  word  "bile"  the  Secretary  (Mr. 
R.  C.  Wren)  read  correspondence  between  the  AssociatioiE 
and  the  Inland  Revenue  Department,  and  reported  that 
they  were  waiting  a  further  reply. 

Vaseline. 

The  meeting  considered  the  question  of  the  supply  o£ 
vaseline  in  bulk,  which  has  been  temporarily  stopped,  and; 
the  Secretary  was  empowered  to  approach  the  Chese- 
brough  Company  to  obtain  a  definite  statement  from  them 
as  to  the  course  they  intend  to  take  in  the  future  with-, 
reference  to  the  supply  of  this  article  to  packers  and, 
wholesale  houses. 


The  Question  of  Notice. — "To  what  notice  is  the 
aesistant^in  the  pharmacy  or  the  laboratory — entitled 
under  French  law?"  is  the  question  studied  by  M. 
Labussiere.  So  far  as  the  "shop"  assistant  is  concerned.. 
Article  38  of  the  Decree  of  Thermidor  of  the  Year  XI.  of 
the  "One  and  Indivisible  Republic"  (which  is  the  law 
controlling  such  matters),  would  seem  clearly  to  establish! 
that  he  can  leave  his  employment  at  a  week's  notice,, 
although  "reciprocity  '  in  this  respect  is  by  no  means 
clearly  assured  to  the  master.  The  laboratory  assistant,  it 
appears,  comes  under  the  heading  of  an  unskilled  labourer,, 
and  is  liable  to  dismissal  without  notice.  But  there  is- 
great  divergence  of  views  on  these  points,  and  out  of  a 
dozen  disputes  scarcely  two  are  settled  on  the  same  lines. 
M.  Labussiere  suggests  that  a  written  contract,  stipulating, 
a  week's  notice  on  each  side,  would  be  far  more  satisfactory;- 
to  all  parties. 
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A  Meeting  of  the  Executive 

was   held   at   36  York   Place,    Edinburgh,    on  Friday, 
April  22,  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott,  F.R.S.E.,  presiding. 

Personal. 

The  Assistant-Sb:ceetary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  T. 
Maben  resigning  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Executive 
owing  to  his  removal  to  London,  and  a  resolution  expres- 
sing the  regret  of  the  Executive  and  their  appreciation  of 
his  services  was  passed.  I 

Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  was  asked  to  occupy  the  vice-chair 
owing  to  the  absence  of  Mr.  Thomas  Dunlop  through 
illness,  and  was  also  requested  to  convey  to  Mr.  Dunlop 
the  sympathy  of  his  fellow-members. 

Vextilation  of  the  Laboratories. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  submitted  particulars  of  a 
conference  with  an  engineer  respecting  the  ventilation  of 
the  hall  and  laboratories  which  the  Council  had  sanctioned 
at  a  cost  not  exceeding  100/.  The  Board  of  Examiners 
had  expressed  their  satisfaction  with  the  improvement, 
and  the  Executive  adopted  the  report  of  the  Committee 
■which  had  charge  of  the  matter. 

Collection  of  Subscriptions. 
Some  conversation  took  place  regarding  the  collection  of 
.subscriptions,  Mr.  Currie,  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Boa,  and  Mr. 
Mitchell  taking  part  in  it,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
to  recommend  the  Council  to  revert  to  the  former  practice 
of  entrusting  the  collection  to  Divisional  Secretaries. 

Election  of  Annuitants. 

Mr.  Currie  brought  before  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee the  question  of  applicants  for  annuities  spending 
money  in  order  to  secure  election,  and  suggested  that, 
instead  of  the  subscribers  to  the  fund  voting  for  the  can- 
didates, the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  should  be  en- 
trusted with  the  duty  of  selecting  and  appointing  suitable 
persons  as  annuitants.  He  mentioned  incidentally  that 
the  candidate  who  was  most  deserving  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee  was  not  elected  on  the  last  occasion.  He 
pointed  out,  moreover,  that  if  the  committee  were 
entrusted  with  the  appointments  as  much  would  be  saved 
yearly  in  postage  as  would  enable  them  to  appoint  another 
annuitant.  Mr.  Doig  agreed  with  Mr.  Currie,  and,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Chairman,  the  question  was  held  over 
for  the  new  Executive  to  deal  with.  ' 

-    '  The  B.Sc.  Degree  in  Pharmacy. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  laid  on  the  table  a  draft  of 
the  ordinance  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Senatus  of  each 
of  the  four  Universities  on  February  20  and  is  at  present 
in  their  hands.  The  report  of  the  committee  stated  that 
they  had  had  a  satisfactory  interview  with  a  committee  of 
the  Senatus  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  and  that  Mr. 
Tocher  and  Mr.  Currie  had  had  an  interview  with  Pro- 
fessor Gray,  Dean  of  the  Science  Faculty  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Glasgow,  which  was  also  satisfactory.  As  a  result 
of  the  negotiations  with  the  four  Universities  they  had 
now  the  complete  draft  of  the  ordinance  for  the  regula- 
tions for  the  degree  of  B.Sc.  in  Pharmacy  and  a  cur- 
riculum of  study  for  pharmaceutical  students.  They  were 
now  waiting  the  formal  sanction  of  the  four  Universities. 
As  soon  as  the  sanction  of  the  Universities,  and  the  pro- 
cedure necessary  to  complete  that  sanction,  is  obtained,  the 
degree  will  be  open  to  pharmacists  in  all  the  Scottish 
Universities. 

Mr.  Doig  asked  if  they  were  to  understand  that  holders 
of  the  degree  were  not  to  be  allowed  to  advertise. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  said  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh had  asked  the  committee  to  furnish  them  with  some 
assurance  that  graduates  would  not  use  their  degree  for 


advertising  or  trade  purposes  in  an  offensive  way,  and 
Mr.  Tocher  had  drafted  a  declaration  to  be  signed  by 
graduates  promising  not  to  offend  in  that  way. 
Mr.  Kerr  :  You  could  not  put  it  on  the  labels  ? 
Mr.  Hill  :  I  think  you  could  put  it  on  the  labels.  That 
would  be  using  it  professionally.    The  Senatus  just  wanted 
us  to  say,  "  1  promise  not  to  use  this  degree  in  any  offen- 
sive way  for  advertising-purposes." 
The  subject  then  dropped. 

Dispensing  Medicines  for  Pooriiouses. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  said  that  Mr.  Spence  (Lin- 
lithgow) was  unable  to  be  present  at  their  meeting,  but 
he  hact  sent  a  letter  drawing  attention  to  the  report  issued 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  for  Scotland  on  the 
administration  of  poor-law  medical  relief. 

Mr.  Spence  in  his  letter  said  :  "It  appears  to  me  that 
a  favourable  opportunity  occurs  to  try  and  influence  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  favour  of  having  dispensing 
done  by  qualified  chemists  in  poorhouses  instead  of,  as  at 
present,  by  the  visiting  medical  man."  He  suggested  that 
a  resolution  such  as  this  should  be  passed  by  the  meeting  : 

That  a  special  committee  of  the  Executive,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Boa,  Dott,  Cowie,  and  Hill,  bo  appointed  to  inter- 
view the  Local  Government  Board  and  point  out  to  them 
the  advisability  of  having  visiting  or  resident  dispensers 
other  than  the  appointed  medical  officer  for  all  poorhouses, 
irrespective  of  size  or  number  of  inmates. 

Mr.  Kerr  asked  if  the  report  referred  to  the  poorhouses 
in  Scotland. 

Mr.  Hill  said  the  full  report  was  issued  a  week  ago  by 
the  Departmental  Committee.  It  was  a  purely  Scotch 
subject.  This  was  a  rather  important  report,  and  the 
point  was  that  medicines  should  as  far  as  possible  be  dis- 
pensed by  chemists,  and  that  the  visiting  dispenser  should 
be  a  qualified  chemist.  The  report  was  noticed  by  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  and  the  Editor  had  been  kind 
enough  to  send  him  an  advance  proof  of  an  article  which 
was  to  appear  in  that  week's  issue  (see  C.  J>  D.,  April  23, 
page  653).  One  of  the  points  was  that  they  recommended 
that  medicines  should  as  far  as  possible  be  dispensed  by 
chemists,  and  that  the  visiting  or  resident  dispensers 
should  be  qualified  chemists,  not  doctors,  retired  soldiers, 
or  anybody  else  but  qualified  chemists. 
The  Chairman  :  As  far  as  possible. 
Mr.  Doig  thought  it  should  be  almost  possible  to  do  that 
universally. 

Mr.  Hill,  asked  how  the  large  poorhouses  in  Edinburgh 
do,  said  prescriptions  for  the  outdoor  poor  are  dispensed 
by  a  chemist. 

Mr.  Giles  :  According  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
by  visiting  dispensers  going  for  so  many  hours  a  day  and 
dispensing  medicines. 

Mr.  J.  P.  GiLMOUR  said  that  in  all  the  poorhouses  in 
Glasgow  the  resident  dispensers  are  qualified  and  approved 
men.  For  the  outdoor  patients  they  had  erected  district 
dispensaries  on  a  very  elaborate  scale,  and  the  chief  dis- 
penser in  these  institutions  is  qualified. 

Mr.  Giles  said  in  Aberdeen  it  is  done  by  the  dispensing 
of  medicines  being  given  to  a  chemist  in  the  town,  who 
gets  all  the  prescriptions  and  bottles  from  the  poorhouse, 
mixes  up  the  medicines,  and  they  are  called  for  in  the 
afternoon. 

Mr.  Hill  asked  if  that  was  done  at  a  scheduled  price  or 
j  a  lump  sum  for  the  year. 

Mr.  Giles  :  A  lump  sum  for  the  year. 
Mr.  Hill  :  That  is  what  they  are  going  to  stop. 
Mr.  Doig  proposed  that  the  subject  be  remitted  to  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  to  bring  up  a  report  at  next 
meeting. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

;  Other  Business. 

It  was  decided  to  thank  by  letter  those  who  had  assisted 
I  the  scientific  meetings  during  the  year. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  was  read  thanking  the 
Executive  for  the  assistance  that  had  been  given  to  the 
Council  in  regard  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill.    The  Assistant- 
I  Secretary  explained  that  Mr.  Storrar  had  secured  the  name 
'  of  Mr.  Munro-Ferguson  to  back  the  Bill,  but  by  some 
oversight  it  had  been  excluded. 
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It  was  decided  to  provide  additional  bookcases  for  the 
library  at  a  cost  of  about  121. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  to  the  Council  was 
considered  in  committee,  and  it  was  remitted  to  the  Chair- 
man and  Assistant-Secretary  to  finally  adjust  it  for  trans- 
mission to  the  Council. 

Friday,  June  17,  was  fixed  as  the  date  of  the  election 
of  the  new  Executive. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  reported  that  a  large  number 
of  members  want  the  Society's  premises  to  be  put  on  the 
telephone  exchange,  and  the  matter  was  reserved  for 
future  consideration. 

The  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  thanked  the  Society  for 
the  privilege  of  holding  committee-meetings  of  the  Club  at 
36  .York  Place,  and  the  Assistant-Secretary  for  his  unfail- 
ing courtesy. 


Scientific  Meeting. 

,  The  sixth  and  closing  meeting  of  the  session  was  held 
after  the  executive  meeting  at  11.30  a.m.  Although  the 
attendance  was  not  so  large  as  at  the  evening  meeting, 
there  were  present  quite  a  number  of  country  members. 
Mr.  Boa  took  the  chair  while  Mr.  Dott  read  a  paper  on 

Manganese  in  Zinc  Sulphate. 

Manganese  is  not  mentioned  among  the  impurities 
probably  present  in  zinc  sulphate  in  the  ofRcial  tests.  Mr. 
Dott  liad  suspected  the  presence  of  manganese  in  a  sample 
received  for  examination,  from  the  colour  of  the  am- 
monium-sulphide precipitate.  On  testing  with  borax  and 
sodium-carbonate  beads  the  amethyst  and  green  colours 
respectively  confirmed  his  suspicion.  A  portion  of  the  salt 
was  dissolved  in  water  with  a  little  sodium-acetate,  and 
the  solution,  after  addition  of  bromine- water,  was  warmed. 
A  dark-brown  precipitate  quickly  formed,  consisting  ■  of 
manganese  dioxide  mixed  with  some  iron  oxide.  The 
amount  was  approximately  determined  by  ignition  of  the 
precipitated  oxide,  and  found  equal  to  4.06  per  cent,  of 
crystallised  manganese  sulphate.  It  would  therefore  seem 
desirable  to  include  manganese  among  the  possible  im- 
purities of  zinc  sulphate  in  the  B.P.  tests.  It  was  sug- 
gested that  the  final  clause  of  the  official  characters  and 
tests  should  read:  "It  should  yield  .  .  .only  the  slightest 
reactions  with  the  tests  for  iron,  manganese,  or  chlorides." 
Manganese  is  a  recognised  constituent  of  several  zinc  ores, 
and  probably  exists  in  all  of  them.  This  may  be  the  source 
of  the  contamination,  or  it  may  be  due  to  permanganate 
used  in  the  process  of  purification  as  described  by  Stolba 
("A.  J.  P.,"  1877,  page  72),  or  the  process  described  by 
Prunier  ("Journal  de  Phar.  et  de  Chem."  (5)  V.,  page  608). 

At  the  request  of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  gave  a 
demonstration  of  Dr.  Marshall's  test  for  manganese.  During 
his  research  on  the  persulphates.  Dr.  Marshall  discovered 
that  they  furnish  exceedingly  delicate  tests  for  the  detection 
of  small  traces  of  manganese.  Mr.  Hill  dissolved  some  of 
Mr.  Dott's  sample  in  a  preparation  of  1  in  2,000  of  water, 
and  on  adding  to  this  a  little  nitric  acid  and  a  drop  or  two 
of  nitrate-of-silver  solution,  then  a  small  pinch  of  am- 
monium persulphate,  and  heating,  the  liquid  became  deeply 
pink  in  colour  from  the  formation  of  permanganic  acid.  This 
is  a  modification  of,  and  an  improvement  on,  Crum's  test. 
He  had  examined  a  very  large  number  of  zinc  salts,  and  in 
every  case  but  one  he  found  distinct  evidence  of  the  presence 
of  rnanganese  in  greater  or  less  proportion.  The  only  ex- 
ception he  had  come  aci-oss  as  yet  was  a  specimen  of  zinc 
acetate,  and  whether  it  was  the  acetic  acid  preventing  the 
formation^  or  not  he  could  not  say.  On  testing  oxalate  of 
zinc,  a  pink  colour  was  not  developed.  It  was  supposed 
that  the  reducing  action  of  the  oxalic  radical  interferes,  and 
this  was  proved  to  be  so  on  destroying  the  oxalic  radical 
with  sulphuric  acid,  when  the  resulting  solution  immedi- 
ately gave  a  pink  colour.  He  had  found  very  distinct 
prevalence  of  manganese  in  a  specimen  of  ordinary  zinc 
calamine,  and  there  are  in  the  Branch  museum  a  very 
old  specimen,  belonging  to  the  Martius  collection,  certainly 
forty  or  fifty  ^  years  old,  labelled  "  Zincum  carbonicum 
manga;:lialtig,"  and  a  specimen  of  ordinary  zinc  sulphate 
presented  to  the  museum  early  in  the  history  of  the  Branch 
by  Mr.  John  Mackay.  It  is  stated  on  the  label  to  be  made 
by  oxidisation  of  the  native  zinc  sulphide,  and  was  found 
on  examination  to  contain  a  large  percentage  of  manganese, 
resembling  in  many  respects  the  sample  shown  by  Mr.  Dott. 
ile  had  never  seen  any  other  sample  that  contained  any- 
thing like  the  quantity  in  Mr.  Dott's  sample. 

discussion.  _ 

Dr.  Dobbin  pointed  out  that,  as  Mr.  Hill  knew  quite 
well,  if  he  examined  other  salts  besides  zinc  salts,  he 


I  would  find  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  specimen 
I  absolutely  free  from  manganese.  He  was  beside  Dr. 
Marshall  when  he  was  working  at  his  test,  and  he  had 
extreme  difficulty  in  finding  anything  which  did  not 
respond.  It  was  only  after  some  investigation  that  he 
was  quite  satisfied  he  was  in  possession  of  samples  of 
silver  nitrate  free  from  manganese.  He  had  succeeded 
in  getting  very  few  salts  which  did  not  give  any  reaction. 
Oxalic  acid  would  interfere  with  the  reaction,  or  any 
other  reducing  organic  matter.'  Mr.  Dott's  paper ,  showed 
to  what  extent  an  impurity  of  this  kind  might  be  present 
and  remain  unsuspected  for  almost  any  length  of  time. 

Mr.  Barrie  asked  if  the  silver  nitrate  is  an  essential 
part  of  the  test,  and  said  that  in  Crum's  test  it  is  necessary 
;  to  get  rid  of  chlorides. 

Mr.  Hill  said  Dr.  Marshall  recommended  that  the 
nitrate  of  silver  should  be  always  added,  and  in  the  case 
of  chlorides  it  is  necessary  to  add  more  than  sufficient  to 
precipitate  all  the  chlorides,  and  then  they  got  the 
reaction. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  Dott  for  his  paper, 
and  to  Mr.  Hill  for  the  demonstration, 
t      The  next  paper  read  was  a 

Note  on  the  Inttsraction  of  Sodium  Arsenate  and  Lead 
Acetate. 

By  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 

According  to  the  official  quantitative  test  of  the  purity  of 
;  sodium    arsenate,    "a    solution    of    1    gram    of  sodium 
I  arsenate  with  1  of  .glacial  .acetio  acid  in  50  cubic  centi- 
!  metres  of  water,  should  require  2.03  grams  of  lead  acetate 
for  complete  precipitation."    Particular  attention  was  first 
directed  to  this  test  by  a  note  in  the  "  Pharmaceutical 
Journal"  [P.  J.  63  (1899),  page_  324]  to  the  eft'ect  that  the 
stated  quantity  of  lead  acetate  is  incorrect,  inasmuch  as  it 
I   is  assumed  that  the  precipitate  which  is  produced  consists 
j  of  acid  lead  arsenate,  PbHAs04,  instead  of  normal  lead 
arsenate,   Pb3(AsO<)2.      The  note  states  that  1  gram  of 
sodium  arsenate  will  require  3.05  grams  of  lead  acetate 
instead  of  2.03  grams,  the  official  figure.    A  similar  opinion 
regarding  the  test  was  afterwards  expressed  by  Barrie 
[C.  &  D.  56  (1890),  page  884] ;  and  this  opinion  having  been 
controverted  in  one  of  the  pharmaceutical  text-books,  it  was 
recently  re-asserted  as  substantially  correct  by  the  same 
!  author"[P.  J.  72  (1904),  page  85],  who  stated,  however,  that 
he  omitted  the  addition  of  the  acetic  acid  when  carrying 
out  the  test.    More  recently  still.  Nay  lor  has  stated  [P.  J. 
■  72  (1904),  page  363]  that  the  apparent  discrepancy  observed 
by  Barrie  is  due  to  acetic  acid  having  been  used  in  one  case 
and  not  in  the  other. 

As  experiments  in  support  of  the  statements  just  referred 
to  were  either  not  mentioned  at  all,  or  were  only  referred 
to  in  very  general  terms,  it  seemed  desirable  to  investigate 
the  matter  further.  For  this  purpose  two  solutions  were 
prepared,  each  containing  about  40  grams  of  lead  acetate  in 
the  litre,  but  No.  1  contained  a  small  quantity  of  added 
;  acetic  acid,  "while  No.  2  was  simply  an  aqueous  solution. 
'  The  proportion. of  lead  in  each  of  these  solutions  was  then 
accurately  determined.  A  third  solution  containing  about 
40  grams  of  ordinary  sodium  arsenate,  NazHAsO.,  in  the 
litre  was  also  prepared,  and  in  it  the  arsenic  radical  was 
accurately  determined.  By  calculation  it  was  then  easy  to 
ascertain  what  volumes  of  the  respective  solutions  had  to 
bo  employed  in  order  that  the  sodium  arsenate  and  the  lead 
:  acetate  might  be  mixed  in  any  desired  pi'oportions.  ,In 
carrying  out  the  following  experiments,  one  or  two  facts 
were  noted  which  do  not  appear  to  have  been  recorded 
hitherto. 

A.  2.03  grams  lead  acetate  (Sol.  No.  1)  was  gradually 
added  to  a  solution  of  1  gram  sodium  arsenate,  this  being 
in  the  ration  Pb:AsO..  On  filtration  the  filrate  was  found 
to  contain  a  large  excess  of  the  arsenic  radical,  showing 
that  much  of  the  lead  had  been  used  up  in  forming  a  pre- 
cipitate which  did  not  consist  of  PbHAsO.. 

B.  The  exact  proportion  was  determined  in  which  tho 
lead-acetate  solution  (No.   1)  had  to  be '  mixed  with  the 

'  sodium  arsenate  solution  so  that  no  excess  of  lead  or  of 
arsenic  radical  remained.  The  quantity  of  the  lead  solution 
required  for  a  given  weight  of  arsenate  was  found  to  be 
intermediate  between  that  necessary  to  form  PbHAsO.  ex- 
clusively and  that  required  to  form  Pb3(AsO0^  exclusively, 
and  it  indicated  that  over  75  per  cent,  of  the  arsenic  radical 
was  used  up  to  produce  the  former  of  these  two  salts. 

C.  2.03  grams  lead  acetate  (Sol.  No.  2)  was  gradually 
added  to  a  solution  of  1  gram  sodium  arsenate  and  1  gram 
glacial  acetic  acid  in  50  c.c.  water.  On  filtration  the  fil- 
trate contained  a  small  but  distinct  excess  of  the  arsenic 
radical.    It  was  found,  however,  that  2.05  grams  of  lead 
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acetate  (instead  of  2.03  grams)  completely  precipitated 
1  gram  of  sodium  arsenate,  and  this  figure  indicated  that 
1.7  per  cent,  of  the  arsenic  radical  was  precipitated  as 
PbslAsO,)^  even  in  presence  of  the  quantity  of  acetic  acid 
officially  prescribed. 

D.  3.05  grams  load  acetate  (Sol.  No.  2)  was  gradually 
added  to  a  solution  of  1  gram  sodium  arsenate  in  50  c.c. 
water,  in  absence  of  any  added  acetic  acid,  this  being  in 
the  ratio  3Pb:2As04.  On  filtering  a  portion  almost  im- 
mediately after  the  mixture  was  made,  the  filtrate,  which 
was  distinctly  but  not  strongly  acid,  was  found  to  contain  a 
■slight  excess  of  lead;  and  as  the  proportions  of  the  salts 
employed  in  this  case  were  those  required  for  the  formation 
of  normal  lead  arsenate,  Pb3(AsOj)2,  it  is  apparent  that  it 
is  mainly  this  salt  which  is  at  first  formed,  under  the  con- 
ditions of  this  experiment.  When  a  second  portion  of  the 
jnixture  was  allowed  to  stand  over-night,  then  filtered,  the 
filtrate  was  found  to  contain  lead  in  greatly  increased 
quantity ;  from  which  it  appears  that  the  normal  lead 
arsenate  which  is  first  formed  is  not  in  equilibrium  with  the 
somewhat  acid  solution,  and  that  it  gradually  changes, 
partially  at  least,  into  the  acid  arsenate,  with  the  simul- 
taneous passing  of  some  lead  into  solution  again.  When  a 
third  portion  of  the  mixture  was  shaken  up  for  a  few 
minutes  with  a  moderate  quantity  of  dilute  acetic  acid, 
then  filtered,  the  filtrate  contained  lead  in  largo  quantity, 
owing  to  the  conversion  of  Pb3(AsO,)2  into  PbllAsO.,  with 
simultaneous  formation  of  lead  acetate,  having  been  greatly 
furthered. 

These  experiments  appear  to  warrant  the  following  con- 
clusions : 

1.  That  when  ordinary  sodium  arsenate  and  lead  acetate 
interact  in  aqueous  solution,  normal  lead  arsenate  is  at 
first  the  chief  product,  despite  the  fact  that  the  mixture 
becomes  slightly  acid  owing  to  the  liberation  of  acetic  acid. 

2.  That  in  the  presence  of  added  acetic  acid,  even  in  com- 
paratively small  quantity,  the  formation  of  normal  lead 
arsenate  is  so  seriously  interfered  with  that  acid  lead 
arsenate  largely  predominates  in  the  precipitate. 

3.  That  the  official  quantitative  test  of  purity  of  sodium 
arsenate  is  substantially,  although  not  strictly,  accurate. 

No  evidence  of  the  solubility  of  acid  lead  arsenate  in 
dilute  acetic  acid  was  obtained.  On  the  contrary,  when  lead 
acetate  was  added  to  solution  of  sodium  arsenate  containing 
the  proportion  of  acetic  acid  laid  down  in  the  official  test, 
but  \yith  the  precaution  that  the  sodium  arsenate  should 
remain  in  slight  excess,  there  was  no  perceptible  darkening 
of  the  filtrate  when  it  was  treated  in  the  cold  with  hydrogen 
sulphide.  It  seems  probable  that  the  supposed  solubility 
of  lead  arsenate  in  acetic  acid,  as  noted  by  Barrie  [P.  J.  72 
(1904),  page  85],  was  really  duo  to  the  conversion  of  normal 
into  acid  lead  arsenate  with  formation  of  lead  acetate  in 
solution,  in  accordance  with  the  equation: 

PbaiAsO.)  a  +  2HaH30.  =  2PbH  AsO.  +  Pb  (C  JI^O.),. 
Following  this  came  a  second  paper  by  the  same  author, 
entitled 

A  Soluble  Potassium  Feriiic  Aesenite. 
In  the  discussion  which  followed  the  reading  of  a  note  on 
an  arsenic,  iron,  and  quinine  mixture,  contributed  by  Miss 
Borrowman  to  this  Branch  in  February  last,  Mr.  lluther- 
tord  Hill  mentioned  that  the  formation  of  the  precipitate  of 
ferric  arsenite,  which  gradually  separated  from  the  mixture 
in  question,  was  prevented  by  the  addition  of  a  small 
quantity  of  liquor  potasste.  This  observation  led  the  author 
to  exa.mine  the  behaviour  of  precipitated  ferric  arsenite 
towards  a  solution  of  potassium  liydroxido,  when  it  was 
found  that  the  precipitate,  when  freshly  formed,  dissolved 
in  the  alkaline  solution  with  great  readiness  and  yielded  a 
dark  reddish-brown  solution. 

_  On  looking  up  the  literature  concerning  ferric  arsenite, 
it  was  found  that  Guibourt  [Journal  de  Cliimie  Medicate  (2) 
5  (1839),  page  314]  had  observed  the  complete  solubility  in 
sodium  hydroxide,  of  a  sample  of  ferric  arsenite  which  he 
had  obtained  as  a  dark-yellow  precipitate  by  the  inter- 
action of  solutions  of  sodium  arsenite  and  ferric  sulphate 
and  for  which  analysis  indicated  the  formula :  2Fe,03' 
3As.O,,  7H.0.  The  solution  of  this  sub  stance  in  sodium 
hydroxide  was  transparent  and  dark-red,  and  was  not 
rendered  turbid  by  exposure  to  air  nor  bv  the  action  of  ' 
carbonic  anhydride.  Guibourt  only  states  further  with  re- 
spect to  the  solution  that  when  it  was  evaporated  to  dryness 
a  reddish  material  resulted,  which,  although  attacked  with 
difficulty  by  water,  was  at  length  almost  completely  dis- 
solved by  it. 

For  the  purpose  of  further  investigation  of  the  matter, 
a  quantity  of  ferric  arsenite  was  prepared  by  the  interaction 
of  potassium  arsenite  and  ferric  chloride.  The  yellowish- 
brown  precipitate  so  obtained  was  well  washed  with  water, 
and  then  some  potassium  hydroxide  solution  was  shaken  up 
with  successive  portions  of  it  till  no  more  would  dissolve  ' 


the  quantity  of  precipitate  which  went  into  solution  in  this 
!  way  being  surprisingly  large.  The  resulting  solution  had 
an  intensely  dark  reddish-brown  colour  and  was  strongly 
alkaline.  On  evaporating  a  few  drops  of  this  solution  to 
dryness  on  a  watch-glass,  a  shining  non-crystallino  residue 
was  obtained,  which  was  of  a  rich  reddish-brown  colour, 
and  closely  resembled  the  various  well-known  "scale" 
preparations  in  the  readiness  with  which  it  broke  up  and 
parted  from  the  glass.  The  remainder  of  the  solution  was 
then  poured  out  in  thin  layers  on  glass  or  porcelain  plates 
and  evaporated  to  dryness  by  the  aid  of  a  very  gentle  heat, 
and  in  this  way  an  abundant  supply  of  a  fine  scale  prepara- 
tion was  obtained.  The  substance  so  prepared  remains 
quite  dry  and  appears  to  be  unchanged,  or  very  nearly  so, 
by  exposure  to  the  air.  It  dissolves  readily  and  completely 
in  cold  water,  and  forms  a  strongly  alkaline  solution.  On 
i  treatment  with  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  the  acjueous  solu- 
tion first  yields  a  precipitate,  which  no  doubt  consists  of 
ferric  arsenite,  but  the  precipitate  dissolves  easily  when 
the  acid  is  added  in  sufficient  excess.  Gently  heated  by 
itself  in  a  dry  tube,  the  substance  yields  a  considerable 
quantity  of  water,  and  the  residue,  when  heated  more 
strongly,  fuses  to  a  dark-brown  liquid,  while  a  very  slight 
'  sublimate  of  arsenious  anhydride  is  formed. 

Potassium,  iron,  and  ar.senium  were  determined  in  a 
weighed  quantity,  and  the  following  results  were  obtained: 
K  13.14  per  cent.  ;  Fe  15.79  per  cent.  ;  As  37.77  per  cent. 

These  figures  indicate  that  potassium  and  arsenium  are 
present  in  the  ratio  2K  :  3As.  and  that  iron  and  arsenium 
are  present  in  the  ratio  5Fc :  9As.  This  latter  ratio 
is  not  the  same  as  that  found  by  Guibourt  in  his  ferric 
arsenite  (which  had  2Fe :  3As),  but  no  special  significance 
need  be  attached  to  this  fact,  since  ferric  arsenites  witli 
widely  varying  proportions  of  iron  and  arsenium  have  been 
prepared  by  different  methods. 
The  above  proportions  are  not  capable  of  representation 
I  by  a  quite  simple  formula,  but  they  correspond  closely  to 
the  formula  :  6K2O,  5Fej03,  GAs^Oa,  2411^0,  which  requires : 
K  13.08  per  cent.  ;  Fe  15.65  per  cent.  ;  As  37.73  per  cent. 

Only  one  specimen  of  the  compound  was  prepared  and 
analysed,  but  there  appears  to  be  no  reason  to  suppose  that, 
by  observing  the  same  mode  of  procedure  on  successive 
occasions,  products  of  uniform  composition  could  not  be 
obtained.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  a  preparation  of 
this  description  may  find  any  useful  application  in  medicine^ 
A  portion  of  the  original  precipitate  of  ferric  arsenite 
was  dissolved  in  solution  of  sodium  hydroxide,  and  tho 
solution  was  evaporated  to  dryness.  As  stated  by  Guibourt, 
the  residue  was  found  to  dissolve  slowly,  and  eventually 
almost  completely,  in  water. 

The  behaviour  of  a  further  portion  of  the  precipitate  of 
ferric  arsenite  towards  solution  of  ammonia  was  also  ex- 
amined. Dilute  solution  of  ammonia,  in  tho  cold,  seemed  to 
be  almost  without  action  upon  it,  but  when  the  nearly 
saturated  solution  of  ammonia  was  heated  with  it  for  a 
short  time,  a  large  quantity  dissolved.  On  evaporating  tho 
solution  to  dryness  at  a  very  gentle  heat,  a  shining  residue 
was  obtained  which  was  practically  identical  in  appearance 
with  the  potassium  compound  described  above.  This  sub- 
stance, however,  is  insoluble  in  water.  When  heated  with 
solution  of  sodium  hydroxide,  it  gives  oft'  ammonia  in  con- 
siderable quantity.  Ammonia  is  also  given  off,  along  with 
water,  when  the  substance  is  very  gently  heated  in  a  dry 
tube ;  and  when  the  tube  is  more  strongly  heated  an 
abundant  sublimate  of  arsenious  anhydride  is  obtained, 
while  a  dark  reddish-brown  residue,  which  does  not  fuse  at 
a  red  heat,  is  left  behind. 

DISCUSSION.  '  ' 

Mr.  Barrie,  in  the  course  of  a  short  speech  on  tlie  first 
of  these  papers,  said  the  point  of  his  paper  was  that  the 
test  should  be  taken  out  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  complimented  Dr.  Dobbin  on  his  papers, 
and  said  the  potassium  ferric  arsenate  would  be  a  useful 
salt.  The  relative  therapeutic  activity  of  the  arsenious 
and  arsenic  compounds  had  hpon  the  subject  of  very  care- 
ful investigation,  which  showed  that  the  arsenious 
arsenium  is  about  twice  as  active  therapeutically  as  the 
arsenic,  and  therefore  the  new  compound  would  be  much 
more  active  than  ferrous  arsenate.  It  is  also  a  convenient 
soluble  form  of  the  compound  of  iron  and  arsenic,  the 
iron  being  present  in  a  non-astringent  condition. 

The  C^HAiRMAN  said  Dr.  Dobbin  had  investigated  with 
his  usual  accuracy  and  skill.  At  the  same  time,  he  agreed 
with  Mr.  Barrie  that  the  best  thing  would  be  to  abolish 
the  lead  test  from  the  Pharmacopceia  and  substitute  some- 
thing better. 

Dr.  Dobbin  said  he  also  agreed  with  Mr.  Barrie.  The 
test  is  one  he  would  never  think  of  using,  either  in  the 
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form  in  which  it  is  laid  down  in  the  Pharmaccpa-ia  or  any 
modification  of  it. 

Dr.  Dobbin  was  cordially  thanked  for  his  contributions. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Ferrier  next  made  a  communication  on 

The  Official  Formul.e  for  Magnesium,  Lead,  and  Zino 
c  arson  ates. 

The  author  examined  commercial  magnesium  carbonates 
gravimetrically  and  volumetrically  and  failed  to  find  any 
100  per  cent,  pure;  there  was  a  shortage  of  0.71  per  cent, 
of  carbonate  and  0.57  per  cent,  of  hydroxide.  He  prepared 
small  cjuantities  of  the  heavy  and  light  carbonates  by  the 
official  process,  determined  Mg,  COi,  and  H;0  in  them, 
and  found  the  quantities  slightly  different  from  those  re- 
quired by  the  official  chemical  formula.  He  described  the 
influences  which  aft'ect  the  chemical  composition  of  the 
carbonates,  and  submitted,  in  view  of  the  internal  changes 
to  which  the  compound  is  liable,  and  which  Vv'ere  proved 
by  his  experiments,  that  it  would  be  advisable  that  a  note 
to  this  effect  be  attached  to  its  monogr-aph  in  subsequent 
editions  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  No  arbitrary  form  seems 
justifiable,  and  the  number  of  molecules  of  carbonate, 
hydroxide,  and  water  should  bo  indicated  in  terms  of  "  x." 
In  view  of  the  authoritative  acceptance  of  the  B.  P.  in  Sale 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  proceedings  it  is  undesirable  that 
the  standard  should  have  the  rigidity  of  a  definite  formula. 
He  referred  to  the  pronencss  of  the  carbonates  of  lead  and 
zinc  to  hydrolyse,  yet  the  B.P.  gives  no  indication  of  the 
fact,  nor  are  they  furnished  with  any  working  recipe  whereby 
salts  corresponding  to  the  official  form.ulte  may  be  produced. 
In  the  next  B.P.  these  details  would  probably  receive 
attention. 

THE  DISCUSSION 

brought  out  no  new  point,  Mr.  Lothian  thinking,  after 
hearing  the  paper,  that  the  B.P.  formul;e  are  approxi- 
mately right.  Mr.  Hill  congratulated  the  author  on  this 
his  first  appearance  before  the  Society  as  an  investigator, 
and  agreed  that  an  explanatory  note  in  the  B.P.  respecting 
magnesium  carbonate  is  necessary.  The  Author,  having 
been  thanked,  briefly  replied,  and  a  paper  was  then  read 
entitled 

Notes  and  Sugcestioxs  on  the  British  Pharm.acopceia, 
1898. 

By  John  Lothian,  Ph.C. 

Gli/cerin  Suppositories. — The  following  is  a  shorter  way 
of  making  B.P.  suppositories: 

Distilled  water    2  parts 

Gelatin  ...       ...       ...       ...    1  part 

Glycerin  5  parts 

Dissolve  the  gelatin  in  the  water  on  a  water-bath,  warm 
the  glycerin  to  the  same  temperature,  add  and  mix. 

The  percentage  of  glycerin  in  the  finished  mass  is  about 
69,  and  the  water  is  the  same  as  in  the  evaporation-process. 

Oramilar  Effervescent  Preparations. — An  ideal  mass  is 
obtained  by  using  certain  definite  proportions  of  the  citric 
and  tartaric  acids ;  but  the  propox'tions  of  acids  require 
in  almost  every  case  to  be  varied  according  to  the  nature 
and  amount  of  the  medicament  to  be  incorporated.  These 
are  given  for  B.P.  preparations  in  the  following  table: 


Citric 

Tartaric 

Sodium 

Acid 

Acid 

Bicarbonate 

Sodii  citro-tartras.  eff. 

1 

1-5 

17 

Caffeinifi  citras  eff. 

1 

1-5 

16-66 

Sodii  phosph.  eff. 

1 

1-5 

16-66 

Sodii  .sulph.  eff.   

1 

1-5 

16-66 

Magnesii  sulph.  eff  

1 

1-52 

16-66 

Lithii  citras  eff.   

1 

1-48 

19  33 

Lunan  and  Davidson  recommended  a  temperature  of 
70°  C.  for  granulating  and  50°  C.  for  drying,  but  for  the 
B.P.  formulae  the  author  considered  100°  C.  most  convenient, 
using  on  the  small  scale  a  water-bath  and  on  the  large 
Bcale  a  steam-jacketed  dish.  The  dish  should  be  uniformly 
heated  to  this  temperature  before  the  mixture  is  trans- 
ferred to  it,  and  the  granulation  performed  as  quickly  as 
possible. 

Melting-points. — For  cera  flava  the  author  finds  the 
"cooling-curve"  method  answered  well.  A  quantity  of 
the  wax  is  heated  (a  2-oz.  cylindrical  tobacco-tin  with  a 
hole  punched  in  the  lid,  through  which  a  cork  carrying  a 
thermometer  is  inserted,  forms  a  suitable  vessel)  to  a  few 


degrees  above  its  melting-point.  Readings  arc  taken  every 
half-minute  or  so,  and  a  curve  obtained  measuring  times- 
horizontally  and  temperatures  vertically.  The  horizontal 
portion  of  the  curve  corresponds  to  the  melting-point,  nc 
apparent  cooling  taking  place  there  owing  to  tho  heafi 
given  cut  during  solidification. 


COOLING  CUR.VE,o^VELLOW  W/xX 


149 
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This  method  is  not  so  suitable  for  paraffinum  durum,  a 
number  of  stationary  points  on  the  curve  being  observed 
probably  due  to  the  different  hydrocarbons  of  which  the 
1  wax  is  composed.    The  overcooling  method  works  admir- 
I  ably  for  carbolic   acid.      A   long   test-tube   is   filled  with 
sufficient    of    the    melted    phenol    to    reach  the  probable 
melting-point  on  the  stem  of  the  inserted  thermometer, 
some  cotton-wool  placed  round  the  orifice,  and  the  test-tube 
j  with  thermometer  clamped  in  a  retort-stand  and  kept  per- 
fectly still.    The  liquid  frequently  overcools  far  below  the 
melting-point ;  on  agitating  solidification  takes  place,  the 
temperature  suddenly  rising  to  the  melting-point  and  re- 
maining stationary  for  some  time. 

Sapo  Mollis  and  Sapo  Durus. — The  author  suggested  the 
following  formulae  which  are  satisfactory  : 

Sapo  Mollis. 

Olive  oil  100  parts 

Solid  potassium  hydroxide   21  parts 

Water   100  parts 

Alcohol  (90-per-cent.)   20  parts 

Boll  by  means  of  a  steam-bath  until  the  oil  is  saponified, 
adding  if  necessai-y  a  little  more  spirit  to  assist  the  saponi- 
fication. 

SaiTO  Durus. 

Olive  oil   100  parts 

Soda  lye  sp.  gr.  1.33    50  parts 

Alcohol  (90-per-cent.)   30  parts 

Heat  on  a  steam-bath  until  saponification  is  complete. 
The  soap  thus  formed  is  dissolved  in  300  parts  of  hot  dis- 
tilled water,  and  salted  out  by  adding  a  filtered  solution 
of  25  parts  of  sodium  chloride  and  5  parts  of  crystallised 
sodium  carbonate  in  80  parts  of  water. 

An  official  solution  of  soft  soap  is  much  wanted.  Oleates 
of  a  more  uniform  nature  can  be  prepared  by  using  a 
genuine  olive-oil  soap  instead  of  Castile  soap. 

Volumetric  Determinations. — Tho  author  again  advocated 
the  adoption  of  potassium  permanganate  as  an  official  volu- 
metric solution  for  oxidising-purposes,  suggesting  iron  salts, 
solution  of  hydrogen  peroxide,  and  sodium  nitrite  as  articles 
to  be  estimated  by  it. 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  George  Lunan  opened  this,  reverting  to  the  work 
done  by  Mr.  Alexander  Davidson  and  himself,  and  saying 
that  their  conclusions  as  to  temperature  are  right  for  work 
on  a  small  scale,  although  for  the  larger  scale  a  higher 
temperature  may  be  necessary. 

Dr.  Dobbin  commended  the  remarks  on  permanganate, 
and  said  it  is  a  distinct  flaw  that  the  B.P.  does  not  use 
it  for  oxalic  acid. 

Mr.  Mitchell  (Inverness)  asked  if  permanganate  has 
not  to  be  adjusted  every  time  it  is  used. 

Mr.  CuRRiE  accentuated  Mr.  Lothian's  remarks  with 
regard  to  the  preparation  of  effervescing  granules  and  the 
'  quantity  of  acids.  He  found  from  experience  that  the 
making  of  granules  according  to  the  B.P.  quantities  is 
I  not  strictly  workable,  and  the  results  he  had  had  induced 
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him  to  alter  the  quantity  of  citric  acid  in  order  to  get 
the  product  in  a  proper  granular  form. 

The  Chairman  said  he  did  not  know  if  it  is  a  very 
convenient  thing  to  have  a  preparation  of  soft  soap  con- 
taining spirit.  The  Pharmacopceia  should  rather  give  a 
complete  test  for  ascertaining  the  purity  of  these  soaps. 
Regarding  potassium  permanganate  as  a  test,  his  experience 
was  that  potassium  bichromate  is  better  in  some  cases. 

Mr.  Lothian  replied,  and  was  thanked  for  his  com- 
munication. 

The  members  then  lunched  together. 


Private  Conference. 

In  the  afternoon  a  private  conference  Avas  held,  when  a 
long  discussion  took  place  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill  and  the 
Medicine-stamp  Acts.  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  opened  the 
discussion  on  prospective  legislation  affecting  pharmacy, 
and  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  that  on  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts. 
At  the  close  of  the  conference  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Giles, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Kerr,  and  unanimously  agreed 

That  this  meeting  regards  the  prospective  early  intro- 
duction of  a  Government  Poison  Bill  in  the  House  of 
Lords  as  a  matter  demanding  the  most  watchful  attention 
of  the  Council ;  i"enews  its  expression  of  concurrence  with 
the  minority  report  of  Mr.  Walter  Hills  as  indicating  the 
only  safe  line  for  any  amendment  of  poison  legislation; 
iind  urges  pharmacists  in  Scotland  to  take  every  oppor- 
tunity of  influencing  members  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment and  parliamentary  candidates  in  favour  of  the  policy 
as  embodiod  in  the  Pliarniacy  Bill  and  against  the  views 
on  the  majority  report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  on 
Poisons  which  contravened  those  expressed  by  Mr.  Walter 
Hills.  Further,  this  meeting  suggests  that  the  Executive 
might  consider  the  propriety  of  inviting  the  directors  of 
the  Scottish  Chamber  of  Agriculture  to  formulate  any 
objections  they  may  have  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill  with  the 
view  to  having  them  mot  and  disposed  of  satisfactorily, 
and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the 
Council. 

With  regard  to  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  CuMMiNGS  (Dundee)  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  to  ask  the  Council  to  consider  the  recent  conces- 
sions made  to  persons  who  had  served  an  apprenticeship 
with  a  chemist  and  druggist  and  to  certain  limited  com- 
panies with  a  view  to  safeguarding  the  interests  of 
chemists  under  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts. 


EXAMINATIONS  IN  LONDON. 

We  have  received  from  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  the  following  lists  of 
successful  candidates  at  the  recent  examinations  held  in 
London  for  qualification  as  pharmaceutical  chemists  and 
chemists  and  druggists  respectively  : 

Major. 

Hockin,  Arthur  W.,  Stockwell 
Keene,  HedleyH.,  Kennington 
Kirby,  Francis  B.,  Cla])ham 
Pickles,  W.  H.,  New  Brighton 
Wade,  Alfred,  Harlesden 
Walker,  F.  G.  C.,  London 


Baxter,  P.  C,  Walthamstow 
Bedell,  Margaret  I.,  London 
Oaws,  Hilda  B.,  London 
Clarke,  Arthur  S.,  London 
'  Dallimore,  Frank,  Ormskirk 
Gilliatt,  Alice,  Brixton 
Hill,  W.,  Ashton-in-Makeriield  1  Wood,  Charles  E.,  Liverpool 


Minor. 


Aldridge,  Frank  S..  Ipsv/ieh 
Armitstead,  John,  Whitefield 
Armstrong.  G.  B.  N.,  London 
Baker,  Henry,  Didsliury 
Banh  im,  Albert  E.,  Loudon 
Barrett,  Kees,  London 
Baxter,  .James  Robert,  Whitby 
Betten,  Hugh,  Sherborne 
Boon,  F.  W.,  Kirton-in-Lindsey 
Boultbee,  ('has.  B.,  Dulwich 
Boys,  Marion  Lucy,  Epsom 
Bratley,  A.  L.,  P.mtefract 
Brown,  Richard  R.,  Padiham 
Burton,  W.  Reading,  Hereford 
Burr,  W.  Walter,  Southboro' 
Oaulton,  -John  S.,  Marehay 
Chapman.  Fredk.  T.,  Crowle 
(Sherrington,  G.  B.,  Newark 
Clark,  Herbert  Holmes,  Leeds 


Clarke,  Harry  A..  Rkipton 
(!ope,  .'Vrthur  G.,  Congleton 
Cornell,  J.  Raymond.  Ipswich 
Crockall.  Lawrence.  Wigan 
(h'oss,  W.  G.,  jun.,  Shrewsbury 
CurtLs,  H.  N.  R.,  Brighton 
Davidson.  Andrew,  Bristol 
Davies,  Frank,  Oldham 
Davies,  Morgan  Rhys,  Cardiff 
Deacon,  W.,  New  Swindon 
Derrington,  Nellie,  Birming- 
ham 

Draper,  Thomas,  Uppingham 
Evans,  F.  L.,  Abergavenny 
Evans,  Percy,  Carnarvon 
Evans,  William,  Llanelly 
Flood,  Arthur,  London 
Forbes.  .John  P.,  Leigh,  Lanes. 
Gabb,  Leslie,  Birmingham 


Giles,  Francis  Joseph,  London 
Goldswoi-thy,  C.  H.,  Brighton 
Gray,  Percy,  Cambridge 
Griffith,  L.  J.,  Bournemouth 
Hague,  Samuel  W.,  Lincoln 
Hambling,  .Jane,  Eltham 
Harding,  T.  L.,  Shaftesbury 
Harris,  Freilk.  E.,  Cambridge 
Harrison,  Arthur,  Horncastle 
Harrison,  Clement,  Honicastle 
Hartley,  Tom  Herbert,  Burnley 
Highley,  Herbert,  Rochdale 
Hilton,  Norman  li  ,  Honiton 
Hodges,  Edward  H.,  Southsea 
Hodges,  Fras.  Sully,  Bristol 
Holmes,  Ernest  (i  ,  Clapham 
Hopkins,  Frank  G.,  Leighton 

Buzzard 
Hopkiuson,  A.  .J.,  Canterbury 
Hudson,  R.  A.,  Cranbrook 
Hutchinson,  O.  T.,  Kennington 
Jenkins,  Henry  W.,  Brecon 
Leeson,  Leonard  J.,  Solihull 
Lowe,  Wilfrid,  Salford 
MacGregor,  J.  F.  S.,  Jjondon 
Mann,  George  S.,  London 
Manners,  Samuel,  Montrose 
May,  Frecik.  B.,  Manchester 
Meyer,  W.  Holford,  Garstang 
Morrison.  John,  Jjondon 
Morton,  Wni.  E.,  Huntingdon 
Needham,  Arthur,  Stalybridge 
Nelson,  Chas.  T.,  York 
Nicholas,  George,  Clapham 
Nicholson,  T.  B.,  Farnworth 
Norris,  George,  Ely 
O'Dea,  George,  Nottingham 
Oldham,  John  B.,  Barslcm 
Palmer,  G.  W.  B.,  Princetown 


Patterson,  J.  M..  Manchester 
Pearce,  Stanley  L.,  Tavistock 
J'ickering,  J.  J.,  Ijangwathby 
I'ugb.  R.  .Jones,  Porthcawl 
Ransford.  Leonard,  Folkestone 
Raper,  George,  Liverpool 
Reed,  1-".  Stanley,  Birmingham 
Richards. C.  S.,W'olverhampton 
Riley,  Walter,  Derby 
R.ixen,  Ernest  A.,  Teddington 
Roberts.  Hugh,  Plaistow 
Robcitsou,  W.  A.  S.,  Plymouth 
Robinson,  Win.  G.,  (irinisViy 
Salter,  .Josi  ph  E.,  1-ondon 
Sandwith,  Rowland,  Br.iokni  11 
Sawdon,  Geo.  W..  Barking 
Searle,  Fredk.  AVra.,  London 
Sheasby,  H  ,  Kidderminster 
Simmons,  S.  J.,  Letheringsett 
Smith,  Ernest  Wra.,  Lincoln 
Smith,  Herbert  A..  London 
Snow,  Harris  C  Winchester 
Stilts,  Henry  Wm.,  Donc.ister 
Stopforth,  William  H.,  Wignn 
Stroud,  Vivian  B..  Dagenham 
Tavcrncr,  Joseph  S.,  Liverpcol 
Thomson.  Sanil.  T..  Lerwick 
'J'ice,  Lennox,  Norwich 
Tout,  William  Hy.,  Plymouth 
Waslin,  Wm.  Cressey,  Hull 
Wassail,  Alice,  Kidderminster 
Webster,  .John  AVm.,  Oldham 
Weddle,  Wm.  G.,  Liverpool 
Wliite,  Hy.  P.,  Bournemouth 
White,  Wm.  H.,  Cheltenham 
Wicks,  F.  C.  G.,  London 
Williams,  Wm.  Robt.,  Cardiff 
Woolf,  Francis  Wm.,  Redruth 
Wynne,  Edw.  W. ,  Aberystwith 


Xcgal  1Report9. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Aerated-w.vier  Bottles. 

In  the  King's  Bench  Division,  Dublin,  this  week,  in  the 
case  of  Cantrell  &  Cochrane  and  Grattan  &  Co.  (Limited), 
chemists,  Belfast,  v.  John  Cross,  jun.,  an  application  Vvas 
made,  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs,  to  have  consents  mad'3 
a  rule  of  Court.  The  actions  were  brought  to  restrain  the 
defendant,  a  mineral-water  manufacturer  in  Clonmel  and 
Limerick,  from  filling  soda-v/ater  bottles  branded  with 
plaintiffs'  trade-mark.  The  consent  provided  for  a  per- 
petual injunction  to  restrain  defendant  from  the  act  cvm- 
plained  of.     The  application  was  granted. 

Krees  r.  FuERST. 
This  action  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Warrington,  in  the 
Chancery  Division,  cn  Tuesday,  April  26.  Mr.  Rowden, 
K.C.,  and  Mr.  Jessel  appeared  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr. 
Hart  for  the  defendants.  Mr.  Rowden  said  the  plaintiff, 
Dr  Krebs,  is  a  manufacturer  of  photographic  chemicals 
and  preparations  in  Germany.  He  entered  into  an  agree- 
m.ent  with  the  defendants,  Messrs.  Fuerst  Brothers, 
London,  imder  which  he  appointed  them  his  exclusive 
agents  in  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  for  the  sale  cf 
goods.  Plaintiff  had  terminated  that  agreement,  and  he- 
now  claimed  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendants  frrm 
representing  that  they  are  sole  agents  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
from  threatening  the  customers  of  plaintiff's  new  agents. 
The  defendants  were  willing  to  give  an  undertaking  in 
the  terms  of  the  notice  of  motion,  with  the  proviso  that 
it  was  not  to  hinder  them  disposing  of  all  the  plaintiff's 
goods  which  they  had  in  stock.  This  would  alio  be  with- 
out prejudice  to  any  arrangement  which  might  be  n^ado 
herealter  by  the  parties  to  refer  the  dispute  to  a  lay 
substitute.  Mr.  Hart  assented,  and  said  he  understord 
that  Mr.  Rowden  agreed  tnat  plaintiff  in  circularising  tlia 
trade  as  to  the  change  of  agency  ought  not  to  say  any- 
thing which  would  in  the  least  reflect  on  defendants.  Mr. 
Rowden  concurred,  and  said  any  circular  should  be  per- 
fectly colourless  in  its  language.  It  was  then  arranged 
that  "the  action  should  stand  over  for  speedy  trial. 
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Personal  Injuries. 

An  action  of  a  somewhat  peculiar  character  has  been 
decided  in  the  King's  Bench  Division  this  week  by  Mr. 
Justice  Ridley  and  a  special  jury.  It  was  brought  by  the 
father  of  a  boy  named  Mervyn  Havelock  against  the 
King's  Norton  Metal  Company  (Limited),  to  recover 
damages,  under  common  law,  for  personal  injuries  suffered 
owing  to  the  alleged  negligence  of  the  defendants  while 
engaged  in  their  premises  at  Abbey  Wood,  Plumstead, 
Kent.  The  lad  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  in  March, 
1903,  was  employed  by  the  manager  of  the  defendants  to 
flash  percussion  caps.  He  got  some  instructions  from  a 
■boy  named  Blackerby  how  to  do  the  work,  and  on 
April  4,  when  taking  the  ca|Ds  out  of  a  box,  they  ex- 
ploded and  he  suffered  such  injuries  that  now  his  lower 
left  arm  and  hand  had  withered,  the' left  eye  was  en- 
tirely gone,  and  the  vision  of  the  right  eye  very  much 
injured.  His  counsel  (Mr.  Shearman,  K.C.)  argued  that 
the  work  was  dangerous  and  that  the  company  were 
responsible  for  the  injuries,  consequent  on  inadequate 
instructions.  Mr.  Walter  F.'  Reid,  F.I.C.,  was  the  princi- 
pal expert  witness  for  the  plaintiff,  and  he  deposed  that 
the  work  upon  which  the  lad  was  employed  was  extremely 
dangerous  and  ought  not  to  have  been  entrusted  to  a 
boy.  Mr.  William  McNab',  F.I.C,  was  of  the  same 
•opinion.  Mr.  Danckwerts, '  K.C.  (who  appeared  for  the 
defence),  submitted  that  the  process  if  properly  gone 
through  was  perfectly  safe  and  "  the  Explosive  Depart- 
ment at  the  Home  Office  had  sanctioned  it  as  a  proper 
one.  Mr.  Justice  Ridley  put;  a  series  of  questions  to 
the  jury,  which  they  answered  in  such  a  way  as  to  give 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  1,000?.  damages. 

Medical  Acts. 

Illegal  Use  of  Titles. 
Lewis  Hirst,  169  Thornton  Road,  Bradford,  was  sum- 
moned at  Bradford,  on  April  25,  on  two  counts  of  unlaw- 
fully taking  and  using  the  name,  title,  and  description  of 
doctor  and  physician.  The  Medical  Defence  Union  pro- 
secuted, and  it  was  explained  that  defendant  described 
himself  on  posters  as  of  over  sixty  years'  experience ;  and 
said,  "Consult  King  &  Co.,  Thornton  Road,  Bradford, 
qualified  physician  and  surgeon  in  attendance."  A 
letter  was  written  to  the  address  given  for  a  price-list, 
and  in  reply  a  circular  was  received  referring  to  certain 
diseases.  At  the  back  of  the  circular  were  the  words, 
"  Confidential  medical  advice."  Visits  to  the  defendant's 
premises  were  paid  by  certain  witnesses,  and  on  each 
occasion  the  defendant  described  himself  as  Dr.  Hirst. 
The  Stipendiary,  after  hearing  evidence,  said  the  public 
were  indebted  to  the  prosecution  for  having  brought  the 
case;  the  defendant  was  nothing  but  a  "quack."  He 
imposed  the  maximum  penalty,  20?.,  on  each  of  the  two 
charges,  with  28s.  costs,  or  an  alternative  of  one  month's 
^hard  labour  in  each  case. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

CoD-LivER  Oil. 

At  Southwark  Police  Court  on  April  27,  Edward  Lardent, 
herbalist,  347  Southwark  Park  Road,  was  summoned  before 
Mr.  Cecil  Chapman  for  selling  cod-liver  oil  which  Mr. 
Bodmer,  public  analyst,  reported  to  contain  at  least  90  per 
■cent,  of  fish  oil.  Mr.  Muir,  who  represented  the  Bermond- 
sey  Borough  Council,  said  the  offence  was  a  very  serious 
•one  for  this  reason — cod-liver  oil  is  a  very  useful  drug  in  a 
poor  district  like  Bermondsey,  but  fish  oil  is  absolutely 
detrimental,  because  it  would  destroy  the  digestive  power 
of  a  child.  Dr.  R.  K.  Brown,  medical  officer  of  health, 
gave  evidence  in  support  of  this  statement.  Mr.  Kirby, 
who  defended,  said  that  the  wholesale  house,  as  well  as 
the  defendant,  were  free  from  blame,  because  they  pur- 
chased it  as  cod-liver  oil.  .  The  Magistrate  pointed  out 
that  on  the  bottle  which  contained  the  cod-liver  oil  sold 
by  the  defendant,  to  the,  inspector,  was  the  description, 
"Pure  selected  cod-liyer  .oil."  Mi"-  Muir  said  the  whole- 
sale value  of  cod-liver  oil  is  15.s.  2(1.  per  gal.,  and  of  fish 
oil  2s.  2cl.  per  gal.  The  Magistrate  :  It  looks  as  if  the 
defendant  himself  did  not  tamper  with  it.    Mr.  Muir  :  He 


should  have  protected  himself  with  a  warranty.  The 
defendant  was  fined  20.?.  and  5?.  5-?.  costs. 

Joseph  Lardent  (the  father  of  the  previous  defendant), 
120  Tanner  Street,  Bermondsey,  was  fined  20?.  and  5/.  5s. 
costs  for  a  similar  offence. 

Jessie  Whittaker,  232  Southwark  Park  Road,  was  also 
summoned  for  selling  cod-liver  oil  of  a  like  nature.  The 
Magistrate  said  that  in  this  case  the  w'holesale  dealers 

!  (Messrs.  Overall)  had  given  a  clear  warranty  on  the  label. 

j  The  manager  for  Messrs.  Overall  &  Co.  (Limited)  stated 
that  his  firm  had  a  guarantee  with  the  oil,  and  they  there- 
fore guaranteed  it  to  the  purchaser.  The  defendant  was 
fined  206-.  and  10?.  10*.  costs. 


County  Court  Cases. 

The  Stearin-free  Oil  Case. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  case  of  Joy  v.  Palmer, 
heard  by  Judge  Rentoul,  K.C,  in  the  City  of  London 
Court,  referred  to  the  supply  of  certain  oil  free  from 
stearin  above  40°  F.  Judgment  was  given  in  the  case  and 
reported  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  March  25.  As 
a  sequel  to  it,  on  April  26  Mr.  Ralph  Bankes,  for  the 
defendants  (Meissrs.  P.  H.  Palmer  &  Co.,  9  Mincing 
liane,  E.C.)  asked  to  extend  the  time  in  which  the  de- 
fendants could  apply  for  a  new  trial.  He  explained  that, 
owing  to  some  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  a  rule  of  the 
court  (an  old  one  having  been  quoted  and  acted  upon 
when  a  new  one  was  actually  in  force),  his  clients  had  been 
defeated,  and  since  then  the  Easter  holidays  intervened 
aU'i  he  was  out  of  time  for  the  application  for  a  new  trial, 
me  matter  was  argued  at  some  length  by  the  Judge  and 
Mr.  Bray  (for  the  plaintiffs),  and  ultimately  the  Judge 
decided  that  in  the  interests  of  all  parties  the  be.st  thing 
would  be  to  refuse  the  application,  with  costs. 

A  Question  of  Salary. 

Messrs.  Forrest,  Livesey  &  Co.,  chemists,  Preston, 
were  the  plaintiffs,  and  Edmund  Topping,  chemist,  Pres- 
ton, the  defendant  in  a  judgment  summons  heard  at  the 
Preston  County  Court  on  April  26.  Defendant  failed  to 
put  in  an  appearance  before  the  Registrar,  and  judgment 
for  the  payment  of  4?.  in  a  month  (in  default  twenty  days' 
imprisonment,  suspended  for  a  month)  was  given  against 
him.  However,  he  afterwards  appealed  to  Judge  Coven- 
try for  an  adjournment,  on  the  ground  that  the  judgment 
was  made  on  a  wrong  basis,  as  his  salary  is  only  30.s.  a 
week,  out  of  which  he  contributed  a  third  towards  the 
support  of  his  father.  He  further  alleged  that  he  was  in 
attendance  when  the  court  opened,  but  by  a  trick  of  the 
plaintiffs  he  had  been  kept  talking  in  the  lobby  of  the 
court  while  the  case  was  called.  Plaintiffs,  it  appeared, 
recently  obtained  judgment  against  Topping  for  costs  in 
a  Chancery  action,  an  order  being  made  for  the  payment 
of  2?.  per  month.  Mr.  Blackhurst,  on  behalf  of  the 
plaintiffs,  stated  it  had  been  given  in  evidence  that  de- 
fendant was  earning  3?.  a  week,  and  that  his  Honour  had 
committed  him  on  four  or  five  occasions,  and  Topping  had 
always  paid  the  money.  Defendant  :  Yes;  I  have  had  to 
borrow  8?.  to  keep  out  of  prison.  His  Honour  adjourned 
the  proceedings  until  the  next  court,  and  informed  de- 
fendant he  would  have  to  bring  evidence  to  show  what  he 
earns. 


BanUruptc^  IReport 


Ite  Henet  Baldwin  (trading  as  "  Henry  Baldwin  &  Son  "), 
98a  Bury  New  Road,  Manchester,  Medicated-lozenge  and 
Liquid-chlorodyne  Manufacturer.— The  receivnig  order  m 
this  case  was  made  on  the  debtor's  own  petition  on  April  9, 
and  from  the  accounts  filed  under  the  proceedings  the 
liabilities  (unsecured)  amount  to  220?.  Os.  7(7.,  and  total 
assets  67/.  14s.  9d.  The  Official  Receiver  m  his  observations 
states  that  the  debtor  started  in  business  about  twenty-three 
vears  ago,  with  about  30?.  free  capital;  he  has  traded  as 
''Henry  Baldwin  &  Son"  for  the  past  fourteen  years, 
notwithstanding  that  his  son  has  never  been  in  partnership 
with  him,  but  oiilv  an  employe.  He  has  not  kept  sufhcient 
i  books  of  account '(particularly,  neither  cashbook  nor  credi- 
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tors'  ledger),  and  while  in  business  has  only  once  prepared  a 
statement  of  his  assets  and  liabilities,  about  eipht  months 
ago,  to  lay  before  a  private  meeting  of  his  creditors.  He 
attributes  his  deficiency  to  unanticipated  loss  on  realisation 
of  assets  {38^.  8s.  8(?.),  medical  attendance  on  his  former 
wife  (30^.),  insurance  premiums  {^1.  IS.s.),  and  household 
anu  personal  expenditure  in  excess  of  income  and  profits 
(78/.  19s.  2d.)  He  first  became  aware  of  his  insolvency 
"  about  eighteen  months  ago,"  and  has  since  contracted 
some  of  his  existing  liabilities.  His  wife  is  tenant  of 
6  Vernon  Street,  Cheetham,  and  claims  the  bulk  of  the  furni- 
ture therein  as  purchases  since  her  marriage  out  of  her 
previous  earnings.    The  following  are  creditors  : 


Burton,  Son  &  Sanders,  ^Manchester 
London  Essence  Co.,  London  ... 

Muniby,  J.,  Manchester  

Sleath,   E.   W.,   Manchester  ... 

Smith,  T.  &  H.,  London  

Stephenson,  J.  V.,  Manchester 
White  &  Son  (Limited),  Hull  ... 


£  s.  (1. 

70  11  10 

12  0  4 

13  0  0 
16  16  2 
3.5  0  0 
28  15  7 
16    0  0 


Beet)  of  arranaenteitt 


Simms,  Tames,  Bridge  Street,  Banbridge,  co.  Down,  druggist 
and  grocer. _  Arrangement  for  payment  of  a  composition 
of  12s.  bd.  in  the  pound,  in  three  instalment.5-  of  4s.  2(1. 
each,  on  July  8  and  November  8,  1904,  and  March  8,  1905, 
respectively ;  second  and  third  instalments  to  be  secured 
by  the  joint  and  several  promissory  notes  of  petitioner 
and  two  sureties.  Dated,  April  14;  filed,  April  20; 
secured  creditors,  1,667/.  Is.  Id.  ;  unsecured  liabilities, 
1,002?.  5s.  2d. ;  estimated  net  assets,  849i'.  7s.  4tZ. 


(Ba3ette. 

Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Brigham,  J.  X..,  and  Thomas,  C.  C,  under  the  style  of 
Drs.  Brigham  &  Crewdson  Thomas,  West  Hill,  Sydenham, 
S.E.,  general  medical  practitioners. 

Carter,  T.  Itt.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  and  BXartin,  R.  C, 

M.1?.C,S.,  L.R.C.P.,  under  the  style  of  Carter  &  Martin, 
Bristol,  physicians,  surgeons,  and  apothecaries. 
Tones,  T.  B.,  and  Dawson,  H.  G.  F.,  imder  the  style  of 
Jones  &  Dawson,  Birkcidicad,  jAysicians  and  surgeons. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Rkceivixg  Ordek. 

Owen,  Edward,  Newtown,  Montgomeryshire,  chemist. 

Okdi'i:  JI.\de  on  Application  for  Disch.4ege. 

Brunsden,  Edward  Ernest,  Reading,  chemist's  assistant, 
discharge  rclused. 


mew  Coiitpaiuee  anb  Compain^  Mem, 

Antikito  Syndicate  (Limited).— Capital  7.000/.,  in  1/ 
shares.  Objects  :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  J.  E.  Preston- 
aiuddock  and  H.  C.  Dodson,  and  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  toilet  preparations  and 
chemists'  and  druggists'  sundries,  chemists,  druggists, 
brokers,  agents,  storekeepers,  &o.  The  first  directors  are 
J.  E.  Preston-Muddock,  S.  Reid,  and  T.  H.  Hewitt.  Quali- 
hcahon  50/.    Registered  office,  64  Outer  Temple,  Strand, 

PiRKEECK'S  SE.4RCHLIGHT  PiLL  COMPANY  (LIMITED).— Capital 

2,000/.  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business 
earned  on  by  E.  Birkbeck  as  a  pill-manufacturer  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  pill  and  patent-medicine  manufac- 
turers and  retailers,  chemists,  druggists,  drvsalters,  oil  and 
colour  men,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  S.  Birkbeck  and 
•To  A  .'10°"'  ^  Corporation  Street,  Manchester;  J.  Royle, 
18  Albert  Square,  Manchester,  estate  agent ;  F.  W.  Heaton, 
bidmouth  Street.  Salford,  electrical  engineer;  H.  Steele, 
1)  ^idgelield,  Manchester,  incorporated  accountant;  J 
Bardeslev,  327  Deansgate,  jManchester.  licensed  victualler; 
and  W.  B.  Deacon,  47  Greame  Street,  IMoss  Side,  Manches- 
ter, clerk.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are 
E.  Birkbeck,  T.  P.  Nelson,  F.  W.  Heaton,  and  J.  Royle 
Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company. 


E.  T.  TowLE  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  10,500/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  pill-manu- 
facturcrs  and  manufacturers  of  patent  medicines,  &c.,  now 
carried  on  by  the  executors  of  the  late  E.  T.  Towle,  at 
Long  Row.  Nottingham,  as  "  E.  T.  Towle  &  Co.,"  includ- 
ing the  'recipes  for  the  manufacture  of  Towle's  steel  pills, 
to  adopt  an  agreement  with  W.  F.  Towle  and  others,  and 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in 
all  kinds  of  medicines,  medicinal  preparations  and  drugs, 
chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  invalid-food  manufacturers, 
&c.  The  first  subscribers  are :  W.  F.  Towle,  Holmcroft, 
GedJing,  Notts,  accountant ;  A.  Towle,  42  Chaworth  Street, 
West  ■  Bridgford,  Notts,  architect;  E.  T.  Towle,  37  Highfield 
Road,  West  Bridgford,  Notts,  gentleman  ;  Mrs.  A.  Towle, 
Holmcroft,  Gedling,  Notts ;  Mrs.  C.  M.  Towle,  42  Chaworth 
Road.  West  Bridgford,  Notts;  T.  C.  Orton,  Thelma  Villa, 
Gedling,  Notts,  gentleman;  and  F.  Mercliant,  2  St.  Peter's 
Church  Walk,  Nottingham,  chartered  accountant.  No  initial 
public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  W.  F.  Towle  and  F. 
Merchant.  Qualification,  100/.  shares  or  debentures.  Re- 
muneration, 100/.  per  annum,  divisible  (subject  to  any 
agreement  with  managing  directors).  Registered  ofi&ce, 
4  Byard  Lane,  Nottingham. 

CtTXSON,  Gereakd  &  Co.  (Limite_d).— Capital  50,000/.,  in  10/. 
shares  (2,500  6  per  cent,  cumulated  preference).  Objects :'  To 
carry  on  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  elsewhere  the  business  of 
manufacturers  of  and  importers  of  and  dealers  in  surgical 
dressings,'  bandages,  bandage-cloths,  cotton  and  .  woollen 
goods,  lint,  cotton-wool,  waddings,  plasters,  waterpro<5f 
materials,  surgical  and  dental  appliances,  elastic  hosiery, 
sanitary  towels,  chemicals,  invalids'  foods,  drug'gists'  sun- 
dries, orthopaedic  instruments,  artificial  limbs,  hospital, 
sui^gery.  and  laboratory  furniture  and  fittings,  ambulances, 
invalid  and  nursing  appliances,  perfumes,  pharmaceutical, 
medicinal,  and  other  appliances,  optical,  photographic,  elec- 
trical, bacteriological,  and  scientific  instruments  and,  mate- 
rials, tablets,  capsules,  bottles,  paper  boxes,  packing-cases, 
receptacles,  and  similar  goods,  manufacturers  and  vendors 
of  machines  and  utensils  for  producing  any  of  the  above- 
mentioned  articles,  drug-grinders,  oil  pressers  and  drawers, 
seed-crushers.  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are:  J.  Cuxsori, 
Crown  Buildings,  Corporation  Street,  Birmingham,  manu- 
facturer;'  A.  W.  Gerrard,  Crown  Buildings,  Corporation- 
Street,  Birmingham,  pharmaceutical  chemist;  R.  J.  Parr, 
20  Temple  Row,  Birmingharn,  .solicitor;  W.  J.  Edwards,. 
7  Waterloo  Street,  Birmingham,  chartered  accountant ;  H.  C. 
Lewis,  Llyfnant,  King's  Norton,  chartered  accountant ;  J.  H. 
Amos,  Fountain  Lane,  Oldbury,  works-foreman  ;  and  E.  J. 
George,  Bcscot  View,  Walsall,  cashier.  No  initial  public- 
i.ssue.  The  number  of  directors  is  not  to  bo  fewer  thair  two- 
nor  more  than  five;  the  first  are  J.  Cuxson,  A.  W.  Gerrard, 
and  W.  J.  Edwards.  Qualification,  500/.  The  two  first- 
named  are  managing  directors.  Remuneration  of  manag- 
ing directors  as  determined  by  the  board ;  of  others  as 
fixecl  by  the  companv.  Registered  olEce,  Crown  Buildings,. 
Corporation  Street,  Birmingham. 


Borax  Consolidated  (Limited). — The  directors  announce- 
an  interim-  dividend  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  per  annum 
for  the  quarter  ended  December  31  last,  payable  on  and' 
after  May  2,  1904,  against  surrender  of  coupon  No.  15. 

■  Cheap  &  Good,  Limited. — This  company  has  gone  into- 
voluntary  liquidation.  The  liabilities  are  stated  at  9,000/. 
and  a.ssots,  after  deducting  preferential  claims,  3,830/.,. 
showing  an  apparent  dividend  of  8s.  6fZ.  in  the  pound, 
subject  to  expenses.  A  meeting  of  creditors  held  '  on 
April  14  was  adjourned  for  a  fortnight  and  a  committee 
of  investigation  appointed. 

Edward  Cook  &  Co.  (Limited).— The  annual  meeting  of 
shareholders  was  held  at  the  East  London  Soap-works,  Bow, 
E.,  on  April  26,  Mr.  Samuel  Hall,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  in  the 
chair.  The  Chairman  first  referred  to  the  death  of  Mr. 
William  Cook  and  to  the  retirement  from  the  directorate 
(owing  to  protracted  ill-health)  of  Mr.  Will  iam  Martyn 
Cook.  Mr  E.  Miall  Cook  has  been  appointed  managing 
director  of  the  general  business.  The  profit  for  the' year 
is  satisfactory.  A  very  substantial  amount  is  carried  for- 
ward. Value  of  stock  stands  at  a  considerably  reduced 
figure  b\ying  to  reduction  in  market  prices.  The  Chairman 
moved  '•  That  the  directors'  I'eport  and  balance-sheet  uji  to 
December  31,  1903,  be  approved  and  adopted;  that  the 
sum  of  14,128/.  14s.  3(/.  be  set  aside  as  debenture  interest, 
trustees'  fees,  preference  dividend,  managing  directors' 
remuneration  and  provision  for  bonus  to  employees,  and 
that  the  balance  of  profit,  6,866/.  7s.  9(/.,  be  carried  forward 
to  1904 ;  also  that  the  payment  of  the  dividend  on  tho 
preference  shares  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum  he 
approved."  This  was  seconded  and  unanimously  adopted. 
Mr.  Hall  was  re-elected  a  director  and  the  auditors  wcro 
re-appointed. 
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Mi'fUcr  Session. 


Teesside  Chemists'  Association. 

A  MKETING  of  this  A-50citttion  was  held  at  the  Albany- 
Restaurant  on  April  21  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  Mr. 
W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  and  discussing  the  varied 
Question?  of  Trade  Ixterest. 
The  President  (Mr.  R.  E.  Bainbridge)  occupied  the 
chair.  Mr.  Glvn-Jone^  in  his  address  emphasised  the 
advantages  of  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association,  and  ex- 
plained to  the  meeting  the  various  ways  in  which  that 
Association  renders  valuable  help  to  its  members.  In 
referring  to  the  recent  decisions  of  the  Inland  Revenue 
authorities  he  described  the  way  in  which  the  now  well- 
known  case  of  influenza-pastilles  was  tried,  and  how  aris- 
ing out  of  that  the  exemption  of  chemists  was  discovered 
and  enforced  in  the  test-case  which  decided  so  much  in 
tlieir  interests.  The  advantages  accruing  to  duly  qualified 
chemists  by  the  decision  of  the  Judge  are  many,  and  he 
urged  that  chemists  should  make  the  most  of  their  privi- 
leges to  their  material  benefit. 

In  replying  to  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Glyn- 
JoNE.s  said  that  he  knew  nothing  more  of  the  Government 
Pharmacy  Bill  than  what  had  already  been  made  public. 
The  Government  have  been  .stirred  up  by  interested  parties, 
and  in  all  probability  the  Bill  would  be  largely  on  the  lines 
of  the  majority  report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  on 
Poisons.    He  had  no  hope*  whatever  of  the  Bill  being 
acceptable  to  chemists.    With  regard  to  Clause  7  in  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  now  before  the  House  of  Commons,  he  ccn- 
.sidered  this  the  all-important  point,  without  which  the 
^Biir would  be  of  very  little  value.    There  were  other  good 
points  in  the  Bill — the  registration  of  shops  and  of  assist- 
:ants  and  so  on — but  in  his  opinion  Clause  7  must  become  law 
i)y  hook  or  crook.    The  question  of  compromise  must  be 
deferred  until  a  suitable  alternative  is  put  forward,  but  up 
■to  the  present  no  alternative  has  been  advanced  that 
would  bear  scrutiny. 

Mr.  FiNLAYSON  asked  what  the  Council  proposed  to  do 
in  the  question  of  appointment  of  an  Organising  Secretary, 
and,  in  urging  that  attention  should  be  given  to  this  ques- 
tion, referred  to  the  great  bulk  of  chemists  who,  owing  to 
their  own  laziness  and  want  of  interest,  never  saw  an 
official  of  the  Society.  If  those  apatiietic  members  v/ere 
intervievved  by  an  official  such  as  the  one  proposed,  he 
considered  that  it  would  be  a  very  great  help  to  the 
(Society. 

Mr.  J.  Holt,  Divisional  .Secretary  for  the  Cleveland 
Division,  also  referred  to  this  question,  and 

Mr.  Glvx-Jones  favoured  the  appointment  of  local 
officers,  who  should  be  paid  and  should  act  in  harmony 
witli  the  local  Associations.  It  would  be  impossible  for 
the  present  Secretary  to  perambulate  the  country,  on 
account  of  the  multifarious  duties  which  he  has  to  dis- 
•charge,  and  it  would  require  a  man  of  similar  knowledge 
of  :  pharmaceutical  affairs  and  strength  of  character  to 
-efficiently  discharge  duties  such  as  were  proposed.  Judg- 
ing by  the  facts  of  the  case,  he  did  not  see  at  present  now 
it  could  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  Thompson  referred  to  the  infringement  of  prices  by 
cutters,  and  inqidred  whether  some  more  stringent  rules 
could  not  be  adopted,  such  as  putting  the  offender  on  the 
stop  list  for  a  month  or  so  for  each  offence. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  that  there  were  three  parties  to  be 
considered — the  retailer,  the  wholesaler,  and  the  manufac- 
turer. The  last-named  naturally  wanted  to  keep  his 
returns  as  high  as  possible,  and  objected  to  having  his 
markets  closed  any  longer  than  was  absolutely  _ necessary. 
His  experience  is  that  any  retailer  who  is  put  on  the 
offenders'  list  is  very  glad  to  sign  any  agreement  and  pro- 
mise anything  to  get  off  the  list  when  he  finds  his  channels 
of  supply  stopped. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  the  President  as  to  how  the 
P.A.T.A.  really  begun  its  eventful  career,  Mr.  Glyn- 
JONKi  said  that  when  in  business  in  East  India  Dock  Road, 
London,  he  was  continually  annoyed  at  the  number  of  pro- 
prietary articles  which  vrere  sold  without  profit.  The 


result  was  that  in  the  autumn  of  1895  he  conceived  the 
idea  of  publishing  a  periodical  for  six  months  in  which  he 
could  air  his  views  and,  by  sending  it  to  every  chemist  in 
business,  ascertain  whether  there  were  any  other  chemists 
who  had  similar  views.  The  question  was  the  cost.  He 
consulted  Mr.  George  Barclay,  who  eventually  promised, 
along  with  about  a  dozen  others,  to  advertise  in  the 
periodical  for  six  months.  The  cost  thus  covered  by 
means  of  these  advertisements,  the  paper  was  launched  in 
November.  The  reception  was  so  hearty,  and  the  need 
for  the  movement  so  pressing,  that  in  a  meeting  held  in 
January,  1896,  the  P.A.T.A.  sprang  into  existence,  and 
had  never  looked  back  since.  (Applause.) 

In  discussing  the  President's  wish  that  the  Stamp  Act 
should  be  abolished,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  he  thought  that 
would  be  a  bad  thing  for  chemists.  For  ninety  years 
chemists  have  been  unaware  of  the  exemption  clause,  and 
he  thought  that  now  they  should  work  the  advantage  for 
all  it  was  worth.  The  lot  of  the  chemists  would  have  been 
very  different  now  had  the  exemption  clause  been  noticed 
thirty  years  ago.  In  interpreting  the  law  on  this  point 
the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  are  conceding  more  than 
they  can  legally  find  warrant  for,  and  some  of  the  con- 
cessions will  have  to  be  withdrawn. 

After  further  discussion,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lec- 
turer, proposed  by  the  President  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Barnes,  was  carried  by  acclamation,  and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
suitably  responded.  The  meeting  was  one  of  the  most 
interesting  the  Association  has  ever  held,  and  regrets  were 
expressed  at  the  poor  attendance  of  members. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

A  MEETING  was  held  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on 
April  21,  the  President  in  the  chair,  when  Mr.  Horace 
FiNNEMORE,  Ph.C,  A. I.e.,  read 

Some  Practical  Notes. 

The  first  one  dealt  with  liniment  of  mercury.  Following 
the  directions  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  for  preparing 
the  liniment,  the  resulting  preparation,  said  Mr.  Finne- 
more,  separates  into  two  layers  which  are  exceedingly 
difficult  to  mix  by  shaking.  In  order  to  produce  a  more 
satisfactory  preparation  various  ways  of  mixing  were 
tried,  but  all  resulted  in  failure.  To  try  to  learn  what 
was  the  cause  of  this,  the  effect  of  different  quantities  of 
strong  solution  of  ammonia  on  liniment  of  camphor  was 
next  studied.  Mr.  Finnemore  tabulated  the  result  of 
these  experiments,  which  show  that  as  the  proportion  of 
ammonia  decreases,  the  product  becomes  more  unfit  as  an 
agent  of  suspension.  Experiments  were  then  made  with 
one  part  of  dilute  solution  of  ammonia  to  varying  propor- 
tions of  liniment  of  camphor.  These  were  also  tabulated, 
and  it  was  found  that  one  part  of  the  dilute  solution  of 
ammonia  to  two  and  three  parts,  respectively,  of  liniment 
of  camphor  produced  the  most  satisfactory  emulsions  in 
which  to  suspend  the  ointment  of  mercury.  The  following 
formulae  were  therefore  made  up  : 

A.  B. 

Mercury  ointment    1  oz. 

Solution  of  ammonia  ...     5  fl.  dr. 

Liniment  of  camphor         ...    15  fi.  dr. 
Mix  the  .solution  of  ammonia  with  the  liniment  of  camphor  iu 
a  bottle,  and  with  the  product  triturate  the  ointment  of  mercury. 
The  product  measures  3  fl.  oz. 

These  formulae  yield  liniments  which  are  of  a  nice 
creamy  consistence  which  thicken  to  some  extent  on  keep- 
ing. B  contains  one-sixth  less  than  the  quantity  of 
ammonia  in  the  official  preparation. 

Tliallcioquln  Test. — The  Pharmacopoeia  states  that  when 
"  aqueous  solutions  of  quinine  are  first  treated  with  solution 
of  bromine  or  of  chlorine,  and  afterwards  with  solution  of 
ammonia,  they  become  of  an  emerald-green  colour."  Having, 
from  time  to  time,  said  Mr.  Finnemore,  found  difficulty  in 
obtaining  this  emerald-green  colour  even  in  known  quinine 
solutions,  he  determined  to  find  the  conditions  necessary 
for  its  formation.  A  1-per-cent.  solution  of  quinine 
sulphate  was  made  by  using  the  smallest  possible  quantity 
of  dilute  sulphuric  acid.     Bromine-water  was  added,  drop 
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by  drop,  a  portion  being  tested  occasionally  with  ammonia. 
A  series  of  tubes  was  obtained,  the  colour  of  which  went 
up  to  a  maximum  shade  and  then  gradually  faded.  The 
addition  of  bromine-water  to  such  a  solution  produces  a 
yellow  precipitate,  slightly  soluble  in  the  quinine-sulphate 
solution.  If  the  ammonia  is  added  before  the  precipitate 
becomes  permanent,  the  colour  is  not  so  intense.  If  excess 
of  bromine  is  present,  the  colour  is  not  obtained.  The 
danger  of  adding  excess  of  bromine  is  slight  in  1-per-cent. 
solutions,  but  in  solutions  of  1  in  1,000  or  1  in  10,000  the  ' 
danger  is  great.  With  5  c.c.  of  the  latter  strength,  one 
drop  of  bromine  gives  a  distinct  green,  two  drops  a  faint 
green,  and  four  drops  no  colour  at  all.  The  effect  of 
various  dilute  acids  was  tried,  but  the  colour  subsequently 
obtained  on  neutralisation  with  ammonia  was  not  so 
decided  as  with  solutions  tested  side  by  side  with  the 
same  quantity  of  bromine-water  without  the  acid.  The 
points  to  remember  and  avoid  are,  therefore,  excess  of 
bromine  and  excess  of  acid. 

Test  for  Bromides  in  Iodides. — A  well-known  non- 
official  test  is  to  add  to  the  solution  chloroform  or  carbon 
disulphide  and  chlorine-water  in  excess.  The  iodine  and 
bromine  are  liberated  and  dissolved  in  the  chloroform, 
forming  a  pink  solution.  On  the  further  addition  of 
chlorine-water  this  disappears,  and  if  bromides  be  present 
the  yellow  colour,  due  to  the  liberated  bromine,  persists. 
This  is  a  test  which  can  be  applied  easily  and  rapidly,  and 
is  capable  of  detecting  small  quantities  of  bromide  in  pre- 
sence of  an  iodide.  0.5  c.c.  of  a  solution  containing  0.25 
gram  of  potassium  iodide  and  0.0025  gram  potassium 
bromide  was  used  with  10  c.c.  chloroform  and  chlorine- 
water  in  excess.  A  faint  yellow  colour  was  observed,  and 
2  per  cent,  potassium  bromide  in  potassium  iodide  gave  a 
very  distinct  colour. 

Mucilage  of  Tragacantli. — A  disadvantage  of  the  present 
official  mucilage  is  that  it  soon  deteriorates.  If  one  part 
by  weight  of  tragacanth  be  mixed  with  90-per-cent.  alcohol 
to  form  4  fl.  oz.,  it  produces  a  liquid  in  which  a  portion  of 
the  gum  is  dissolvecl  and  the  remainder  suspended.  This 
remains  permanently  fluid,  never  deteriorates,  and  can  be 
used  in  place  of  the  present  mucilage.  Four  to  eight 
niinim.s  to  each  ounce  of  mixture  is  sufficient  to  suspend 
any  of  the  insoluble  substances  usually  given  in  prescrip- 
tions. 

Test  for  Guaiacnm  Besin  in  Scamviony  Bcsin. — The 
B.P.,  under  Characters  and  Tests  for  the  latter  resin, 
states  that  the  alcoholic  solution  should  not  give  a  blue 
colour  with  ferric  chloride,  or  with  solution  of  hydrogen 
pero.xide  :  "absence  of  guaiacum  resin."  It  must  be 
assumed,  therefore,  that  the  B.P.  recognises  H.O,  as  a 
test  i-eagent  for  guaiacum  resin,  although  not  given  as  such 
under  that  substance.  As  the  test  stands  this  is  some- 
what unfortunate,  for  unless  the  precaution  is  taken  to 
add  enough  alcohol  to  keep  the  resin  in  solution,  or  to  use 
an  alcoholic  solution  of  hydrogen  peroxide,  no  blue  colour 
is  given.  While  it  is  quite  possible  to  obtain  a  faint  blue 
colour  with  this  reagent,  the  chances  against  its  formation 
are  great,  and  the  ease  with  which  guaiacum  resin  can  be 
identified  with  ferric  chloride,  chlorine  or  bromine  water 
renders  the  use  of  H.,0,  somewhat  superfluous. 

Mr.  Finnemore  concluded  with  a  note  about  the  deposit 
which  takes  place  after  about  fourteen  days  in  compound 
syrup  of  glycerophosphates  B.P.C.  His  experiments  are 
not  complete,  but  it  is  hoped  to  publish  an  improved 
formula  in  a  short  time.  A  discussion  followed,  and  Mr. 
Finnemore  was  thanked  for  his  paper. 


The  Hartlepools  Chemists'  Association. 

The  members  of  the  above  Association  assembled  at  the 
Grand  Hotel,  West  Hartlepool,  on  April  20,  for  the 
purpose  of  hearing  an  address  from  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones. 
Alderman  Thos.  Clarkson  presided,  and  there  were  present 
Messrs.  Barker,  Ferry,  Gamlen,  Gibson,  Levie,  Leithead, 
Pattison,  Troupe,  Watt,  Timmins  (Hon.  Secretary),  of 
West  Hartlepool,  and  Messrs.  Buckle,  Denton,  and  Parkin- 
son, of  Hartlepool.  The  ordinary  business  was  first 
transacted,  which  included  letters  from  the  Brighton, 
Cardiff,  and  Leeds  associations  with  respect  to  the  different 
candidates  for  Council  election.    It  was  decided  to  leave 


each  member  to  vote  according  to  his  discretion.  The 
Chairman  then  called  upon  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  to  deliver  his 
address.  •  ,    .  .. 

Speaking  first  on  the 

Pharmacy  Bill 

Mr.  Glyx-Jones  said  anyone  acquainted  with  parliamen- 
tary procedure  would  know  the  extreme  difficulty  there 
is  in  getting  a  Bill  introduced  by  a  private  member  passed ; 
and  he  was  afraid  there  is  little  chance  of  any  Bill 
becoming  law  unless  it  is  taken  up  by  the  Government. 
Negotiations  are  now  proceeding  between  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  and  the  Government,  but  as  to  what  the 
contents  of  the  Bill  will  be  he  was  unable  to  give  any  infor- 
mation. Dealing  with  Clause  7,  the  speaker  pointed  out 
the  difference  between  a  qualified  assistant  or  manager  and 
a  qualified  owner.  The  owner  is  the  man  who  actually 
keeps  open  the  shop,  and  is  the  man  who  should  be 
qualified.  Therefore  Clause  7  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
and  should  be  insisted  upon. 

Medicine-stamp  Law. 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  next  dealt  with  the  Medicino-stamp 
question,  briefly  reviewing  the  history  of  the  Acts  and  the 
reason  for  the  present  conditions.  He  showed  clearly  the 
many  advantages  resulting  from  the  ammoniated  quinine 
case,  and  said  he  would  like  to  see  full  advantage  taken 
of  this  exemption  by  advertising  and  recommending  the 
various  galenicals  of  the  B.P.  and  other  articles  to  which 
the  exemption  applies.  There  is  a  considerable  trade  to  be 
obtained  by  pushing  these  preparations. 

The  P.A.T.A. 

The  arguments  against  joining  societies  could  not  be 
advanced  in  regard  to  the  P.A.T.A.  as  any  chemist  could 
with  very  little  trouble  count  up  the  advantage  he  received 
from  those  articles  on  the  P.A.T.A.  in  £  5.  d.  The 
P.A.T.A.'s  main  support  so  far  has  been  from  the  whole- 
salers and  manufacturers,  and  not  from  the  chemists  them- 
selves, and  whilst  chemists  at  first  might  have  said  they 
handled  very  few  of  the  goods  protected,  this  cry  was 
becoming  more  extinct  every  clay  when  so  many  prominent 
articles  were  daily  being  added  to  the  list.  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  next  referred  to  the  question  of  co-operative  buying 
and  the  CD. A.,  adding  that  the  latter  association  is  at 
present  giving  too  much  for  the  money.  If  the  work  is  to 
be  continued  on  the  present  lines,  it  is  necessary  to  have 
much  more  support  than  the  association  receives  at  present. 

Mr.  G.  R.  Troupe  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones,  which  was  passed  unanimously,  and  Mr.  Glyn- 
JoxES  briefly  replied. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  the  members  adjourned 
to  supper,  and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  replying  to  the  toast  of 
"  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  said  he  thought  it  was  far 
better  that  the  examinations  should  be  conducted  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  than  by  a  Government  department. 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  next  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Hartle- 
pools and  Kindred  Association,"  to  which  Mr.  A.  Timmins 
responded.  Mr.  R.  Leithead  then  proposed  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Alderman  Thos.  Clarkson,  to  which  Mr. 
Clarkson  suitably  replied,  urging  upon  chemists  the 
necessity  of  obtaining  representation  on  local  public  bodies. 


Lincoln  Chemists'  Association. 

A  MEETING  of  the  members  of  the  above  Association  was 
held  at  Lincoln  on  April  21.  Mr.  Battle  in  the  chair.  There 
were  also  present  Messrs.  Elmitt,  Aram,  Watson,  Dixon, 
and  Birkbeck. 

The  question  of  doctors  dispensing  and  their  supplying 
proprietary  goods  was  discussed,  but  it  was  felt  to  be  a 
very  important  matter,  and  it  was  decided  to  leave  it  over 
until  later  on  in  the  year,  when  it  is  proposed  to  devote 
j  an  evening  to  the  discussion. 

The  Sheffield  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
'  was  referred  to,  and  several  members  expressed  their 
intention  of  attending. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  referring  to  the 
co-operative  buying  of  P.A.T.A.  articles,  and  it  was 
decided  to  fall  in  with  the  views  expressed  and  discon- 
tinue the  co-operative  buying  of  protected  articles. 
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The  Benevolent  Fund  and  Council  election  were  next 
considered,  and  the  meeting  agreed  to  support  Mr.  Gibson 
for  the  place  on  the  Council  vacated  by  Mr.  Allen. 

General  satisfaction  was  felt  at  the  improved  relations 
which  now  exist  between  the  Phannaceutical  Society  and 
the  Privy  Council,  and  it  was  hoped  great  things  will  be 
the  result  of  the  present  negotiations. 

The  Shop-hours  Bill  was  mentioned,  and  the  question 
as  to  whether  chemists  are  liable  for  compensation  under 
the  Employers'  Liability  Act  was  referred  to  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  for  an  opinion. 


Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

TiTE  monthly  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Albert  Restaurant  on  April  21,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  E.  Worth,  only  a  small  number  of  members  being 
present.  - 
Council  Election. 

After  formal  business  had  been  taken  the  members  pro- 
cfefeded  to  discuss  the  forthcoming  Council  election.  ■  The 
Secretary  read  letters  and  addresses  he  had  received  from 
various  candidates  and  invited  discussion.  After  con- 
sideration and  some  criticism  of  the  policy  of  the  Society 
in  general,  it  was  decided  to  suggest  to  members  that  they 
should  support  the  candidature  of  Mr.  Gibson,  of  Brighton. 

The  Secretary  was  asked  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
annual  outing  of  the  Association. 

Compensation  Liability. 

.,  Mr.  Bingham  raised  the  question  of  the  liability  of 
chemists  to  claims  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Act.  He  stated  that  one  of  the  members  had  received  a 
claim  from  an  errand-boy  who  was  run  over  while 
delivering  medicine  on  a  bicj'cle.  This  statement  caused 
some  surprise,  as  it  was  generally  considered  that  retail 
chemists  were  exempt  from  the  provision  of  the  Act — not 
being  a  "  factory  "  or  "  workshop  " — but  the  Secretary  was 
requested  to  make  inquiries  and  find  out  if,  or  to  what 
extent,  chemists  are  liable  to  such  claims,  and  to  report  at 
the  next  meeting. 


Blackpool  Chemists'  Association. 

Me.  Turver  presided  over  a  good  attendance  on  Friday, 
April  22,  including  Mr.  Lofthouse  (Fleetwood),  Mr.  Taylor 
(St.  Annes),  Messrs.  Laurie,  Buckley,  Bailey,  Jackson, 
Sykes,  Richardson,  Corey  Taylor,  and  Greenwood  to  re- 
ceive the  deputation  from  Leeds  furthering  the  candida- 
ture of  Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  Mr.  Hollingsworth 
introduced  the  candidate,  speaking  highly  of  his  value  as 
an  active  member  of  the  Leeds  Association.  Messrs. 
Preston  and  Castle  (other  members  of  the  deputation) 
also  spoke.  Mr.  Saeceant  then  addressed  the  meeting  at 
some  length,  after  which  the  President,  in  thanking  him, 
supported  the  idea  of  an  Organising  Secretary.  Messrs. 
Laurie,  Taylor  (St.  Annes),  Ashton,  and  Corey  Taylor 
joined  in  the  discussion.  Mr.  Richardson  proposed,  and 
Mr.  Lofthouse  seconded,  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  carried  unanimously  : 

That  this  meeting  cordially  supports  the  candidature  of 
Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  and  will  use  its  utmost  influence 
to.  secure  his  election  to  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society. 

Mr.  Sargeant  thanked  the  meeting.  Councillor  Laurie, 
in  proposing  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Sargeant  and 
the  deputation  for  their  visit,  said  candidates  visiting  dis- 
tricts was  the  real  way  of  getting  into  touch  with  and 
hearing  grievances  of  chemists.  Mr.  Jackson  seconded 
the  vote  of  thanks,  which  was  carried  ncm.  con. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  Sankey)  read  letters  from 
Mr.  Hagon  and  the  Cardiff  Chemists's  Association,  and 
from  Mr.  Gibson  and  the  Brighton  Chemists'  Association, 
soliciting  support  for  the  Council  election.  Further  con- 
sideration was  postponed  until  other  candidates  had  issued 
their  addresses.  A  letter  from  the  Anglo-Drug  Company 
was  also  read  stating  that  Winslow's  syrup  and  Brown's 
troches  had  been  added  to  the  P.A.T.A.  list. 


Harrogate  Pharmaceutical  Associaton. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Salisbury  Hotel,  Harrogate, 
on  Friday  evening,  April  22.  The  chair  was'  occupied  by 
Mr.  C.  E.  J.  Eynon  (President),  and  there  were  also 
present  Messrs.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  Davies,  Atkinson; 
Wood,  Lawrence,  Weston,  Dawson,  Walker,  Hines; 
Battle,  Wilson,  Mitchell,  Halliday,  and  Handford  (Secre- 
tary). _   

The  President  alluded  to  the  fact  that  this  was  the 
last  meeting  of  the  session,  and  expressed  his  pleasure  at 
the  very  successful  manner  in  which  the  meetings  of  the 
Association  in  this  its  first  year  had  passed  off.  He  felt 
certain  that,  apart  from  the  special  matters  which  had 
occupied  their  attention,  the  meeting  together  of  thediffet- 
ent  members  of  the  craft  in  a  social  way  must  result  in  a 
better  condition  of  things  all  round  and  prove  helpful. 
He  accorded  a  hearty  welcome  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  whom 
he  then  called  upon. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  after  complimenting  the  members  on 
the  existence  of  such  an  active  association  in  a  compara- 
tively small  town,  pi'oceeded  in  a  conversational  manner 
to  explain  the  growth  and  the  success  of  the  P.A.T.A. 
and  the  CD. A.  He  also  referred  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
and  the  Government  Poisons  Bill. 

A  .  discussion  took  place,  in  which  the  President, 
Messrs.  Atkinson,  Wilson,  and  Handford  took  part,  and 
several  questions  were  put  to  and  answered  by  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones,  who  was  heartily  thanked. 

The  Secretary  brought  before  the  meeting  circular 
letters  he  had  received  from  the  Brighton  and  Cardiff 
Associations,  asking  for  support  for  Messrs.  W.  H.  Gibson 
and  Hagon  respectively. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  was  warmly  congratulated  by  Mr. 
Wilson  and  the  gentlemen  present  on  his  recent  brilliant 
success  in  his  legal  examination. 


Federation  of  West  Riding  Chemists' 
Associations. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Federation  was  held  at  the 
White  Horse  Hotel,  Wakefield,  on  April  26,  the  President 
(Mr.  W.  Pollard,  Wakefield),  in  the  chair. 

The  delegates  present  were  :  Messrs.  Dunn  and 
Hanson,  Bradford ;  Messrs.  Walker,  Gledhill,  Pollard, 
Gultenridge,  Bro'adhead,  and  Pickard,  Dewsbury ;  Messrs. 
Rigby  and  Billington,  Barnsley ;  Messrs.  Hebden  and 
Swire,  Halifax ;  Mr.  Hodfield,  Dewsbury ;  and  Mr.  Judge, 
Wakefield. 

New  rules  which  had  been  framed  by  a  special  com- 
mittee were  read  and  discussed.  Their  immediate  adop- 
tion was  agreed  to.  During  their  discussion  Mr.  Hebden 
stated  that  the  Halifax  Association  had  practically  decided 
to  withdraw  from  the  National  Federation,  as  the  members 
thought  affiliation  with  the  West  Riding  Federation  suffi- 
cient. 

A  long  discussion  took  place  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  the 
general  opinion  being  that  the  Bill  should  be  dropped  it 
Clause  7  is  eliminated.  It  was  decided  to  urge  upon  the 
Council  the  desirability  of  securing  the  passing  of  the  Bill 
as  drafted,  and  promising  the  support  of  the  Federation 
in  all  efforts  in  this  direction. 

It  was  decided  to  support  the  candidature  of  Mr. 
Pilkington  Sargeant  for  the  Council.  The  next  annual 
meeting  is  to  be  held  at  Bradford. 


North-East  Lancashire  Chemists' 
Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  Blackburn  on  Monday  evening, 
April  25,  when  the  principal  business  was  in  relation  to 
the  forthcoming 

Ph.\rmaceutical  Council  Election. 
Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford  was  invited  to  make  a  statement, 
and  he  said  that  the  Pharmacy  Bill  and  the  Government's 
attitude  are  the  interesting  questions  at  present.  Negotia- 
tions were  in  progress  with  the  Government,  and  if  they 
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could  effect  some  compromise  vvhich  did  not  affect  principle, 
they  would  do  well.    If  the  trade  was  asked  to  accept 
some  change  in  dealing  with  poisons  on  the  lines  of  the 
Poisons  Commissioners'  report,  and  in  return  they  could 
get  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions  restricted  to  qualified 
persons  and  secured  Clause  7,  they  would  have  arrived  at 
a  basis  for  agreement.      But  it  was  limited,  somewhat 
bluntly,  and  Clause  7  was  really  not  so  important  after  all. 
Clause  7  was  the  only  clause  that  safeguarded  professional 
restrictions.    Without  that  clause  the  Bill  was  simply  an 
enabling  Bill  for  companies  to  practise  pharmacy.  Clause  2 
placed  capital  in  a  supreme  position,  and  all  freedom  was 
extended  to  the  soulless  company,  while  all  restriction  was 
upon  registered  individuals.     Clause  4  made  companies 
statutory  owners  of  pharmacies  to  practise  by  Act  of 
Parliament  for  evermore,    in  face  of  the  great  fact  that 
all  professions  were  alive  to  the  evil  of  impersonal  en- 
croachments on  individual  qualification,   he  maintained 
that  they  could  not  at  any  price  give  away  the  principle 
involved  by  Clause  7.    According  to  Clause  6  a  company 
could  own  a  thcusand  pharn  r'ies.     Clause  10  meant  a 
curriculum;  but  for  this  there  was  one  justification  only — 
preclusion  of  the  unqualified  from  practice ;  for  what  was 
the  use  of  these  stringent  requirements  if  the  exercise  of 
them  became  impossible  ?    For  Clause  11  they  had  a  more 
{plausible  assertion;  it  would  secure  titles — would  it?  It 
would  surely  kill  titles,  for  it  destroyed  their  meaning. 
The  very  essence  of  the  whole  argument  was  that  title 
constituted  practice.    In  illustration  of  the  question  now, 
he  hoped,  coming  to  issue,  he  welcomed  Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach's  attitude,   for  he  focussed  an  essential  matter. 
Enabling  companies  and  disabling  responsible  persons  was 
surely  the  most  preposterous  proposition  of  this  gold- 
ridden  age.    They  were  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  There 
were  two  alternatives  which  alone  deserved  attention — 
free  trade  in  the  practice  of  pharmacJ^  or  professional 
qualification,  which  meant  restricted  practice.    It  ought  to 
lie  made  plain  that  what  was  sought  by  companies  was  pre- 
ferential legislation,  and  that  ought  to  be  too  absurd  for 
consideration.    Reverting  to  Clause  7  he  asked  :  What  are 
the  results  which  experience  and  reason  might  expect  to 
follow  upon  giving  up  this  clause?    Companies,  he  went  on 
to  say,  acquired  statutory  position.  Practically  they  would 
be  relieved  of  harassing  restrictions.    Restrictions,  inter- 
ference, regulations,  and  so  forth  fell  upon  the  qualified 
person.    Companies  in  such  event  would  inevitably  capture 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  organisation.     They  would 
administer  the  Acts  of  Parliament;  they  would,  in  fact, 
conduct  the  examinations.    In  his  opinion  exploitation  of 
personal  qualification  in  pharmacy  meant  exploitation  of 
the   public   interests   where   their   protection   was  most 
needed.    It  was  fair  to  say  that  the  policy  of  assertion  and 
effective  organisation  advocated  by  that  Association  years 
ago  was  now  the  accepted  policy  of  the  Council.  Good 
results  had  followed,  and  they  would  be  proportionate  to 
the  vigour  and  completeness  of  the  organisation.    He  was 
committed  to  even  greater  efficiency,  and  after  careful 
consideration  the  Council  was  of  the  opinion  that  that 
efficiency  was  coming.    If  it  did  not  come  about  at  an 
early  date,  he  might  expect  reconsideration  of  his  sugges- 
tions for  completing  the  present  admirable  organisation  by 
making  the  Council  directly  responsible  for  efficiency  and 
car-marking  an  officer  for  the  carrying-out  of  every  phase 
of  organisation. 

Mr.  J.  HiNDLE  (Hon.  Secretary)  said  he  felt  that  the 
situation  was  getting  very  acute,  and  that  unless  they 
exercised  their  prerogative  of  voting,  and  voted  according 
to  the  principles  that  Association  had  advocated  during 
the  last  five  or  six  years,  persons  would  creep  in  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  who  had  no  backbone  about  them.  He 
moved  that  notices  be  forwarded  to  the.  members  of  the 
Association  advising  them  to  vote  for  the  six  retiring 
candidates  and  to  use  their  own  discretion  as  to  whom  to 
vote  for  to  fill  the  seventh  seat.  This  was  seconded  and 
carried  unanimously. 


Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association. 

A  FULL  meeting  was  held  at  the  Queen  Hotel.  Hud- 
dersfield, on  Tuesday,  April  27.    Mr.  Buckle  presided  in 


the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  President  (Mr.  W^alshaw), 
and  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Sykes,  Woods  (Hon.  Sec), 
Shaw,  Lawton,  Spurr,  and  Hogley.  The  object  of  the 
meeting  was  to  receive  a  deputation  from  Leeds,  compris- 
ing Messrs.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  J.  H.  Beacock,  and 
W.  Johnson,  whose  mission  was  to  seek  the  support  of  the 
Association  to  the  candidature  of  Mr.  F.  Pilkington 
Sargeant. 

The  Chairmax  referred  in  highly  complimentary  terms 
to  Mr.  Sargeant,  after  which  the  meeting  was  addressed 
by  Mr.  Beacock,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Sargeant,  the 
last-named  of  whom,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  said 
the  method  of  voting  for  the  Council  should  be  altered 
either  to  territorial  representation  or  cumulative  voting. 

Mr.  Sykes  proposed  and  Mr.  Hogley  seconded  the 
following  motion  : 

That  this  Association  pledges  itself  to  do  all  in  its  power 
to  secure  the  return  of  Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant  to  th© 
Pharmaceutical  Council. 

This  was  adopted  unanimously. 


Public  Dispensers'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  St.  Bride's 
Institute,  Ludgate  Circus,  E.G.,  on  April  27,  the  Chair- 
man (Mr.  F.  Noad  Clark)  presiding. 

The  Portsmottth  Asylum  Case. 

The  Secretary  read  correspondence  which  had  taken 
place  between  the  Association  and  various  public  bodies 
v/ith  regard  to  the  poisoning-case  at  the  Portsmouth 
Asylum.  The  Association  had  pointed  out  that  as,  under 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  only  a  registered  chemist  could  com- 
pound and  sell  poisons  to  the  public,  it  was  desirable  that 
only  registered  chemists  should  be  allowed  to  dispense  in 
public  and  Poor-law  institutions.  Copies  had  been  sent  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  British  Medical  Association, 
General  Medical  Council,  Local  Government  Board,  and 
several  M.P.s.  The  Chairman  said  he  thought  that, 
indirectly,  the  letters  would  do  some  good.  At  any  rate, 
the  Council  thought  it  was  its  duty  to  send  them.  Mr. 
Miller,  referring  to  the  Portsmouth  case,  said  that 
although  there  were  700  persons  in  the  institution,  one  of 
the  Guardians  had  said  there  was  not  sufficient  work  for  a 
dispenser.  Mr.  Duff  thought  that  where  there,  was  not 
enough  work  for  a  regular  dispenser  a  local  chemist  or  his 
qualified  assistants  might  be  employed.  Mr.  Welford 
stated  that  in  Brighton  several  institutions  employed  local 
chemists  to  dispense.  .  r>-.-,S j 

Other  Matters.  / 

Mr.  W^atson-Will  was  elected  an  honorary  member.  / 

The  smoking-concert  recently  held  was  a  financial  suc- 
cess, there  being  a  balance  in  hand.  Mr.  Clark  regretted, 
however,  that  the  attendance  had  been  small,  particularly 
as  regards  actual  members  of  the  Association.  It' was  a 
good  concert,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Association  were  due 
to  Messrs.  Duff  and  Hewitt,  who  had  organised  the  affair. 

The  exhibition  of  novelties  was  a  great  success,  and  they 
hoped  to  do  even  better  next  year.  '  ■ 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  election  was  next  discussed. 
A  letter  had  been  received  from  Mr.  Pickering  suggesting 
that  all  public  dispensers  should  support  him.  After  a 
discussion  it  was  decided  to  recommend  members  of  the 
Association  to  support  Messrs.  Robinson,  Betty,  and 
Pickering,  who  have  expressed  sympathy  with  the  objects 
of  the  Association. 

A  discussion  on  the  position  of  public  dispensers  ^  in 
regard  to  the  new  Pharmacy  Bill  followed,  during  which 
the  practice  of  medical  men  "dispensing  their  own  prescrip- 
tions was  strongly  condemned. 


Thames  Valley  District  Chemists'  Association. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at 
Nuthall's  Restaurant,  Kingston-on-Thames,  on  April  27t 
Mr.  Alfred  Higgs,  J. P.  (President),  in  the  chair. 
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The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  F.  Harvey)  read  the  first 
Annual  Report, 

which  stated  that  the  Association  has  now  a  roll  of 
fifty  members,  equal  to  that  of  the  Brighton  Association.- 
There  had  been  four  general  meetings  and  five  committee- 
meetings  during  the  year,  and  much  useful  work  had  been 
done  during  that  time.  The  report  was  adopted  without 
discussion,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Betty  seconded  by  Mr. 
Palmer.  The  balance-sheet  v/as  also  read  by  the  Hon. 
Secretary,  and  showed  that  after  all  liabilities  had 
been  met,  there  v/as  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  Association 
amounting  to  21.  Is.  Id. 

The  committee  to  act  during  the  ensuing  year  were 
then  elected  as  follows  :  Messrs.  H.  E.  Clement,  F.  T. 
Bowen,  W.  E.  Gould,  E.  T.  Neathcote,  C.  J.  G.  Bunker, 
T.  Evans,  W.  H.  P.  Kent,  W.  J.  U.  Woolcock,  H.  F. 
Peake,  C.  J.  Palmer,  J.  Parrott,  and  the  Chairman  and 
Secretary  ex  officio. 

After  some  other  business  the  members  adjourned  to  the 
fine  Kings  Hall  for 

The  Annual  Dinner, 

at  which  the  President  again  occupied  the  chair,  and  there 
was  a  company  numbering  between  sixty  and  seventy, 
including  Mr.  T.  Skewes-Cox  (M.P.  for  the  Kingston 
Division  of  Surrey),  Lieut. -Colonel  Preston,  V.D.,  and 
Messrs.  Walter  Hills,  Albert  Cooper,  R.  Bremridge,  W.  H. 
Gibson  (Brighton),  J.  W.  Bowen,  J.  Clarke  (Croydon), 
R.  Feaver  Clarke  (Gravesend),  H.  S.  Pearmund  (Tun- 
bridge  Wells),  C.  J.  G.  Bunker,  C.  J.  Palmer,  and  H. 
Davenport. 

After  an  excellent  dinner,  during  which  some  agreeable 
music  was  played  by  Miss  M.  Cawthorne,  the  Chairman 
gave  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  which  were  received  with 
musical  honours,  and  then  he  proposed 

the  houses  of  parliament. 

Referring  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill  and  Clause  7,  Mr.  Higgs 
put  the  case  for  the  chemist  very  pertinently  by  saying, 

that  if  he  and  his 
friend  Mr.  Skewes-Cox, 
M.P.,  put  up  the  sign 
"  Higgs  &  Skewes-Cox, 
chemists,"  and  kept  open 
shop,  they  would  be 
violating  tifie  law,  but  it 
would  be  quite  a  dif- 
ferent thing  if  Mr. 
Skewes  -  Cox  took  his 
wife,  his  son,  his 
daughter,  his  daughter- 
in-law,  his  cook,  and  his 
coachman  into  partner- 
ship, and  put  over  his 
business  premises 
"Skewes-Cox  (Lim)." 
(Laughter  and  applause.) 
He  was  pleased  that 
their  Member  at  least 
recognised  the  injustice 


Me.  Thos.  bKEWEs-Cox,  M.P. 


and  absurdity  of  that  anomaly. 

Mr.  Skewes-Cox,  in  the  course  of  a  humorous  reply, 
said  he  was  familiar  with  the  Bill  in  which  chemists  were 
so  much  interested,  and  he  was  quite  intimate  with 
Clause  7.  The  Bill  had  passed  a  second  reading,  but  such 
was  the  opposition  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  private 
Bills  had  little  chance  of  passing,  so  that  he  could  not 
say  when  this  Bill  would  get  through  the  House.  He, 
personally,  would  give  the  Bill  all  the  support  he  could,  as 
he  thought  it  was  merely  doing  justice  to  the  chemist,  and 
appeared  to  be  opposed  only  by  those  who  imagined  it 
would  injuriously  affect  their  own  pockets.  He  congratu- 
lated the  Association  upon  their  strenuous  and  estimable 
President,  who,  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  was  dreaded 
alike  by  the  burglar  and  the  thief.  He  felt  sure  the 
Thames  Valley  Association  of  Chemists,  whilst  enhancing 
the  position  of  the  chemist,  secured  a  protection  for  the 
public  that  must  redound  to  the  general  good.  He  wished 
the  Association  every  success.  (Applause.) 


The  next  toast  was  the 

pharmaceutical  society, 
proposed  by  the  Chairman,  who  sketched  the  history  of 
the  Society  from  its  institution  until  the  present  time,"anc> 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  reason  why  the  Society 
could  not  do  as  much  as  they  might  do  was  because  they 
lacked  the  general  support  of  the  chemists  and  druggists. 

Mr.  Walter  Hills  responded  in  the  unavoidable 
absence  of  Mr.  Carteighe,  and,  in  alluding  to  the  Phar- 
macy Bill  before  the  House  of  Commons,  said  thev 
were  given  to  understand  that  the  Government  proposed 
to  introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  poisons.  The  principle 
underlying  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  was  that  the 
person  keeping  an  open  shop  selling  drugs  should  be 
registered.  That  principle  was  the  principle  which  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  stood  by  at  the  present  time,  and 
it  was  the  reason  for  the  much-debated  Clause  7. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson  proposed  the 

THAMES    VALLEY    DISTRICT   CHEMISTS*  ASSOCIATION, 

saying  it  was  the  duty  of  all  chemists  to  join  such  an 
Association.  He  congratulated  the  Chairman  upon  being 
a  candidate  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  and  hoped 
the  chemists  of  Surrey  would  give  him  their  support,  so 
that  the  county  might  be  represented. 

Mr.  W.  J.  U.  WooLCOCK  responded.  Not  the  least 
useful  of  the  good  things  the  Association  had  done,  he 
said,  was  directed  against  the  C.O.D.  scheme,  which,  he 
was  happy  to  say,  was  now  dead.  He  paid  a  well- 
deserved  compliment  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  for  the  ex- 
cellent work  he  had  done  in  advancing  the  Association, 
and  congratulated  the  company  upon  having  a  thoroughly 
good  President. 

The  next  toast  was 

THE  CHAIRMAN, 

which  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Palmer,  who  mentioned  that 
Mr.  Higgs  was  the  only  chemist  who  had  sat  for  his 
Preliminary  examination  in  the  long  coat  and  yellow 
stockings  of  Christ's  Hospital.  One  of  the  first  three 
names  mentioned  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Charter  is  that 
of  R.  H.  Pidgeon,  who  at  the  time  was  treasurer  of 
Christ's  Hospital.  One  of  the  founders  and  proprietors 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  Alderman  Vaughan 
Morgan,  was  educated  at  Christ's  Hospital,  and  he  has 
been  for  many  years  (as  he  still  is)  Treasurer  of  that 
Institution.  It  would  therefore  be  particularly  appropri- 
ate to  do  honour  to  so  great  an  Institution  by  electing 
Mr.  Higgs,  one  of  its  scholars,  to  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  Chairman  having  briefly 
responded,  "The  Visitors"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  H. 
HoDDER  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Horace  Davenport, 
after  which  a  most  pleasant  reunion  was  brought  to  a 
close.  _  . 

During  the  evening  songs  were  given  by  Miss  Elsie 
May  Aston,  Mr.  Singleton,  and  Mr.  Reginald  Cooke, 
Mr.  Herbert  Sebastian  Hart  presiding  at  the  piano. 


American  Plateless-teeth  Institute  (Limited).— Capital 
100?.,  in  bs.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  in  the  United 
Kingdom  or  elsewhere  the  business  of  dentists,  &c.  Regis- 
tered office,  118  High  Street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W. 

Icilma  Company  (LiMrrED).— Registered  in  Guernsey. 
Capital  300,000?.,  in  11.  shares  (200,000  preference).  Objects  : 
To  acquire  and  exploit  the  trade-marks  "  Icilma,  _ 
"  Sclama,"  and  "Amel,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  ot 
soap-makers,  perfumers,  &c.  S.  Armitage  is  the  sole  govern- 
ing director. 

Howard  Stott  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  6,000Z.,  in  V. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  now  carried  on 
at  Ravensoourt  Works,  Dalling  Road,  Hammersmith,  as- 
Howard  Stott  &  Co.,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  nianur 
facturers  of,  agents  for,  and  dealers  in  all  kinds  ot 
compounds,  preparations,  polishes,  varnishes,  drugs,  disin- 
fectants, vermin-exterminators,  poisons,  oils,  paints,  and 
pigments,  chemists'  drysalters,  druggists'  sundriesrnen, 
dealers  in  proprietary  articles  and  in  electrical,  chemical, 
photographic,  surgical,  and  scientific  apparatus  and 
materials,  &c.  Registered  office,  Ravensoourt  Worka> 
Dalling  Road,  Hammersmith,  W. 
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Dut^^frcc  aicobol.  i 

MR.  THOS.  TYRER  recad  a  paper  on  "The  Need  of 
Duty-free  Spirit  for  Industrial  Purposes  "  before  the 
Society  of  Arts  on  April  27.  Colonel  Sadler,  M.P.,  was 
in  the  chair,  and  amongst  those  present  were  Dr.  Bovcr- 
ton  Redwood,  Mr.  W.  F.  Reid,  Dr.  Divers,  Mr.  Grant 
Hooper,  Dr.  Lewkowitch,  Mr.  Newlands,  Mr.  W.  L. 
Howie,  Mr.  E.  J.  Millard,  Mr.  Stead,  and  Mr.  Cresswell. 
The  walls  were  hung  with  tabular  statistics,  and  a  line  of 
alcohol-lamps  along  the  rostrum  lent  brilliancy  to  the 
scene. 

Mr.  Tyrer's  paper  took  the  form  of  a  running  comment 
on  the  reason  for  the  agitation  for  duty- free  alcohol.  He 
mentioned  incidentally  that  it  is  unre"asonable  to  expect 
duty-free  spirit  for  preparing  medicines,  as  untaxed 
alcohol  would  result  in  grog-shops  all  over  the  country. 
The  last  thing  done  in  Germany  in  the  way  of  duty-free 
alcohol  has  been  to  take  away  from  apothecaries  the 
privilege  of  using  untaxed  alcohol,  which  showed  the  trend 
of  affairs.  Mr.  Tyrer  then  traced  the  evolution  of 
"differential  duty"  up  to  Clause  8  of  the  Finance  Act, 
1892,  on  which  the  concessions  to  industrialists  turn. 
This  and  the  steps  that  led  to  the  practice  of  methylation 
have  been  previously  dealt  with  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  and  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  repeat  them. 
The  restrictions  placed  on  distillers  in  this  country  were 
next  referred  to  :  so  numerous  and  costly  are  these  that 
a  protective  duty  of  5d.  per  proof  gal.  is  necessary  to 
equalise  British  and  foreign  made  spirit.  The  use  of  i 
potatoes  in  Germany  for  alcohol-production  had  several 
advantages  from  a  national  point  of  view,  but  owing  to  j 
the  Excise  regulations  in  this  country  the  stills  were  only 
suited  for  using  grain.  Next,  the  powers  which  the  i 
Customs  possess  under  the  Act  of  1876  of  imposing  duties  \ 
on  substances  in  the  manufacture  of  which  alcohol  is 
employed  were  dealt  with.  The  number  of  substances  so 
taxed  is  small,  but  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  an  ex- 
tension of  the  list.  Examples  of  chemicals  and  dyes  in  ' 
which  alcohol  is  employed,  either  in  the  preparation  or  j 
in  combination,  were  given,  and  Mr.  Umney's  estimate 
of  the  monetary  value  of  the  spirit  used  in  making  certain  I 
synthetic  chemicals  referred  to.  Mr.  Tyrer  said  that  it 
is  _  largely  a  question  of  obtaining  suitably  denatured 
spirit.  Absolute  alcohol  is,  under  the  Finance  Act  of 
1902,  obtainable  for  research,  and  duty-free  pure  spirit  is, 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  conferred  on  the  Customs 
authorities,  now  being  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cellu- 
loid and  fulminate  of  mercury.  The  uses  to  which  cheap  ' 
alcohol  could  be  put  are,  Mr.  Tyrer  said,  numerous. 
He  mentioned  the  use  of  alcohol  for  driving  motors, 
referring  to  the  C.  tL-  D.  abstract  of  the  paper  before  the 
Automobile  Club,  in  which  Dr.  Ormandy  showed  how 
spirit  could  be  used  for  this  purpose.  As  an  illuminant 
in  lamps  with  an  incandescent  mantle,  and  as  a  heating- 
agent,  alcohol  has  a  great  future  and  many  advantages 
over  present  methods.  The  benefits  to  agriculture  by  the 
extended  cultivation  of  potatoes  was  finally  dealt  with. 

The  discussion  was  a  long  one.  The  Chairman,  being  a 
chemical-manufacturer,  appreciated  the  industrial  bene- 
fits which  would  follow  from  untaxed  alcohol.  The  sub- 
ject is  to  be  ventilated  in  the  House  of  Commons  within 
the  next  fev/  days.  Dr.  Boverton  Redwood  said  a  general 
committee  upon  which  all  interests  were  represented  should 
be  appointed.  It  is  necessary  to  disarm  unjustifiable 
opposition  from  petroleum-merchants,  for  instance.  Mr. 
Reid  spoke  of  the  advantages  of  extensive  potato-cultiva- 
tion to  a  country.  The  growing  of  potatoes  does  not 
exhaust  land,  as  after  the  alcohol  has  been  taken  from  the 
potatoes  the  residue  is  returned  as  manure.  He  did  not 
think  any  privileges  granted  by  the  Customs  would  be 
abused,  and  noted  that  in  Germany,  where  a  million 
gallons  of  spirit  is  produced  annually,  only  eighty-four 
cases  of  the  improper  use  of  alcohol  occurred  in  a  year. 
It  is  curious  that  the  absolute  alcohol  which  the  recent 
concessions  by  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  allow  to  be 
used  duty-free  in  colleges  all  comes  from  abroad.  Mr. 
Massey  next  spoke  of  the  cost  of  alcohol-lamps — a  lamp 
such  as  the  one  shown  alight  consuming  a  quart  of  spirit 
in  ten  hours.  Dr.  Silberad  and  Mr.  Sennett  explained 
the  relative  efficiency  of  alcohol  and  petrol  in  driving 


motors ;  Mr.  Sennett  also  relating  how  an  artificial-silk 
factory  at  Coventry,  upon  which  a  quarter  of  a  million 
pounds  had  been  spent,  had  to  be  abandoned,  and  the 
machinery  sold  at  scrap-iron  price,  because  the  use  of  pure 
untaxed  alcohol  could  not  be  obtained.  Mr.  Helm  said 
it  is  not  a  fact  that  distillers  are  restricted  in  their  out- 
put of  spirit.  The  recovery  of  both  methylated  and  pure 
alcohol  is  permitted  by  the  authorities.  It  is  also  the 
practice  to  allow  facilities  for  experimental  work  with 
duty-free  spirit  up  to  5,000  gals.  He  pointed  out  that  the 
Revenue  authorities  are  not  adverse  to  change  in  the 
conditions  upon  which  alcohol  is  permitted  to  be  used  for 
industrial  purposes,  but  that  it  is  the  House  of  Commons 
only  that  can  extend  the  present  facilities.  Mr.  Biggs 
suggested  that  the  distillers,  who  have  large  capital  in- 
vested in  apparatus  of  a  design  necessary  for  Revenue 
purposes,  should  be  accorded  preferential  treatment  in 
case  of  change.  Mr.  Tyrer,  replying  to  the  discussion, 
suggested  that  the  Chairman  should  ask  a  question  in  the 
House  of  Commons  as  to  whether  the  Government  had 
sent  a  representative  to  the  alcohol  congress  now  sitting  in 
Vienna.  Mr.  Tyrer  also  stated  that  Lord  Onslow,  on 
behalf  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  is  having  an 
intervievvf  with  him  on  the  subject  on  Saturday. 

H)ruo0  in  Scotlanb. 

THE  Local  Government  Board  for  Scotland  in  their 
report  for  1903  state  that  in  regard  to  administration 
of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  they  intend  to 
systematically  examine  analysts'  quarterly  reports,  with 
the  view  to  getting  sufficient  so^mples  taken.  The  follow- 
ing appointments  of  analysts  were  approved  during  the 
year  :  Messrs.  T.  W.  and  W.  L.  Biggart,  for  Ayrshire, 
Cumnock,  Darvel,  Galston,  Kilwinning,  Maybole,  New- 
milns  and  Troon;  Mr.  J.  Falconer  King  for  Alva;  and 
Messrs.  Tatlcck  and  Thomson  for  Kirkintilloch  and 
Lanark.  In  1903  the  analysts  examined  6,644  samples,  of 
which  597  were  adulterated ;  the  drugs  numbered  284,  and 
37  of  them  were  adulterated,  this  being  13  per  cent.,  al- 
though the  average  adulteration  found  in  all  samples  was 
9  per  cent. ;  but  in  only  nine  cases  of  drug-adulteration 
were  proceedings  taken,  and  in  three  only  of  these  were 
convictions  obtained,  five  cases  being  withdrawn.  The 
report  gives  a  long  list  of  drugs  which  were  found  to  be 
genuine.  Out  of  131  samples  of  cream  of  tartar  examined 
14  were  reported  to  be  adulterated,  10  being  deficient  in 
acid  tartrate,  2  contained  sulphate  of  lime,  1  acid  phos- 
phate of  lime,  and  another  98  per  cent,  of  tartaric  acid. 
Two  convictions  were  obtained  for  this  article,  and  the 
third  was  for  tartaric  acid.  These  two  articles  account 
for  five  of  the  prosecutions  and  all  the  convictions.  The 
almost  exclusively  druggists'  articles  reported  on  were^ 
sulphur,  lime-water,  Gregory's  mixture,  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre,  seidlitz  powders,  eucalyptus  oil,  and  phosphate  oi 
soda.  Two  samples  of  lime-water  contained  36.98  and 
46.78  per  cent,  of  lime  too  little,  and  the  seller  got  off  by 
paying  costs.  Three  samples  of  Gregory's  mixture  v/ere 
slightly  deficient  in  magnesia,  but  the  presence  of  car- 
bonate was  not  noted,  calcined  magnesia  being  invariably 
used  in  Scotland.  Four  out  of  five  samples  of  sweet  spirit 
of  nitre  were  deficient  in  ethyl  nitrite  (which  the  report 
spells  with  an  "a"),  and  two  offenders  paid  3^.  IQs.  costs 
on  the  summonses  being  withdrawn.  Of  five  samples  of 
seidlitz  powders  examined  two  were  returned  as  adulter- 
ated, one  containing  42  per  cent,  of  magnesium  sulphate 
in  place  of  Rochelle  salt,  and  another  sample  was  light  in 
the  white  and  blue.  The  phosphate-of-soda  sample  con- 
tained arsenic  equal  to  0.9  gr.  of  arsenious  acid  per  lb.  So 
far  as  it  goes  the  report  shows  that  Scotch  drugs  are  not 
bad.  It  is  apparent,  however,  that  the  majority  of  thft 
places  were  not  tapped  for  drugs.  Amongst  important 
towns  immune  in  this  respect  were  Aberdeen,  Ayr,  Kil- 
marnock, Berwick,  Dumljarton,  Edinburgh  (landward,, 
the  town  furnished  five  adulterated  samples  out  of 
eighteen),  Dunfermline,  Dundee,  Montrose,  Inverness, 
Airdrie,  Motherwell,  Perth,  Paisley,  Port  Glasgow, 
Hawick  and  Galashiels.  All  these  are  places  of  more  than 
10,000  population,  and  either  the  local  authorities  have 
great  confidence  in  the  chemists  and  druggists  within 
their  areas,  or  they  are  not  very  active. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Council  Candidates. 
We  have  received  copies  of  addresses  to  the  voters  by 
Mr.  Currie  and  Mr.  Pickering  and  hope  to  print  them 
next  week. 

Mr.  Glyn- Jones. 
Sir, — I  shall  be  pleased  if  you  will  kindly  publish  the 
■enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  I,  as  President  of  the  P.A.T.A., 
Jiave  sent  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  congratulating  him  on  his 
success.  I  notice  in  your  last  issue  a  letter  suggesting  a 
testimonial  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones.  I  may  say  that .  this .  has 
Slot  been  lost  sight  of,  but  I  think  that,  considering  the 
•close  relationship  he  has  with  the  Council  of  the  P.A.T.A. 
and  the  directors  of  the  C.D.A.,  they  would  much  prefer' 
'to  take  the  initiative  in  such  a  proposal ;  and  I  can  assure 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  friends  in  the  trade  that  an  early  oppor- 
tunity will  be  taken  to  promote  a  suitable  recognition  of 
4he  valuable  services  he  has  rendered  to  them. 

Yours  truly, 

C.  J.  G.  Bunker. 

Twickenham,  April  26. 

Twickenham,  April  13,  1904. 

Dear  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,— I  have  very  great  pleasure  in 
.congratulating  you  on  your  splendid  achievement  in  passing 
the  Final  examination  for  entry  to  the  higher  branch  of  the 
legal  profession,  and  also  with  obtaining  first-class  honours 
and  a  valuable  prize. 

I  am  sure  I  am  only  giving  voice  for  the  whole  Council 
.and  members  of  the  P.A.T.A.  throughout  the  country  when 
1  say  what  pleasure  we  all  feel  at  your  success. 

You  certainly  deserved  success  considering  the  hard  work 
which  you  have  had  during  the  past  three  or  four  years  and 
the  self-denial,  and  you  have  obtained  your  reward  by  that 
persistent  perseverance  which  has  also  done  so  much  for 
the  whole  of  the  chemists  throughout  the  country. 

Trusting  you  may  have  good  health  and  a  long  life  to 
•enjoy  your  new  honours, 

I  remain. 
Yours  very  sincerely, 

C.  J.  G.  Bunker, 
President  of  the  P.A.T.A, 

A  Petition  by  Chemists. 
Sin; — In  reference  to  the  Draft  Pharmacy  Bill-  which 
•is  down  for  reading  on  June  1,  would  it  not  be  possible 
and  advisable  before  that  date  to  get  up  a  petition, 
particularly  referring  to  and  explaining  Clause  7,  get  it 
:signed  by  the  greater  part  of  the  chemists  in  the  country, 
and  forward  it  to  the  House  of  Commons  ?  Just  recently 
we  have  had  the  C.O.D.  proposals  before  the  country. 
Small  traders  have  been  "up  in  arms,"  and  innumerable 
petitions  have  been  forwarded,  with  the  result  that  the 
proposals  have  been  abandoned.  Might  we  not  expect 
at  least  some  benefit  by  a  petition  sent  from  every  district 
in  the  country  if  each  district  secretary  would  take  the 
■matter  up  ?  It  is  generally  admitted  that  the  present 
strain  on  candidates  for  examination  is  too  heavy  for 
what  the  examination  is  worth,  yet  the  present  Bill  pro- 
-vides  for  even  more  stringent  examinations,  and  Clause  7 
is  quite  a  secondary  matter,  and  likely  to  be  abandoned. 
The  present  position  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
reminds  me  of  my  younger  days  on  my  father's  farm. 
There  were  some  "thirty  acres  of  pasture-land  (and,  like 
the  drug-trade,  rather  lean  pasture-land)  enclosed  by  a 
very  rickety  wall.  There  were  always  "  gaps  "  in  it,  and 
any  animal  wishing  to  get  into  the,  pasture  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  gaining  entrance  anywhere,  except' by  the  gate. 
For  some  reason  or  other,  this  easily  accessible  enclosure 
had  a  remarkably  strong  gate,  which  would  defy  entrance 
to  anything  unless  unbarred  in  the  usual  way.    Why  that 


gate  was  made  so  strong  and  always  kept  in  such  good 
repair,  when  the  wall  was  in  such  a  rickety  condition, 
was  always  a  mystery  to  me.  I  feel  just  in  the  same 
position  in  regard  to  those  responsible  for  the  conduct 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Yours  truly, 
A  Provincial  Chemist.  (121/66.) 

A  London  Apothecary's  Apprentice. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  your  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  in  your  issue  of 
April  16,  may  I  draw  your  attention  to  one  or  two  matters 
which  do  not  appear  from  your  report  to  have  been  dis- 
cussed at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  ?  A  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Society  to  me,  dated  February  14,  1891, 
appears  not  to  have  been  mentioned,  possibly  for  the 
reason  that  it  shows  the  Society  was  not  of  the  same 
opinion  respecting  my  admissibility  then  as  its  committee 
now  is.  The  letter  states  that  "  Under  the  original  Act 
you  can  come  in  for  the  pharmaceutical  examination  if 
you  have  conformed  to  all  the  regulations."  This  was 
signed  by  Arthur  T.  Ferrall  (Registrar). 

The  discussion  appears  to  have  proceeded  on  the  basis 
that  Section  12  of  the  Act  of  1890,  amending  the  Act  of 
1875,  stated  the  necessary  apprenticeship  should  be  served 
in  Ireland,  whereas  no  such  statement  is  in  it.  The  pro- 
visions, of  the  Act  were  not  directed  to  any  such  trifling 
te_ii„icalities,  but  only  to  secure  that  the  proper  ap- 
pi.  i^iceship  should  be  served  in  the  proper  profession 
and  to  a  properly  qualified  man,  which  is  admitted  on  all 
hands  to  have  been  served  by  me. 

I  learn  from  your  report,  with  some  little  degree  of 
surprise,  that  both  a  barrister  and  a  solicitor  were  strongly 
of  opinion  I  could  not  be  accepted.  Does  this  mean  that 
the  barrister  and  solicitor  are  of  opinion  that  the  Act 
meant  "apprenticeship  in  Ireland"?  One  would  have 
thought  the  Society  would  in  a  case  of  this  kind  have 
obtained  a  written  opinion  from  their  counsel  on  the 
point.  If  they  will  do  so,  I  venture  to  say  he  will  not  be 
strongly  of  any  such  opinion.  I  myself  have  spoken  to 
more  than  one  counsel  on  the  point,  who  have  expressed 
an  entirely  contrary  view. 

Without  further  discussing  smaller  points  I  maintain 
it  is  idle  for  the  President  to  say  the  Council  have  no 
legal  power  to  admit  me  to  the  examination,  for  whatever 
little  doubt  there  might  be  respecting  the  construction  of 
the  Act  of  1890,  they  could  have  given  me  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt  if  they  chose  to  do  so,  and  the  refusal  must  be 
explained  on  other  grounds. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Wm.  Daly  Moore, 

Apothecaries'  Assistant 

Dublin,  April  28.  by  Exam.  (Dublin). 

[The  heading  to  this  letter  is  Mr.  Moore's;  the  designa- 
tion to -his  signature  indicates_ that  he  is  {'!  also)  a  Dublin 
apothecary's  apprentice  or  assistant. — Editor.] 

Medicines  in  Poorhouses. 
Sir, — The  thanks  of  Scottish  chemists  are  due  to  you 
for  your  Editorial  on  above  in  last  week's  issue.  It  be- 
hoves them  now  to  see  that  the  new  regulations  are  put 
into  force  by  their  Parish  Councils.  Numerous  instances 
could  be  cited  in  which  medical  officers  dispense  outdoor 
paupers'  medicines  where  there  is  a  chemist  qualified  to  do 
so  in  the  parish.  That  is  my  position.  I  shall  lose  no 
time  in  presenting  my  claim  to  recognition  and  advise  my 
brother-chemists  who  are  in  a  like  position  to  do  the  same 
without  delay  and  obtain  their  privileges  as  qualified  men 
and  ratepayers.  I  am,  &c., 

^  ^  ScoTus.  (121/8.) 

Hard  on  the  Defendant. 
Sir,— I  noticed  in  your  issue  of  April  16  a  report  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Battersea  Borough  Council,  in  which  the 
Public  Health  Committee  of  that  body  are  stated  to  have 
.approved  of  their  analyst's  report  upon  the  certificate 
issued  by  him  in  respect  of  a  sample  of  camphorated  oil 
upon  wliich  a  summons  was  issued  against  me  and  dis- 
!  missed  by  the  Magistrate,  in  consequence  of  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  this  certificate  being  insufficient.  Owing 
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to  the  summary  dismissal  of  the  summons  I  was  unable  to 
call  my  witnesses,  and  I  therefore  ask  you  kindly  to  allow 
me  to  trespass  upon  your  valuable  space  by  the  following 
remarks. 

I  was  fully  prepared  upon  the  evidence  of  three  expert 
chemists  (see  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry's  letter  last  week)  to  support 
my  contention  that  the  camphorated  oil  was  absolutely 
genuine  in  every  respect,  and  the  olive  oil  used  in 
the  preparation  not  only  corresponded  in  every  par- 
ticular with  the  tests  laid  down  in  the  British  Pharma- 
copceia,  but  its  purity  was  further  guaranteed  by  the 
shipper.  The  summons  was  issued  in  consequence  of  the 
analyst's  expression  that  the  oil  did  not  have  "  the  cha- 
racters of  olive  oil."  I  should  be  glad  if  through  the 
medium  of  your  journal  the  analyst  will  give  the  data  on 
which  he  arrived  at  the  conclusion  stated  in  his  certificate, 
that  the  oil  "did  not  possess  the  characters  of  olive  oil," 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  chemical  experts  engaged  for  my 
defence  will  then  be  able  to  prove  conclusively  my  con- 
tention that  the  oil  was  absolutely  genuine  olive  oil. 

I  need  hardly  inform  you  that  the  expenses  incurred  in 
defending  this  action  are  considerable,  and  owing  to  there 
being  no  evidence  offered  on  behalf  of  the  Borough 
Council,  who  issued  the  summons,  all  these  expenses  have 
to  be  borne  by  me.  Had  I  been  given  an  opportunity  of 
refuting  the  analyst's  statement,  which,  with  the  evidence 
at  my  disposal,  I  could  have  done  with  certainty,  it  is 
probable  that  the  prosecution  would  have  been  compelled 
to  pay  some  proportion  at  least  of  the  costs.  It  appears 
to  me  unjust  that  a  summons  should  have  been  issued  on 
such  a  flimsy  report.  Yours  faithfully, 

Samthsl  Beook. 

35  Grayshott  Eoad,  S.W.,  April  25. 


Dispensing:  Notes. 


An  Interesting  Lotion. 

Sir, — The  following  prescription  was  brought  to  me  by 
a  customer  to  be  dispensed  : 

Zinci  sulphat.        ...       ...       ...  jiij- 

Sol.  lysol.  (5-per-cent.)  ad       ...  jxx. 
M.    Ft.  lotio. 

The  lotion  was  brought  back  next  day,  with  the  complaint 
that  it  was  not  the  same  that  had  been  dispensed  by  a 
chemist  in  London,  as  that  was  white  and  creamy,  whereas 
mine  had  separated.  I  have  tried  again  to  make  it,  but 
with  the  same  result. 

Country  Chemist.  (66/41.) 

[This  is  due  to  precipitation  of  zinc  oleate  with  some 
resinate,  fat  and  resin  soaps  being  present  in  lysol.  The 
best  way  to  compound  the  lotion  is  to  dissolve  the  zinc 
sulphate  in  a  small  quantity  of  hot  water,  mix  the  lysol 
with  a  similar  amount,  mix  the  solution  together,  add 
some  powdered  acacia,  emulsify,  and  gradually  add  water 
to  form  a  white  emulsion.] 

Is  it  Fair  ? 

Sir, — One  day  last  week  I  had  the  following  prescrip- 
tion handed  in  to  be  dispensed  : 

Menthol.    5j. 

-  -      Eucalyptol  3j. 

Cocainfe    gr.  x. 

Glycerol.    ...  3'j- 

My  customer  brought  it  back  complaining  that  it  was 
much  too  thick  and  quite  different  from  what  he  had  had 
previously.  So  dissatisfied  was  he  with  my  assurance  that  it 
was  correct,  he  went  to  the  trouble  to  write  to  the  chemist 
who  had  made  it  up  before,  for  another  supply,  which 
he  brought  in  to  me  to  prove  my  error.  On  examining  it 
I  found  it  had  been  dispensed  with  paraffin  liq.  alb.  with- 
out any  reference  in  the  prescription.  Is  it  fair?  This 
by  a  first-class  chemist  at  a  fashionable  resort. 

Yours  truly, 

Harlesden,  April  12.  Hedley  E.  Dwelly. 

[Such  departures  from  the  prescription  should  not  be  made 
without  indicating  the  change  on  the  prescription.  Probably 
the  first  dispenser  knew  the  intention  of  the  prescriber  to  be 
liquid  paraffin  and  not  glycerol.] 


■    ■  '■  No  Crystallisation.  • 

Sir, — Can  you  tell  me  the  cause  of  ,  the  crystallisation 
which"  takes  place  in  the  following  mixture  after  it  h^s 
stood  for  about  forty-eight  hours  ? —  ■     ,  - 

Sodii  sulphatis      ...    5j.    <.       _   !■  ■ 

Sbdii  sulphat.  acid.    jiij.'        "••  '■ 

Syr.  limimis  ...       ...       ...  Jj. 

Spt.  ehloroformi    ...       ...       ...    jij.  *■  •. 

Inf.  gentianae  CO.  ■  ad  jviij.        ■  ■ 

M.  "^'I 
It  was  a  perfect  solution  when  first  dispensed,  and  re- 
mained in  that  condition  for  the  time  I  have  stated,  after 
which  it  rapidly  deposited  crystals  to  the  amount  of  about 
half  an  ounce.  Yours  faithfully. 

Puzzled  (72/721.)  ' 

[We  have  compounded  this  mixture,  but  have  failed-.to 
get  the  crystallisation  complained  of.  "  Puzzled "  should 
examine  his  ingredients  for  impurities.]  ■  n 

114/13.  E.  P.  S. — The  brown  coloration  of  the  salicy- 
late mixture  in  presence  of  ammonia  and  ethyl  nitrite 
cannot  be  prevented.  ...See  "The. Art  of  Dispensing." 

88/60.  E.  F.  G. — When  the  nitro-muriatic  acid  is  added 
to  the  liquor-bismuthi  mixture  bismuth  hydrate  will  be 
precipitated  at  the  point  of  ammonia  neutralisation,  but  if 
hydrochloric  acid  is  present  in  "sufficient  quantity  the  bis- 
muth will  be  resolved  into  oxychloride. 

91/41.  Sod.  SaJiryl.- — Salicylate-and-ammonia -mixtures 
(especially  with  sodu  bicarb.)  generally  become  dark  in 
colour,  although  the  rate  of  change  varies  somewhat.  It 
cannot  be  avoided. 

11/59.  Student. — If  at  the  Minor  examination  you  get 
a  prescription  for  ext.  belladonna  gr.  j.,  to  be  made  into 
a  suppository  with  oil  of  theobroma,  use  the  alcoholic 
extract.  Leaf  extract  is  distinguished  by  the  suffix 
"  viride,"  and  the  official  suppository  is  made  with  the 
root-extract. 

148/19.  Hypo. — When  glycerin,  acid,  pepsin,  is  pre- 
scribed, the  safest  course  for  the  dispenser  is  to  dispense 
glycerinum  pepsini,  B.P.  . 


Leg'ai  Queries. 

Labels  to  be  marked  "Liable"'  or  "Not  liable"  to  medicine 
stamp-duty  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor  in  duplicate  and 
with  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  return  of  the 
marked  ones,  if  desired. 


112/36.  H.  C.  sent  to  Somerset  House  a  label  for 
"Henry's  Solution  of  Salts.  Dose. — A  wineglassful  in 
water."  It  has  been  returned  marked  "Liable  to  duty." 
How  can  exemption  be  obtained  ?  By  putting  on  the  label 
"Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  where  the  formula  has 
appeared  for  years  on  page  535,  Vol.  I.  If  the  solution 
contained  only  Epsom  salts  and  water,  it  would  be  treated 
by  the  Board  as  an  entire  drug,  therefore  exempt  even 
with  the  surname  in  the  possessive  case,  but  as  it  contains 
sulphuric  acid  as  well,  it  can  be  brought  under  Exemp- 
tion 3. 

106/63.  n.  S.—{1)  The  Quinine-and-Iron  Tonic  label 
is  exempt  from  duty,  but  the  Asthma  and  Bronchitis 
Elixir  label  is  liable.  You  cannot  make  it  exempt,  as  it 
appears  to  have  been  sold  stamped.  (2)  Nature  is  the 
manufacturer  of  mica.    Try  your  wholesale  house  for  it. 

114/65.  A.  H..  P. — The  sale  of  entire  drugs  under 
ailment-names  is  not  affected  by  the  new  Medicine-stamp 
Acts  rulings,  and  these  may  be  sold  by  persons  who  are 
not  registered  chemists  if  they  hold  a  licence  to  retail 
stamped  medicines.  Owing  to  a  more  recent  decision  by 
the  Board  of  Inland  Eevenue  as  regards  drug-store  keepers 
who  are  not  registered  chemists,  but  have  served  an 
apprenticeship,  they  will  not,  as  hitherto,  require  to  take 
out  a  licence  for  this  purpose. 

101/11.  Yorkshire. — As  a  limited  company  you  must 
stamp  Dr.  Gregory's  stomachic  powder  and  the  cascara 
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capsules,  unless  you  remove  the  matter  which  makes  them 
dutiable.  The  other  labels  are  not  liable. 
■  106/37.  C.  G.  E.—il)  The  only  liable  label  among  your 
lot  is  that  for  neuralgia-and-tic  mixture,  which  will  be 
exempt  if  you  stamp  it  "  C.  «£,•  D.  Diary,  1904,  No.  3." 
(2)  There  is  nothing  in  your  circular  that  infringes  the 
Dentists  Act. 

108/18.  Jacobus. — None  but  registered  chemists  may 
legally  sell  any  preparation  containing  veratrine.  Although 
the  poison  schedule  does  not  specify  preparations  of  vera- 
trine, it  was  held  in  the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
V.  Armson  that  the  sale  of  a  preparation  of  a  poison  is  to 
be  regarded  as  a  sale  of  a  poison. 

113/42.  Sunn]/  South. — Section  1  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
1868,  makes  it  unlawful  for  any  person  not  registered 
under  that  Act  to  use  the  title  "chemist."  We  think  it 
can  be  shown  that  any  unqualified  person  issuing  a  hand- 
bill offering  "chemists'  goods  at  store-prices"  infringes 
that  section.  It  is  too  commonly  supposed  that  the  sec- 
tion refers  to  the  assumption  or  use  of  the  title  as  a 
description,  but  it  is  not  so. 

112/2.  Bruno.  —  Cough-lozenges  stamped  "Cough- 
lozenge,  Smith,"  packed  in  cartons  and  labelled  "  Chest 
and  Lung  Lozenges,"  are  liable  to  medicine  stamp-duty  on 
account  of  the  impressed  name  on  each  lozenge.  Makers 
of  medicated  confectionery  as  well  as  chemists  should  note 
this  ground  of  liability,  as  it  can  only  be  avoided  by  sell- 
ing the  lozenges  in  a  paper  twist. 

130/25.  F.  H. — Anyone  who  entered  for  the  old  Pre- 
liminary examination  and  failed  must  now  pay  two 
guineas  for  registration  under  the  existing  scheme.  The 
curriculum  clause  in  the  Pharmacy  Bill  is  permissive,  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  getting  power  to  formulate  the 
■conditions  under  which  the  curriculum  may  apply.  It  is 
impossible  to  say  at  this  stage  what  these  conditions  will 
be. 

106/53.  Omega. — A  lotion  containing  175  gr.  of  phenol 
to  the  pint  is  not  a  legal  poison. 

112/21.  Antipijrin. — Your  tonic-pill  labels  are  not  liable 
to  duty,  and  the  cough-lozenge  label  is  exempt  on  the 
ground  that  the  principal  ingredients  are  disclosed  upon  it. 

117/32.  /.  Blank. — The  possessive  case  used  with  medi- 
cines is  not  really  a  stumbling-block.  For  example,  you 
are  a  chemist  called  Blank,  and  you  make  and  sell  a  medi- 
cine called  "  Blank's  Pills  " ;  and  if  it  is  to  be  used  for  the 
prevention,  cure,  or  relief  of  any  disorder  (although  you 
do  not  say  so,  the  fact  may  be  fairly  inferred,  and  you 
could  not  deny  it),  the  possessive  case,  as  indicating  exclu- 
sive right  or  title  to  make  the  pills,  brings  the  medicine 
-within  the  charge  of  duty.  It  is,  however,  different 
'(although  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  do  not  admit  it) 
with  the  possessive  case  used  as  a  description  for  medi- 
cines which  are  and  have  always  been  non-proprietary — 
e.g.,  Sir  Andrew  Clark's  pills.  The  present  Attorney- 
■General  told  us  many  years  ago  that  titles  of  this  kind  are 
not  dutiable. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

117/13.  Canto. — Your  best  plan  is  to  stick  to  the  retail 
■business  in  the  meantime.  Get  through  the  Matriculation 
examination  as  soon  as  you  can,  then  the  Minor,  and  with 
that  qualification  and  the  experience  you  have  had  of  the 
irade  you  will  be  able  to  judge  whether  you  should  pro- 
ceed to  the  more  scientific  side — as,  for  example,  an 
analyst  in  a  wholesaler's  laboratory. 

92/10.  Heron. — (1)  Ferrum  Oxydatum  Saccharatum 
P.G.,^is  a  preparation  rescmblinii  feri  i  carbonas  saccharatus 
B.P.,'and  is  made  as  follows  :  To  20  parts  of  a  43.5-per- 
cent, solution  of  sesquichloride  of  iron  is  added  20  parts  | 
of  simple  syrup  and  afterwards  40  parts  of  a  30-per-cent.  ■ 
solution  of  soda.  After  twenty-four  hours  300  parts  of 
"hot  distilled  water  is  added  and  the  precipitate  washed  by 
decantation  and  filtration.  Ninety  parts  of  sugar  is  next 
added  and  the  whole  dried  on  a  water-bath,  and  sufficient 
sugar  added  to  make  the  product  weigh  100  parts.  (2) 
'Most  of  the  wholesale  houses  could  supply  the  preparation. 


77/54.  A.  S.  (Sopron). — Mustard-leaves  are  best  prepared 
by  the  method  given  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  Equal 
parts  of  black  and  white  mustard-seeds  are  bruised,  and 
deprived  of  the  fixed  oil  by  percolation  with  benzol.  The 
residue  is  dried  and  reduced  to  No.  60  powder.  Mi.x 
5  grams  of  this  powder  with  18  c.c.  of  solution  of  india- 
rubber  (indiarubber  1  oz.,  benzol  10  tl.  oz.,  carbon  bisul- 
phide 10  fl.  oz.),  and  spread  the  mixture  by  means  of  a 
brush  over  about  twenty  square  decimetres  of  cartridge- 
paper.    Dry  by  exposure  to  air. 

112/26.  J.  S.  W. — I^azol  is  a  compound  of  trioxymethy- 
lene  and  iodine  which  was  first  employed  by  Professor 
Cervello,  of  Palermo,  in  a  vaporiser  for  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis. Thiocol  (potassium  guaiacol  sulphonate)  is  also  a 
consumption-remedy,  but  is  given  internally. 

91/13,  Tragacanth;  112/8,  /.  H.  n^— The  formula  for 
glycerin  of  heroin  and  elixir  of  terpene  and  heroin  are 
under  investigation,  and  we  hope  to  report  soon. 

104/60.  L.  S.  S. — Oil  of  Amber  is  properly  the  product 
of  the  destructive  distillation  of  amber.  The  amber  is 
mixed  with  sand  and  heated  in  either  an  iron  or  an 
earthenware  retort.  The  oil  which  sells  as  oil  of  amber  is 
probably  the  distillate  of  other  fossil  resins  than  amber. 

110/22.  A.  P.  IF. — Solution  of  formalin  would  probably 
be  most  effectual  for  Preserving  Fish,  but  the  question  of 
cost  has  to  be  considered. 

193/17.  W.  (t. — Egg-preserving.— One  pound  of  solution 
of  water-glass  is  the  quantity  to  use  with  a  gallon  of  water. 

106/42.  Allen. — (1)  You  have  probably  overlooked  the 
fact  that  emplastrum  calefaciens  is  a  Pharmacopoeia 
article.  (2)  We  have  not  examined  "  Ronuk,"  but  imagine 
it  has  a  paraffin -wax  basis. 

105/30.  "Glory  Hole." — We  can  hardly  pose  as 
authorities  on  glassmaking,  but  of  the  three  kinds  of 
furnaces  employed  Siemens's  is  the  most  modern,  and  is 
probably  the  one  which  would  be  installed  in  new  glass- 
works. The  furnace  is  heated  by  "producer-gas." 
11?/ W.    Jean. — Modelling-composition  :  — 

Hard  paraffin    10  oz. 

Venice  turpentine   ...     1  oz. 

Lard    2  oz. 

Melt  and  stir  in 

Kaolin  (sifted)    6  oz. 


Information  Wanted. 


113/6.  What  is  "  Casoid  "  bread,  and  where  can  it  be 
obtained  ? 

216/12.  Agent  in  this  country  for  the  toilet-soaps  of 
Giraud  Freres  or  Giraud  Fils. 

122/28.  Address  of  proprietors  of  Lake's  complexion- 
pills  and  Downing's  gout  and  rheumatic  pills. 

123/60.    Wilson's  ear-drum:  where  obtainable? 


Aseptic  Clinical  Thermometers. — Mr.  G.  H.  Zeal, 
82  Turnmill  Street,  E.G.,  has  shown  us  a  new  thermo- 
meter which  he  is  bringing  out  in  order  to  meet  the 
objection  many  medical  practitioners  have,  that  thermo- 
meters graduated  by  engraving  on  the  stem  cannot  be 
properly  sterilised  after  use  for  patients  suffering  from  in- 
fectious diseases.  In  this  thermometer  Mr.  Zeal  adopts  the 
idea  of  inserting  the  thermometer-stem  within  an  outer  tube 
which  bears  the  graduations  as  determined  with  the 
thermometer  itself.  The  improvement  in  Mr.  Zeal's 
form  of  this  combination  consists  in  terminating  the  top 
of  the  thermometer  so  as  to  form  a  stopper^  which  is 
ground  and  fits  perfectly  into  the  round  top  of  the 
graduated  tube.  Mr.  Zeal  is  making  a  series  of  these 
aseptic  clinicals  in  half -minute  and  other  degrees  of 
rapidity,  and  with  or  without  the  magnifying  stem  to  show 
the  mercury  as  a  ribbon. 
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^Lra^e  IReport. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.     To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are    in   many  instances  | 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods.  I 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are  | 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.  :  April  28. 

T>USINESS  still  continues  extremely  slow,  and  very 
-L*  little  of  interest  has  transpired  in  the  drug  and 
chemical  markets,  the  tendency  of  values  generally  being 
in  a  downward  direction.  This  is  especially  the  case  with 
quinine  in  second-hands,  the  market  having  declined  feZ. 
per  oz.  owing  to  dull  trade  and  weak  holders.  The 
camphor-market  has  also  further  weakened,  and  there  are 
many  cheap  sellers  in  second-hands.  Menthol  is  perhaps 
a  shade  firmer  and  peppermint  oil  is  very  quiet.  Advices 
from  the  other  side,  however,  continue  very  strong,  and 
prices  are  much  above  the  London  parity.  Tartaric  acid 
is  easier  and  cream  of  tartar  is  lower.  Cod-liver  oil  is 
also  lower  again,  the  catch  having  shown  a  considerable 
improvement.  Zanzibar  cloves  have  advanced  consider- 
ably on  speculation  for  forward  business,  and  shellac  has 
shown  more  demand.  At  the  drug-auctions  held  to-day, 
first-hand  goods  only  were  offered,  and  met  with  a  slow  de- 
mand. The  principal  feature  was  the  excessive  offerings  of 
cardamoms,  which  met  a  decline  of  about  2d.  per  lb. 
Cape  aloes  is  now  held  at  much  higher  prices,  owing  to 
probable  scarcity  as  regards  new  crop.  Sumatra  benzoin 
was  not  offered.  Jamaica  honey  sold  at  steady  and  un- 
altered rates,  and  Rio  ipecacuanha  was  very  slow  of  sale, 
a  small  business  being  effected  at  steady  prices.  Ehubarb 
showed  no  alteration,  and  grey  Jamaica  sarsaparilla  was 
steady.  The  quality  of  the  Tinnevelly  senna  offered  was 
again  common,  and  full  prices  were  paid  for  it.  Eeeswax 
was  generally  firm.    The  subjoined  table  shows  the  princi- 


pal  alterations  of  the  week  : 

Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Aloes  (Cape) 
Cocaine,  crude 
Ginger  (.Jam.) 

Nux  vomica 

Acid,  tartaric 

Canary-seed 

Bayberry 

(e.i.f.) 
Podophyllum- 

root 
Quinine 
Sugar  of  milk 

Ammonia 

sulphate 
Benzols 
Camphor 
Cardamoms 
Cream  of 

tartar 
Golden-seal 
Oil,  cod-liver 
WaX;  .Japanese 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Business  in  the  heavy  chemical  market  is  rather  quieter, 
an  absence  of  new  business  being  particularly  noticeable. 
Against  contracts  homo  dem.and  is  rather  poor,  but  ex- 
ports are  moderately  good.  Values,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
are  steady  and  well  maintained.  Sulphate  of  ammonia  and 
benzols  show  a  decline. 

Alkali  PRODUCE.^Demand  is  not  by  any  means  so  good 
as  could  be  wished.  Bloachiiig-powder  is  moving  fairly 
well,  as  is  also  ammonia  alkali  ;  but  other  mam  products, 
as  caustic  soda,  soda  crystals,  chlorates,  &c.,  are  dull. 

SrLPHATE  OF  Amjionl^  Continues  flat  and  weak  in  tone. 
Present  nearest  values:  Beckton,  12/.  5s;  Bcckton  terms, 
12/.  2s.  6(/. ;  London,  12/.  7s.  6t/.  ;  Leith,  12/.  6s.  3(Z.  to 
12/.  7s.  6rf.  ;  Hull,  12/.  6s.  3(7.   to  12/.  7s.  6rf. 

SuLPHOCYANiDES  are  without  improvement  cither  in  de- 
mand or  value.  Potassium  l^d.  to  7^(/.  per  lb..  Ammonium 
95-per-cent.  h\d.  to  b\d.  per  lb.,  and  Barium  95-per-cent. 
"bid.  to  3|(/.  per  lb. 


Alumina  Products  are  in  about  average  consumptive 
request.  Crystal  alum,  lump,  5/.  to  5/.  6s.  per  ton ;  lump, 
in  tierces,  5/.  to  5/.  10s.  per  ton  ;  ground,  in  bags,  5/.  lOs. 
to  5/.  15s.  per  ton;  sulphate  of  alumina,  purest  qualities 
and  practically  free  of  iron,  M.  to  M.  10s.  per  ton,  in  largo 
casks,  with  usual  allowances  for  bags  and  loose  slabs. 
Aluminous  cake,  50s.  to  55s.  per  ton,  according  to  package 
and  condition.  Alumino-ferric,  50s.  to  60s.  per  ton.  Hydrate 
of  alumina,  purest  quality  and  high  strength  ALOs,  12/.  to 
12/.  10s.  per  ton  in  large  casks.  Hydrate  of  alumina,  special 
pulp,  12/.  10s.  to  13s.  10c7.  per  ton,  in  casks;  special  pulp, 
dried  in  lump,  37s.  bd.  to  38s.  per  cwt.  ;  ground,  38s.  to 
38s.  6c?.  per  cwt.  Aluminate  of  soda,  high  strength  AhOj, 
35s.  to  37s.  6rf.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quantity  and  pack- 
age; second  quality,  12s.  to  13s.  per  cwt.  Carbonate  of 
alumina,  35s.  to  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  Chloride  of  alumina  solu- 
tion, in  barrels,  12s.  to  13s.  per  cwt. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Lircr2joul.  A2Ji'il  27. 

Castor  Oil. — There  has  been  rather  more  inquiry  for  good 
seconds  Calcutta  on  the  spot,  and  sales  have  been  made  at 
25f7.  per  lb.  to  2-f'gd.  in  store.  For  shipment  buyers  still 
seem  unwilling  to  operate,  and  the  quotation  remains  un- 
altered, at  2r6(/.  First-pressure  French  continues  firm  at 
2ld.  per  lb. 

Cabnauba  Wax. — The  market  is  practically  bare  ;  one  ton 
of  grey  has  been  sold  at  132s.  M.  per  cwt.  Holders  talk  of 
14Cs.  to  142s.  6(/.  for  yellow. 

Calabar  Beans  remain  firm,  at  from  3^(7.  to  4c/.  per  lb. 

Canary-seed. — Fifty  bags  have  been  sold  at  58s.  per 
quarter. 

Fenugreek-seed.— Still  firmly  held  for  8s.  6c7.  per  cwt. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — A  recent  arrival  of  seven  barrels  of  Para 
is  held  firmly  for  Is.  5ic/.  per  lb.,  Is.  4ic?.  having  been  re- 
fused. 

Beeswax,  Chilian.— Twelve  bags  have  been  sold  at 
It.  7s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Potass.  Bichrom.  remains  firm,  at  3c7.  per  lb.  net. 

Honey.-  Small  sales  of  low  Pile  X.  Chilian  have  been 
made  at  25s.  6c?.  per  cwt.  Seventy  barrels  Pile  3  Peruvian 
sold  at  auction  at  18s.  per  cwt. 

Turpentine. — The  price  has  been  somev/hat  firmer  during 
the  past  week,  at  43s.  to  43s.  3(7.  per  cwt. 

Linseed. —Twenty-six  tons  of  Kivcr  Plate  have  been  sold 
at  30s.  per  cwt.  from  the  quay. 

Guinea  Grains.— A  recent  arrival  of  ten  bags  has  been 
sold  at  40s.  per  cwt. 

Irish  Moss.— Still  very  scarce,  and  supplies  are  likely  to 
be  wanting  during  the  next  few  weeks.  Small  parcels  have 
recently  changed  hands  at  24s.  to  25s.  per  cwt. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hainhin-ff,  April  26. 

Business  continues  very  dull,  and  there  is  little  doing  on 
our  drug  mai'ket. 

Antimony  is  quiet,  at  from  30m.  to  29m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cascaha  Sagrada  for  forward  delivery  is  lower,  at  115m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Camphor.— Refined  is  decliinng;  spot  is  quoted  650m.  and 
July  at  535m.  per  100  kilos. 

Carnauba  Wax  is  very  strong,  at  from  275m.  to  300m.  per 
100  kilos.  „  , 

Cevadilla  seed  is  firm,  at  from  70m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  tending  lower,  at  315m.  per  100  kilos. 

Golden  Seal  is  lower,  at  10m.  per  kilo. 

Ipecacuanha  is  quiet,  and  without  demand.  Cartagena  is- 
quoted  lO^m.  to  10m.  per  kilo. 

Jalap  is"^very  quiet,  at  90m.  per  100  kilos. 

Japanese  Wax  is  very  slow  of  sale;  spot  is  quoted  125m. 
to  123m.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  is  unchanged,  at  40^m.  per  kilo. 

Quinine  is  quoted  37m.  per  kilo. 

Senega  is  quiet.  Western  being  offered  at  620m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Star-aniseed  is  declining;  110m.  per  100  kilos  is  now- 
asked. 

Oils  (Fixed).— Castor  is  slow  of  sale,  at  39m.  per  100  kilos, 
for  first-pressing.  Cod-liver  is  quiet,  non-congealing  offering- 
at2&5m.  per  barrel.  Chinese  w<5od  on  the  spot  is  quoted  55m. 
per  100  kilos,  and  forward  49^m.  Linseed,  Rape,  Palm- 
kernel,  and  Cotton  oils  are  flat. 

Oils  (Essential).— Star-anise  is  quiet  at  11m.  per  kilo. 
Peppermint  (HGH)  is  firmer,  at  15m.  per  lb.,  and  Japanese- 
is  quoted  15m.  per  kilo.    Lemongrass  is  scarce  and  firm. 

Acid,  Citric— Very  quiet,  at  from  ll|c/.  to  Is.  per  lb., 
for  English  crystals. 
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Acid,  Tartaric,  is  easier,  at  from-  Is.  0-^(7.  to  Is.  Ofrf. 
per  lb.  for  foreign  powder  or  crystals,  and  Is.  Id.  for 
English. 

"  '  AcoTv^iTE. — Small  sales  of  German  Napdhis  have  been 
made  at  38.s.  per  cwt. 

Agar-Agar. — Advices  from  Japan  intimate  that  stocks 
are  almost  exhausted,  and  orders  that  have  recently  been 
cabled  out  have  remained  unexecuted. 

Argol. — At  auction  last  Friday  86  bags  of  Cape  were 
offered,  and  33  bags  sold,  including  good  bold  red  at 
52s.  6(/.,  faii-  pinky  at  49.s.,  ordinary  dull  bold  pinky  at 
47s.,  fair  dusty  grey  at  47s.  to  48s.,  common  pinky 
greyish  at  45s.,  and  white  at  48s.  per  cwt. 

Arrowroot. — At  auction    fair  manufacturing  St.  Vin- 
cent, in  barrels,  sold  at  l%d.  and  tins  at  3f per  lb. 

Bayberry. — Heavy  arrivals  on  the  New  York  market 
have  brought  about  a  decline  there,  and  bd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f., 
is  quoted  for  shipment. 

Belladonna-root -is  firm,  at  from  36s.  to  40s.  per  cwt. 

Bismuth  Subnitrate. — Manufacturers  on  the  Continent 
have  raised  their  quotations  by  Im.,  and  now  quote  18m. 
per  kilo. 

Cantharides. — Natural  Russian  flies  are  quoted  3s.  2^d. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  and  Chinese  at  Is.  5c/.  c.i.f. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — The  Scottish  Lochs,  from  San  Fran- 
cisco, has  arrived  with  1,957  sacks.  Privately  holders 
maintain  their  former  quotations,  and  in  one  quarter 
several  sales,  amounting  to  3  or  4  tons,  have  been  made  at 
77s.  6d.  for  last  year's  bark. 

Cevadilla-seed. — It  is  reported  from  Hamburg  that 
some  further  large  transactions  have  taken  place,  and  that 
prices  are  not  expected  to  decline  for  some  time  to  come. 

Chiretta.— The  price  is  maintained  at  Zd.  per  lb. 

Cinchona. — The  auction  to  be  held  in  Amsterdam  on 
May  19  will  consist  of  6,294  packages  of  Ledgeriana  and 
1,609  packages  of  Succirubra  bark.  At  the  drug  auction 
to-day  84  serons  of  Crown  bark  were  offered,  and  sold  at 
Is.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  of  Loxa,  and  for  4  serons  of  Huancco 
Is.  was  paid.  Nine  bales  of  thin  flat  Calisaya  were 
offered,  the  sound  of  which  fetched  Is.  2d.  and  the 
•damaged  9^d.  to  Is. 

Cocaine. — An  advance  of  20m.  per  kilo,  has  taken  place 
in  Crude,  the  quotation  having  advanced  from  360m.  to 
380m.,  and  at  about  these  figures  sales  of  some  400  kilos, 
are  reported. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — The  continued  cessation  of  business 
in  this  article  owing  to  the  recent  prosecutions  has 
brought  about  a  decline  of  Is.  to  2s.  per  cwt.  ;  98-per- 
cent, powder  being  now  obtainable  at  85s.  and  95-per- 
cent, at  83s.  per  cwt. 

Galls. — Chinese  are  offered  on  the  spot  at  55s.  to 
S7s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Golden  Seal. — Advices  from  New  York,  dated  April  13, 
report  a  good  demand  for  golden  seal,  sales  aggregating 
about  1,000  lbs.,  part  at  $1.10  per  lb.  Privately  4s.  8d. 
per  lb.,  net,  is  quoted  on  the  spot. 

Lime-juice. — There  is  a  small  inquiry  for  West  Indian, 
fair  being  obtainable  at  Is.  5d.  per  gal.,  and  for  English 
raw  Is.  2d.  is  quoted. 

Lycopodium  continues  very  firm,  and  higher  prices  are 
•quoted  from  Hamburg,  double-sifted  being  offered  at 
2s.  6d.  in  bags  and  2s.  6^d.  per  lb.,  net,  in  cases. 

Oil,  Castor. — Calcutta  seconds  is  quoted  2^d.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — The  London  market  continues  dull, 
with  an  easy  undertone.  Agents  quote  from  225s.  up  to 
240s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  according  to  brand.  The  recent 
decline  appears  to  have  been  due  to  the  large  improvement 
in  the  catch,  with  the  result  that  some  weak  holders  have 
lately  been  compelled  to  realise. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  April  23  that  the 
Lofoten  fishery  is  now  practically  closed,  being  continued 
in  Western  places  only.  In  Finmarken  the  prospects  are 
still  favourable,  but  the  increase  in  the  catch  is  as  yet 
below  expectation.    The  cod-liver  oil  market  is  very  quiet, 


every  day  bringing  lower  offers  of  oil,  and  to-day  245s. 
per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  is  quoted  for  finest  non-congealing 
Lofoten  oil.  The  exports  from  Bergen  amount  to  1,335 
barrels,  against  906  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Opium. — Rather  more  demand  has  been  shown  this  week, 
and  a  good  business  has  been  done  in  Smyrna  druggists', 
including  some  50  cases  at  from  7s.  6d  to  8s.  3rf.  per  lb., 
and  in  Persian  opium  some  40  cases  have  changed  hands, 
mostly  for  export,  at  from  lis.  6d.  to  12s.  per  lb. 

Smyrna,  April  15. — In  consequence  of  the  change  in 
temperature,  and  a  slight  damage  to  the  growing  crops, 
an  advance  of  1  piastre  has  been  paid  for  nineteen  cases  of 
choice  Ivarahissar  t.cj.,  which  were  sold  at  the  equivalent 
of  7s.  5d.  The  buyer  was  an  exporter  who  had  an  imme- 
diate order  to  fill :  practically  all  consumers  are  out  of  the 
market  for  the  present,  waiting  the  outturn  of  the  new 
crop.  The  arrivals  of  opium  in  Smyrna  amount  to  1,940 
cases,  against  5,010  cases  at  the  same  time  last  year.  The 
latest  estimations  of  the  stocks  existing  in  Turkey  ai'e  as 
follows:  Smyrna,  2,830  cases;  Constantinople,  568  cases; 
Salonica,  250  cases ;  other  places  of  production,  500  cases — 
making  a  total  production  of  4,148  cases. 

Podophyllum-root  shows  an  easier  tendency,  at  from 
40s.  to  42s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Quillaia.— Holders  on  the  spot  ask  20s.  per  cwt.,  net. 

Quinine. — The  market  in  second-hands  has  shown  a 
further  slight  decline  this  week,  a  small  business  having 
been  done  in  the  usual  brands  of  German  sulphate  at 
llgfZ.  to  lift/.,  and  August  at  Is.  per  oz. 

Seeds. — Russian  Anise  can  be  bought  at  19s.  per  cwt. 
for  common  quality,  and  at  20s.  for  good.  Dutch  Caraways 
are  unchanged,  at  21s.  to  21s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Canary  is 
easier,  at  57s.  per  quarter  for  Turkish  on  the  spot.  Corian- 
der steady,  at  14s.  per  cwt.  for  Morocco.  Cumin  quiet,  at 
25s.  to  26s.  for  Mogador  and  30s.  for  Malta.  Fenugreek 
is  quoted  8s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Linseed  very  slow  of  sale ;  good 
quality  offers  at  34s.  to  38s.  per  quarter. 

Shellac. — On  the  spot  full  prices  have  been  paid  for 
Second  Orange  TN,  including  fair  to  good  at  221s.  to 
223s.  6d.  Good  and  fine  Orange  descriptions  continue  very 
scarce.  In  futures  a  large  business  has  been  done,  includ- 
ing May  at  229s.  to  231s.,  June  at  232s.,  July  229s.  to 
232s.  6d.,  and  August  229s.  6d.  to  ^o6s.  per  cwt. 

Spices. — At  auction  Jamaica  Ginger  sold  at  steady 
prices  to  Is.  advance  for  ordinary  to  fair  qualities,  and 
Is.  to  2s.  for  washed;  dark  sold  at  32s.  6d.  to  33s.  6d., 
ordinary  to  ordinary  dullish  at  35s.  to  38s.,  medium 
dullish  at  40s.  to  42s.,  bold  45s.,  fair  washed  44s.,  and 
good  48s.  6d.  ;  washed  rough  Cochin  sold  at  24s.  6d.  to  26s., 
and  bold  and  medium  native  cut  was  bought  in  at  60s. 
Tellicherry  Pepper  was  bought  in  at  5grf.  to  6d.,  and 
good  Alleppy  at  5|f?. ;  good  fair  boldish  Singapore  was 
bought  in  at  9^d.  Pimento  quiet,  fair  selling  at  3-ft-f/.  to 
3|c/.,  and  barely  fair  at  7>^d.  Good  Cinnamon  chips  sold 
at  2|c/.  per  lb.  Nutmegs  and  Ma'-e  quiet.  Penang 
Cloves  sold  at  9^1.  for  good  bright  picked,  fair  at  8^d.. 
and  dark  and  headless  pickings  at  T^d.  to  7^d.  Fair 
Zanzibar  were  bought  in  at  8|(/.,  and  ordinary  dark  and 
stalky  sold  at  8(/.  per  lb.  Privately  Zanzibar  cloves 
have' advanced  considerably,  a  large  speculative  business 
having  been  done,  including  March-May  at  8^1.,  June- 
August  8^d.  to  8^d.,  and  August-October  at  8|rf. 

Sugar  of  Milk.— An  easier  feeling  is  evident,  American 
powder  being  offered  at  60s.  per  cwt.,  net. 

Wild-cherry  Bark.— Small  sales  have  been  made  at 
3jtZ.  per  lb.,  net. 

London  Drug-auctions. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  goods  offered 
and  sold  : 


Offered  So 
Aloes 

Cape    14  ...  0 

Cura9ao   39  ...  39 

Socotrine    20  ...  5 

Ambergris   1  ...  1 

Anuatto-seed   ..  ....  33  ...  28 

Balsam 

Copaiba    8  ...  6 

Tolu    5  ...  2 


Offered  Sold 
Benzoin 

Saigon   2  ...  1 

Sumatra    2  ...  0 

Buchu    39  ...  4 

Calumba   23  ...  23 

Camphor 

crude    15  ...  0 

half-refined    5  ...  5 

refined    31  ...  0 
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Cardamoms    601  .. 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  300  .. 

Cascai-illa    20  .. 

Ca.ssia  fistula    15  .. 

Castor-seed    10  .. 

Chamomiles    10  ., 

Cinchona    93  .. 

Civet    12  ., 

Coca-leaves    33  ., 

Colocynth   9  . 

Cubebs    20  ., 

Gamboge    6  . 

Gum  acacia    15  . 

Honey 

Californian    20  . 

Honolulu    131  . 

Jamaica   136  . 

Queensland    17  . 

Ipecacuanha 

Cartagena   7  . 

Minas   8  . 

Kio  (Matto  Grosso)  27  . 

Jalap    20  . 

Kola    7  . 

Mastich   7  . 

Menthol   12  . 

Musk,  pod   1  . 

Myrrh   47  . 

Nux  vomica    400  . 

Oil 

camphor   4  . 

chaulmoogra   2  . 


Sold 

.  312 

.  0 

.  0 

.  5 

.  0 

.  0 

.  93 

.  7 

.  23 

.  0 

.  20 

.  1 

.  1 


75 
0 

0 
3 
3 
0 
7 
0 
2 
0 
0 
60 

4 
0 


Offered 

Oil 

cinnamon-leaf  ...  10  ., 

citronella    2  ., 

eucalyptus   26  . 

peppermint    10  ., 

rose   2  ., 

Avood    45  . 

Orange-peel    5  . 

Orris   39  . 

Puree    2  . 

Rhubarb.   28  . 

Sarsaparilla 

grey  Jamaica  ...  28  . 

Honduras    12  . 

Native   2  . 

Seedlac    16  . 

Senega    6  . 

Senna 

Alex   55  . 

Tinnevelly   92  . 

Squill    7  . 

Sticklac    33  . 

Tamarinds   269  . 

Turmeric    60  . 

Wax  (bees') 

Australian   10  . 

Bast  Indian    31  . 

Jamaica   8  . 

Madagascar    54  . 

Zanzibar   42  . 

Wax  vegetable  (Jap)  70  . 


Sold 

.  0 

.  0 

.  6 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  *5 

.  0 

.  0 

.  14 

.  28 

.  12 

.  2 

.  16 

.  6 

.  37 

,.  92 

,.  0 

,.  33 

,.  0 

..  0 

..  10 

..  0 

..  8 

..  7 

..  34 

..  1 


Sold  privately. 


Aloes. — The  s.s.  German,  from  Algoa  Bay,  has  brought 
25  cases  of  Cape  aloes,  14  of  which  were  offered  to-day, 
and  bought  in  at  considerably  higher  prices,  especially  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  quality  was  not  firsts.  Fair 
hard  bright  was  held  at  46.?.,  dullish  and  slightly  drossy 
at  43^.,  and  common  dull  at  38.s.  The  broker  intimated 
that  Cape  aloes  would  be  "very  scare  and  very  dear" 
this  year.  Of  Curacao  39  boxes  offered  and  sold,  without 
reserve,  at  22s.  6(7.  to  25s.  6(1.  for  fair  to  good  bright  liver ; 
21.s\  to  21s.  6(Z.  for  slightly  drossy  ditto,  and  20.?.  6d.  for 
dark  capey  mixed.  Bright  soft  Socotrine  of  good  flavour 
in  kegs  partly  sold  at  70.s.  per  cwt. 

Annatto-seed. — Dull  Madras  sold  at  Z^d.  per  lb.  A 
further  eight  bags  of  fair  bright  from  Jamaica  brought 
5(1.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Six  kegs  of  good  thin  bright  Para 
from  Liverpool  sold  at  Is.  5d.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Five  cases  of  ordinary  sottish,  in  large 
tins,  were  limited  at  10(7.  per  lb.,  and  for  drossy  8t7.  was 
wanted. 

Bexzoin. — Only  two  cases  of  Sumatra  were  shown,  and 
they  were  bought  in  without  mention  of  price.  A  case 
of  small  to  bold  loose  dark  and  unsorted  almonds,  slightly 
blocky  Saigon,  sold  at  82.?.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  and  an  offer  of 
197.  was  refused  for  good  small  to  bold  but  pale  loose 
hand-picked  Saigon  almonds  of  fine  flavour. 

BucHU.— Three  bales  of  very  stalky  conmion  yellow 
sold  at  from  7^(7.  to  7^(7.  per  lb.,  and  a  case  of  fair  round 
green  brought  8(7. 

Calumba. — A  parcel  of  23  bags  of  small  to  medium  com- 
mon washed  yellowish,  rather  wormy,  sold  at  15.?.  per  cwt. 
Privately  a  fair  demand  is  reported,  with  sales  of  fair 
natural  sorts  at  16-?.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Camphor. — Five  cases  of  semi-refined  Formosa  in  block 
sold,  without  reserve,  at  190s.  per  cwt.,  and  15  cases  of 
crude  Chinese  were  bought  in  at  101.  For  31  cases  Japan- 
ese refined  camphor,  various  sized  tablets,  no  bid  was 
made.  Privately  the  market  for  refined  is  flat  and  lower, 
there  being  rather  anxious  sellers  in  second-hands,  but 
there  is  practically  no  demand.  Japanese  tablets  are 
quoted  at  from  2.?.  Wd.  to  3s.  per  lb.  on  the  spot;  English 
bells  can  be  had  at  from  3.?.  4(7.  to  3.?.  6(7.,  and  flowers  at 
from  OS.  Id.  to  5.?.  2(7.  per  lb. 

Cardamoms. — Exceptionally  large  supplies  were  offered 
to-day,  and  met  with  a  very  slow  sale,  prices  being 
irregular,  but  generally  2(7.  per  lb.  lower,  especially  as 


regards  fine,  which  were  held  for  prices  much  above 
buyers'  ideas.  The  following  prices  were  paid  :  Ceylon- 
Mysores,  good  bold  pale,  2s.  to  2s.  2(7.,  bold  and  medium 
palish  Is.  8(7.  to  Is.  9(7.,  medium  fine  pale.  Is.  3(7.  to 
Is.  6(7.,  small  and  medium  palish,  Is.  to  Is.  2(7.,  medium 
and  small  pale  10(7.  to  ll2(7.,  small  dull  9(7.  to  10(7., 
lean  brown  8(7. ,  brown  and  split  8^(7.  to  9^(7.  Splits, 
bold  pale  Is.  2(7.,  bold  medium  11^(7.,  small  pale  9(7., 
specky  splits,  8^d.  to  Q^d.  ;  seed  9(7.  to  11(7.  per  lb. 
Lean  brown  Malabar  were  bought  in  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Owing  to  the  extremely  large  offerings  of  cardamoms 
(600  packages)  brought  forward  to-day,  another  i^rotest 
was  made  at  the  auctions  by  the  wholesale  druggists.  Mr. 
Leonard  Horner,  speaking  on  behalf  of  his  colleagues, 
proposed  that  cardamoms  should  be  sold  separately  either 
at  the  beginning  or  at  the  end  of  the  auction.  Mr.  Chas. 
Umney  also  spoke  in  favour  of  the  proposal,  alluding  to 
the  fact  that  the  question  had  already  been  discussed  and 
apparently  shelved.  Mr.  Alfred  Lambert,  however,  pointed 
out  that  .it  would  bo  unfair  to  the  drug-brokers  who 
offered  cardamoms  with  other  goods  to  have  them 
sold  separately,  as  when  the  principal  offerings  were 
concluded  (they  are  now  in  the  hands  of  two  tea 
and  coffee  brokers),  the  buyers  would  leave  the 
room.  Mr.  F.  H.  Lescher  said  that  owing  to  the 
difference  of  opinion  the  matter  could  not  be  decided  at 
once,  and  again  it  was  resolved  that  a  meeting  of  carda- 
mom-brokers should  be  called  to  see  if  the  views  of  the 
wholesale  druggists  could  be  met.  It  may  be  noted  that 
one  broker  who  had  129  lots  to  offer,  occupied  the  pulpit 
for  practically  half-an-hour. 

Cassia  Fistula. — Five  packages  of  fair  West  Indian 
sold  at  29s.  per  cwt.,  and  fifteen  other  packages,  not  so 
good,  were  bought  in. 

Civet. — Seven  horns  of  low  dark  and  partly  mouldy 
paste  sold,  without  reserve,  at  from  2s.  3(7.  to  2s.  9(7.  per 
oz. 

Coca-leaves. — Good  greenish  Ceylon  sold  at  Is.  7>d., 
fair  medium  ditto  at  10^(7.  to  il<7.,  and  brown  and 
damaged  at  7^(7.  to  8(7.  ;  fair  greenish  Truxillo  were 
bought  in  at  Is.  Privately  good  Ceylon  leaves  are  offered 
at  Is.  3(7. 

Colocynth. — Small  to  medium  Turkey  apple  was  held 
at  Is.  6(7.  per  lb.,  and  for  2  bales  of  good  Persian  pulp 
35.  was  wanted. 

Cubebs. — Fair  brown  and  rather  stalky  berries  from 
Singapore  brought  32s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Gamboge. — Fair  unsorted  Siam  pipe,  mostly  bright 
orange  fracture,  was  bought  in  at  167.  per  cwt.,  ditto  very 
rough  and  cakey  pipe,  fair  fracture,  was  limited  at  15?.  10s.  ; 
and  a  bid  of  14?.  10s.  is  to  be  submitted  for  very  cakey. 
A  case  of  common  dull  bold  ricey  Saigon  brought  13?.  per 
cwt. 

Honey  sold  at  steady  and  unaltered  rates  for  Jamaica. 
Good  pale  thick,  in  barrels,  brought  24s.,  fair  amber  syrupy, 
in  cases  and  casks.  22s.  to  23s.  ;  pale  yellow  thick,  20s.  ; 
darker  ditto,  18s.  ;  dark  red  and  brown  liquid,  18s.  to  20s. 
A  fair  quantity  of  Honolulu  honey  sold  at  24s.  for  good 
pale  setting,  in  cases ;  common  granulated  was  bought  in  at 
20s.  to  22s.,  and  common  dark  red  liciuid  sold  at  16s.  per 
cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — Very  quiet  and  unaltered.  Three  bales 
of  fair  Rio  (Matto  Grosso)  sold  at  from  5s.  to  5s.  1(7..  and 
2  bales  Rio  (Minas)  at  4s.  9d.,  a  bale  of  mouldy  realising 
4s.  6(7.  Seven  barrels  of  dull  grey  Cartagena  were  bought 
in  at  5s.  per  lb. 

j^lap  —Twenty  bales  of  good  small  to  bold  were  bought 
in  at  6(7.  per  lb.  The  parcel  was  afterv.'ards  sold  privately 
at  slightly  below  this  figure. 

Kola.— Six  bags  of  small  dull  dried,  mixed,  of  African 
character,  sold,  without  reserve,  at  4-^(7.  per  lb.  A  paclc- 
age  o  f  fair  sound  West  Indian  sold  at  6(7.  per  lb.  In 
Liverpool  forty-six  packages  dried  have  been  sold  at  2^(7. 
to  2|(7.  per  lb.  ex  quay. 

Menthol.— Two  cases  of  dull  crystals  sold,  without 
reserve,  at  15s.  per  lb.  Kobayashi  was  Imiited  at  17s., 
and  privately  this  brand  for  May- June  shipment  has  been 
sold  at  16s.  6(7.  per  lb.  c.i.f. ;  holders  on  the  spot  ask 
16s.  9(7. 
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MtrsK. — A  caddy  of  good  thin-skin  blue  medium  to 
bold  Tonquin  pod  was  bought  in  at  75*.  per  oz. ;  68.S.  to 
VO-s.  is  about  the  value  of  this  grade. 

Myrrh. — Very  dark  Aden  sorts  were  limited  at  92s.  bd. 
per  cwt. 

Nux  Vomica. — A  sale  of  60  pockets,  out  of  400  offered, 
was  made  at  8s.  per  cwt.  for  common  dull  Calcutta  seed. 

Oil,  Camphor. — Four  cases  of  brown  Chinese  sold  at 
40.S.  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Cinnamon-leaf. — Ten  cases  were  bought  in  at  Zd. 
per  oz. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — Six  cases  of  common  quality,  from 
Melbourne,  sold,  without  reserve,  at  from  bd.  to  5^d. 
per  lb. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — In  auction  10  cases  of  Kobayashi, 
Japanese  dementholised  unworked,  were  held  at  6s.  9f/. 
per  lb.  Privately,  the  market  has  been  exceedingly  quiet, 
American  HGH  offering  at  15s.  and  Kobayashi  brand  of 
Japanese  dementholised  at  5s.  l^d. ;  for  May-June  ship- 
ment this  brand  has  been  sold  at  6s.  %d.,  c.i.f.  To-day  a 
cable  has  been  received  stating  that  H.  G.  Hotchkiss  has 
advanced  his  price  to  the  equivalent  of  17s.  M.  owing  to 
the  poor  prospects  for  the  coming  crop. 

Rhubarb. — A  parcel  of  14  cases  of  common  medium  round 
«ind  flat  Shensi  mixed  with  Canton,  with  three-quarters 
pale  pinky  fracture  and  one-quarter  grey  and  dark,  sold 
at  8^f/.  to  8|('Z.  per  lb.  Medium  and  bold  round  Canton 
with  three-quarters  palish  pinky  fracture  was  limited  at 
Is.  6rf.,  trimming  root  at  Is.  8rf.,  and  pickings  at  lO^rf. 
Privately  flat  high-dried  is  quoted  at  from  Is.  Id.  to 
Is.  2d.,  according  to  quality.  A  small  arrival  of  twenty- 
five  cases  Canton  has  taken  place. 

Sarsaparilla. — Steady.  Eight  serons  of  fair  Honduras 
sold  at  Is.  per  lb.,  and  28  bales  of  fair  grey  Jamaica  at 
Is.,  part  coarse  selling  at  lOd.  to  lid.  Dull  mixed  red 
native  brought  9^c/.,  and  sea-damaged  6d.  per  lb. 

Seedlac. — Small  flaky  native  and  dusty  sold  at  11.  15s. 
to  11.  lis.  6d.,  and  block  at  11. 

Senega. — Fair  palish  of  good  flavour  sold,  without  re- 
serve, at  2s.  8(/.  per  lb.,  at  which  price  small  sales  have 
been  made  privately. 

Senna. — The  quality  of  the  Tinnevelly  leaf  offered  was 
again  common,  the  bulk  of  it  being  ordinary  small  and 
specky,  which  realised  1-^d.  to  2d. ;  and  small  medium 
greenish  brought  2^c?.  Pods  sold  at  Ig-rf.  per  lb.  Fair 
greenish  Alexandrian  leaf  sold  at  A^d.  per  lb.,  "subject," 
■sea-damaged  at  Iff/,  to  2^d.,  "subject,"  sittings,  partly 
sea-damaged,  at  Id.  to  l|rf.  "subject."  Pods,  fair  sound, 
5^d.,  damaged  d^a.  to  5-jfd.  per  lb. 

Squill. — For  good  dry  pale  squill  2d.  per  lb.  was  asked. 

Sticklac. — Nice  clean,  free  from  wood,  sold  at  9/.  per 
■cwt.,  and  not  quite  so  good  at  8^. 

Tamarinds. — Good  pale  Barbados  and  Antigua  tama- 
Tinds  were  bought  in  at  12s.  to  13s.  per  cwt.,  and  comm.on 
dark  stony  at  10s. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Jamaica  sold  at  firm  prices,  4  barrels  of 
fair  red  and  brown  mixed  realising  11.  5s.  to  11.  7s.  6d.  per 
<5wt,,  and  dark  brown  mixed  11.  Six  bags  of  fair  grey 
Australian  sold  at  11.  5s.  per  cwt.,  and  mixed  grey  and 
brown  at  11.  2s.  6d.  Good  Madagascar  was  limited  at 
11.  5s.,  and  fair,  part  dark,  sold  at  11.  2s.  6d.,  with  com- 
.mon  at  61.  lis.  bd.  Zanzibar  was  in  demand  at  full  prices. 
Eleven  bags  of  dark  mixed  and  drossy  sold  at  bl  lOs.  per 
cwt.  ;  23  bags  of  good  even  block  brought  11.  ;  and  another 
■broker  sold  10  bale.s  at  Gl.  lis.  6d.  to  11.  per  cwt.  Good 
bleached  Calcutta  was  limited  at  71  Zs.  6d.  per  cwt. 

W.4X,  Japanese. — Fair  pale  squares  were  limited  at 
55s.  to  68s.  per  cwt. 


Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  April  28  :— Opium  has  been  reduced  to  13im. 
?fnu  wax  is  firmly  held  and  American 

ilGH  oil  of  peppermijit  is  improving. 


Smyrna,  April  28  The  sales  of  opium  since  the  18th 
inst.  amount  to  330  cases,  mostly  for  the  United  States,  at 
from  6s.  Ad.  to  7s.  2d.  per  lb.    Market  is  steady. 

New  iroRK,  April  28  : — Business  here  is  dull.  Opium 
continues  dull  of  sale,  at  $2.75  per  lb.  for  single  cases. 
The  following  articles  show  downward  tendency  :  refined 
camphor,  at  68c.  per  lb.  ;  cascara  sagrada,  at  15c.  per  lb.  ; 
Eio  ipecacuanha,  at  $1.25  per  lb. ;  balsam  copaiba,  at  32c. 
per  lb.  ;  and  cod-liver  oil,  at  $55  per  barrel.  The  market 
for  menthol  is  unsteady  at  $5.25  per  lb.  On  the  other 
hand,  peppermint  oil  is  very  strong,  at  $3.35  per  lb.  for  oil 
in  bulk. 

Bergen,  April  27  : — The  total  catch  of  cod  for  the  whole 
of  Norway  since  the  opening  of  the  season  now  amounts 
to  36,695,000,  which  has  yielded  10,303  barrels  of  oil.  At 
the  corresponding  periou  of  1903  the  catch  was  34,374,000 
and  the  yield  1,889  barrels;  and  in  1902  the  catch  was 
36,000,000  and  the  yield  17,170  barrels.  The  fishing  at 
Lofoten  has  now  closed,  and  that  at  Finmarken  is  pro- 
gressing slowly.  Market  still  shows  a  declining  tendency, 
finest  non-congealing  Lofoten  oil  being  offered  at  225s.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b. 

Specifications  for  Free  Goods  Exported. 

The  Board  of  Customs  have  issued  a  General  Order  jijn; 
relating  to  the  specifications  for  free  goods  exported, 
appears  the  Board  have  had  under  consideration  the  ques- 
tion of  the  kind  of  operation  which  can,  when  applied  to 
foreign  or  colonial  free  goods  imported,  be  held  to  entitlo 
such  goods  on  subsequent  exportation  to  be  described,  for 
statistical  purposes,  as  British  goods.  The  Board  suggest 
the  following  as  some  of  the  processes  of  treatment  or 
manipulation  which  will  entitle  foreign  or  colonial  free 
goods  subjected  thereto  to  be,  on  exportation,  described  in 
the  specifications,  for  statistical  purposes  only,  as  British 
goods:  Cleaning,  grinding,  mixing,  roasting,  sifting  and 
grading,  and  generally  such  other  operations,  which  change 
the  character  or  composition  of  the  goods  themselves  as 
originally  imported,  as  are  necessary  to  prepare  such  goods 
for  a  market  abroad.  In  cases  in  which  exporters  or  agent? 
are  unable  or  unwilling  to  furnish  particulars  of  the 
"  country  whence  goods  were  consigned  when  imported," 
the  specifications  may  be  accepted  without  such  particulars 
on  the  names  of  the  sellers  of  the  goods  in  this  country 
being  given  thereon,  with  a  view  to  the  information  being 
subsequently  obtained  confidentially,  and  for  statistical  pur- 
poses only,  by  the  Principal  of  the  Statistical  Office. 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  &c. ,  have  arrived  at  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  April  21  to  27 
inclusive :  Acid,  acetic  (@  Fiume)  118,  (@  Rotterdam)  24, 
(@  Fredrikstad)  140 ;  acid,  carbolic  (@  Rotterdam),  40 ; 
antimony  (@  Hamburg),  105  cs.  ;  argol  (@  Naples),  59; 
"  balsams "  (@  Cartagena)  20,  (i^  Para)  15,  (@  Maran- 
ham)  7;  bleaching-powder  (@  Hamburg),  59;  buchu  (@ 
Cape  Town),  35;  camphor  (@  Hamburg),  19;  cardamoms, 
237;  cascara  sagrada  (@  San  Francisco),  1957;  chamomiles 
((^  Ghent),  9 ;  cinchona  (@  Amsterdam)  50,  (@  Bombay) 
32;  citrate  of  lime  {@  Messina),  60;  cocaine  crude  (@ 
Callao),  1  cs. ;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Bordeaux),  70;  fennel 
seed  (@  Bombay),  541 ;  ginger  (@  Jamaica)  541,  (@  W.  C. 
Africa)  60;  honey  (@  Jamaica)  75,  {@  Valparaiso)  60; 
jaborandi  (@  Maranham),  64;  oil,  cinnamon  leaf  (@  Galle), 
12;  oil,  cod-liver  ((ai,  New  York),  20  cs.,  (@  Aalesuiid)  345, 
(@  Bergen)  228;  oil,  eucalyptus  (@  Melbourne),  30;  oil, 
lime  (@  Jamaica),  4;  oils,  essential  (@  Amsterdam),  17; 
opium  {@  Smyrna),  44  cs.  ;  patchouli  (@  Singapore),  24; 
pot.  chlorate  ((§)  Baltimore)  250  kgs.,  (@  Gothenburg)  110; 
pot.  cyanide  {©  Hamburg^,  20 ;  pot.  permanganate  (@ 
Hamburg),  85;  sandarac  (fg),  Mogador),  52;  sugar  of  milk 
(@  Genoa),  12;  tamarinds  {@  Barbadoes),  350;  tartar  (@ 
Barcelona)  92,  (@  Bordeaux)  27;  wax,  bees  (@  Amsterdam), 
15;  wax,  carnauba  (@  Hamburg),  10;  wine-lees  (@  Mes- 
sina), 378. 


A  Local  Fair-list.— Mr.  A.  D.  Griffiths,  chemist,  Railway 
Street,  Saundersfoot,  near  Tenby,  has  again  issued,  in 
handy  pocket  form,  a  list  of  local  fairs  for  1904,  copies  of 
which  are  distributed  gratuitously  amongst  farmers  and 
agriculturists. 

SwiNE-FEVEH-CURE  WANTED. — Shropshire — and  especially 
the  popular  pig-market  of  Whitchurch — is  at  present  being 
visited  by  swine-fever,  and  there  is  a  fortune  for  the  man 
who  can  devise  a  prophylactic  or  cure  for  this  fatal  com- 
plaint of  the  porcine  race. 


